
S TAT I S T I C S

Results of the consultation on 
Recommendations on the Role of 
Official Statistics in Measuring 
Hazardous Events and Disasters



STATISTICS

 40 replies received: 38 from countries (3 from US) and 2 from 
international organizations (FAO and WMO)

 Most countries found the Recommendations very useful and 
timely, whereas a few countries did not see this as a priority of 
work for their NSO

 Many valuable, detailed comments to improve clarity and precision 
and give additional detail

 Additional national case studies to be included in the document
 General support to endorse the Recommendations, subject to 

incorporation of the comments made in the consultation 

CES consultation in May 2019
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STATISTICS

 Several countries are already dealing with hazardous events and 
disasters (HED) and consider the Recommendations very timely 

 The Recommendations:
 show how statistics related to HED can be useful even in countries with stable natural 

conditions (Belarus)
 are useful for the work with other federal departments to address the statistical data 

needs for emergency preparedness and response (Canada)
 strengthen the coordination and cooperation within the national statistical system 

(France)
 give a comprehensive list of aspects to consider related to HED. The case studies 

from countries around the world are very helpful (Germany)
 are an excellent starting point to deal with the current challenges: defining the scope of 

measurement, identifying the relevant partners and preparing the work plan (Israel)
 can be used for international comparability and for improving measurement of HED 

(Russian Federation)
 is a well written and clear guide to NSOs (South Africa)

Comments on usefulness
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STATISTICS

 Germany expressed concerns about the scope of the document 
going beyond the current tasks and mandates of NSOs, and the 
additional workload
 TF response: the document provides some general recommendations 

concerning this emerging topic. Countries are free to decide to which extent to 
implement the Recommendations depending on their priorities and national 
needs. The decision about the national data collection and monitoring on 
hazardous events and disasters remains up to each individual country.

 Need for statistical operationalisation and related international 
agreements on terms, definitions and classifications used in 
disaster risk management and the Sendai Framework 

 Need for comprehensive and internationally comparable 
indicators, based on existing and available data sets
 TF response: these activities are included in list of issues to be considered for 

follow-up work

Main issues raised
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STATISTICS

 Consider the Recommendations on the Role of Official 
Statistics in Measuring Hazardous Events and Disasters and 
endorse them, subject to incorporation of the amendments 
that are provided in detail in the Annex of document 
ECE/CES/2019/3/Add.1.

 Support the continuation of the work on unresolved issues 
listed in chapter 9, including statistical operationalization of 
key terms and concepts

The Conference is invited to:
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