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1. In April 2013, as a result of the ECE review, the sixty-fifth session of the Economic 

Commission for Europe adopted the Guidelines on procedures and practices for ECE 

bodies. The Commission decided that all Sectoral Committees and other subsidiary bodies 

may adopt their own Rules of Procedure, taking into account these Guidelines. The 

“Sectoral Committee” for statistics is the Conference of European Statisticians (CES).  

2. With the establishment of ECE Guidelines, all ECE subsidiary bodies were asked to 

review whether their rules of procedure are in line with the ECE Guidelines. The Rules 

governing the work of the Conference and its Bureau were revised and adopted by the 

Conference in 2007 (document ECE/CES/2007/8, provided as Annex 1 to this note). 

3. At its meeting on 28-29 January 2014, the CES Bureau discussed the Rules 

governing the work of the Conference and its Bureau and how they relate to the Guidelines 

on procedures and practices for ECE bodies (provided in Annex 2). The Bureau agreed that 

the CES Rules are in line with the new ECE Guidelines.  

4. The Bureau decided to inform the forthcoming CES plenary session about the 

UNECE Guidelines. 

5. The Bureau also asked the Secretariat to clarify some recommendations of 

administrative nature in the Guidelines concerning registration of participants and 

circulation of the draft conclusions from the meetings, as follows: 

 (a) Procedure for registration of participants in paragraph 4: “In meetings of 

subsidiary bodies, member States shall be represented by officially designated 

representatives whose names shall be communicated to the secretariat by the respective 

Permanent Representations…” 

 (b) Procedure for circulating decisions in advance in paragraph: 15. “… any draft 

conclusions, recommendations or decisions which ECE bodies within their competence are 

expected to discuss and adopt at their meetings, should be… distributed by the secretariat to 

all participants and Geneva Permanent Representations at least ten days before the start of 

the meeting, for information, so as to allow participants to finalize their position…” 

6. The UNECE Secretariat has asked the ECE Executive Committee for clarification 

on the implementation of the practical arrangements from the Guidelines concerning the 

accreditation of official representatives and communication with Member States, as 

explained above. 
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  Annex 1 

  Rules governing the work of the Conference and its Bureau 

(ECE/CES/2007/8) 

 A. Structure and relations of the Conference 

1. The Conference of European Statisticians meets under the joint auspices of the UN 

Statistical Commission and the UN Economic Commission for Europe. 

  1. Objectives 

2. The objectives of the Conference are: 

 (a) to improve national statistics and their international comparability with 

regard to the recommendations of the Statistical Commission of the United Nations, the 

Specialised Agencies and other appropriate bodies as necessary; 

 (b) to promote close coordination of the statistical activities in Europe of 

international organizations so as to achieve greater uniformity in concepts and definitions 

and to reduce to a minimum the burdens on national statistical offices; 

 (c) to respond to any emerging need for international statistical cooperation both 

within the UNECE region and between the UNECE region and other regions; 

 (d) to discuss and adopt statistical standards in the UNECE region.  

  2. Membership 

3. The Head of the statistical service of any member country of the United Nations that 

participates regularly in the work of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

may be a member of the Conference. 

  3. Participation in the work of the Conference by statisticians from International 

Agencies 

4. The Heads of statistical services of the international agencies that participate 

regularly in the work of the Conference shall be invited.  

  4. Activities 

5. The Conference shall provide a forum for work on all statistical matters that are of 

interest to its members. In particular, it may: 

 (a) (decide on the collection and dissemination of internationally comparable 

statistics of UNECE member countries that are required by policy makers, enterprises, 

researchers and the general public in the UNECE region; 

 (b) promote the development of statistical methodological guidelines and 

standards (concepts, definitions, classifications) as required for purposes of international 

comparability of statistics in the region; 

 (c) assist in the improvement of the statistical infrastructure of countries both 

within and outside the UNECE region as required; 
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 (d) coordinate international statistical cooperation and the statistical work 

programme of the UNECE; 

 (e) make the results of its work available to national statistical offices, 

international organizations, enterprises or any other user; 

 (f) arrange for any study that may be required to further its objectives. 

  5. Officers 

6. The Conference elects a Bureau and a Chairman according to rules laid down by the 

Conference. 

  6. Secretariat 

7. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Europe places at the 

disposal of the Conference the staff and facilities necessary to assist it in the 

accomplishment of its objectives and work programmes.  

  7. Meetings of the Conference 

8. Meetings of the Conference shall take place regularly once a year, preferably in 

June, at a time fixed by the Bureau in consultation with the secretariat.  Additional meetings 

may be convened by the Bureau in consultation with the secretariat. 

 B. Role and functioning of the Bureau of the Conference  

  8. Role of the Bureau  

9. The Bureau acts as a steering body of the Conference. 

  10. Functioning of the Bureau  

 (a) Meetings of the Bureau will normally be held in February and October of 

each year.  The subjects of discussion, as well as the need for the availability of all 

secretariat experts for the February meeting, suggest that the meeting should be held in 

Geneva. 

 (b) Additional Bureau meetings may be convened in conjunction with the annual 

plenary session. 

 (c) Further meetings of the Bureau could be determined by the Bureau members 

or the Chairman of the Conference as the need arises. 

 (d) The documentation necessary for the Bureau meetings would be determined 

by the Bureau members in each case.  As a rule, the secretariat should make all 

documentation available via e-mail at least two weeks prior of the meeting. 

 (e) As a rule, announcements for Bureau meetings are issued by the secretariat 

not less than six weeks in advance.   

 (f) For purposes of consultation with the Bureau, the secretariat may take 

initiatives on matters affecting the implementation of the work programme of the 

Conference, or in relation to other issues that are of interest to the Conference and the 

Bureau. 
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  11. Composition of the Bureau  

 (a) Any member of the Conference is eligible for membership in the Bureau of 

the Conference. The members of the Bureau undertake to devote the time necessary to an 

adequate discharge of their duties. 

 (b) The Bureau is composed of up to 8 members, of whom 6 members should be 

from the UNECE member countries and the remaining one or two places be reserved for 

possible candidates from countries in other regions.     

 (c) If a Bureau member leaves the Bureau, a new member may be co-opted until 

the time of the next plenary session, when a new Bureau member is elected. 

  12. Permanent observers and other participants 

 (a) Standing invitations are extended to the Director-General of Eurostat, the 

Chief Statistician of the OECD, the Chairman of the OECD Committee on Statistics, the 

Chairman of the Interstate Statistical Committee of the CIS, the Director of the IMF 

Statistics Department and the Director of the Development Data Group of the World Bank. 

The Director of the UN Statistical Division is invited to participate in Bureau meetings as a 

representative of the UN secretariat.  

 (b) The Bureau may invite to the meetings of the Bureau anyone who may 

facilitate its work. 

  13. Election of the Bureau 

 (a) The election of the Bureau by the Conference is carried out on the basis of a 

proposal by the most senior previous Chairman of the Conference present at the plenary 

session concerned. The proposal should be prepared in such a way that it maximizes the 

chances of being adopted by consensus.  

 (b) If no previous Chairman of the Conference is present at the plenary session 

or in exceptional cases, the Bureau proposes the designation of a member of the Conference 

at the beginning of the plenary session, who will assume the task of preparing the proposal 

for the composition of the Bureau. 

 (c) The Conference elects its Bureau for a period of two years.  

 (d) Bureau members can be elected to four successive Bureaus.  Any previous 

Bureau member can be re-elected to the Bureau after an interruption of at least two years. 

  14. Election of the Chairman of the Conference 

 (a) The Chairman of the Conference is elected by the Conference from among 

the members of the Bureau.  The term of office is two years. The election is carried out on 

the basis of a proposal by the designated member of the Conference who is responsible for 

the proposal of the Bureau composition.  

 (b) If the post of Chairman of the Conference falls vacant, the Bureau designates 

an Acting Chairman from among the Bureau members until the time of the next plenary 

session, when a new Chairman is elected by the Conference. 

 (c) A Chairman of the Conference may be re-elected once.  Any previous 

Chairman may be re-elected Chairman after an interruption of at least two years. 
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  Annex 2  

  Guidelines on procedures and practices for ECE bodies  

(Appendix III of document E/2013/37) 

 I.  General  

1. The work of the Commission, its subsidiary bodies and the secretariat is based on 

the United Nations Charter, the Terms of Reference of ECE as adopted by the Economic 

and Social Council, Rules of Procedure of ECE
1
, relevant United Nations rules and 

regulations, and is in line with these guidelines on procedures and practices for ECE bodies 

and the secretariat. It should be ensured, at all administrative levels of the secretariat and 

for all bodies of the Commission, that the work is carried out in a way that is member 

driven, participatory, consensus-oriented, transparent, responsive, effective, efficient, 

results-oriented and accountable. The Commission and its subsidiary bodies should 

continue their existing practice of inviting, without a right to vote, other relevant 

stakeholders such as international organizations, private sector representatives, members of 

academia or representatives of civil society.  

 II.  Rules of procedure  

2.  All Sectoral Committees and other subsidiary bodies may adopt their own Rules of 

Procedure on the basis of ECE Rules of Procedure and, where applicable, Rules of 

Procedure of the Economic and Social Council, taking into account these guidelines. 

Otherwise it will be presumed that they are governed by the Rules of Procedure of the 

Commission and, where applicable, Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social 

Council and taking into account these guidelines mutatis mutandis.   

 III.  Communication with the member States  

3.  The secretariat will continue to communicate with the member States in accordance 

with the official channels of communication. In cases where the secretariat communicates 

directly with national experts and counterparts, all correspondence will be copied to the 

Permanent Representations. Similarly, when the secretariat requires assistance in 

identifying national experts, it will communicate with the line ministries with a copy to the 

Permanent Representations.   

 IV.  Accreditation process for participants/representatives to  

intergovernmental bodies  

4.  In meetings of subsidiary bodies, member States shall be represented by officially 

designated representatives whose names shall be communicated to the secretariat by the 

respective Permanent Representations, and made available by the secretariat.  

  

  1 Available at: http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/oes/mandate/Commission_Rev5_English.pdf 

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/oes/mandate/Commission_Rev5_English.pdf


ECE/CES/2014/53 

 7 

5. Officially designated representatives of the member States who work in the Geneva 

Permanent Representations and are duly authorized, including persons accredited to the 

Executive Committee, may take part in the meetings without any restrictions to participate 

in the discussion and in the decision-making process.  

6.  Officially designated representatives and other participants to all bodies of the ECE 

should be registered by the secretariat in the respective lists of participants which will be 

communicated to the Permanent Representations.   

 V.  Nomination and election of Chairpersons and other members of the 

Bureaux of intergovernmental bodies  

7.  Candidates for the Bureaux of the Sectoral Committees and other subsidiary bodies 

shall be nominated by member States based on the person’s expertise, professionalism, and 

expected support from the membership. The candidatures for election should be made 

available to all member States well in advance of the elections and preferably agreed upon.  

8.  The members of the Bureaux shall be elected by the respective body according to 

the relevant Rules of Procedure and following consultations among member States. Elected 

Bureaux members serve collectively in the interest of all member States. In the absence of 

Rules of Procedure of such body, the composition of the Bureau should take into account 

expertise, with due regard to as wide a geographical representation as possible; the term of 

office should be up to two years. Bureau members including the Chair can be re-elected for 

an additional term.  

9.  A Bureau may invite major stakeholders active in the area of the subprogramme to 

attend the meetings of the Bureau and contribute to its work, without the right to vote.   

 VI.  Functions of the Bureaux  

10.  The key functions of the Bureaux are:  

 (a)  To monitor and ensure implementation of the programme of work and of past 

decisions and recommendations during intersessional periods;  

 (b)  To ensure effective and transparent preparations of forthcoming sessions and, 

for that purpose, to collectively outreach and consult with all member States, and other 

stakeholders as appropriate;  

 (c) To ensure effective conduct of business during the sessions in full 

compliance with their respective Rules of Procedure, taking into account these guidelines, 

and to facilitate reaching agreement on decisions and recommendations.  

11.  In addition to these tasks, the Bureaux help the consensus-building process by 

means of transparent and inclusive consultations on draft outcomes of the subsidiary 

bodies, including draft decisions, conclusions and recommendations that might be proposed 

by representatives of member States.  

12.  The Bureaux do not adopt the conclusions, recommendations, decisions and meeting 

reports of the subsidiary bodies.  

13.  In its activities the Bureaux should coordinate with the secretariat on all relevant 

issues.   
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 VII.  Procedures for the adoption of decisions and reports of 

intergovernmental bodies  

14.  When taking a decision, the Commission and its subsidiary bodies shall continue 

their existing practice of making every effort to reach a consensus.  

  On draft decisions  

15.  Without prejudice to the Rules of Procedure of the Commission, any draft 

conclusions, recommendations or decisions which ECE bodies within their competence are 

expected to discuss and adopt at their meetings, should be prepared in line with items 9 to 

12 and distributed by the secretariat to all participants and Geneva Permanent 

Representations at least ten days before the start of the meeting, for information, so as to 

allow participants to finalize their position during the meeting in order to adopt 

conclusions, recommendations and decisions. This does not prejudice the possibility for 

member States to propose additional agenda items, draft conclusions, recommendations or 

decisions at the meeting. Should the submission of draft proposals not be possible ten days 

prior to a meeting, the prevailing Rules of Procedure will be used to determine how such 

draft proposals will be considered in order not to block the decision-making process.  

16.  The secretariat should make available only those draft conclusions, 

recommendations or decisions for discussion and adoption that are proposed by one or 

more member States.  

17.  The secretariat can make proposals on administrative issues within its prerogatives.  

18.  Draft conclusions, recommendations and decisions are formally adopted by the 

subsidiary body at the end of the session. Drafts should be projected on a screen, where 

possible, and read out by the Chair.  

19.  If a draft conclusion, recommendation or decision cannot be adopted at the meeting 

for technical reasons, the subsidiary body may decide to circulate it to all Geneva 

Permanent Representations for subsequent approval.   

On draft reports  

20.  A draft report of the meeting, which reflects in a concise and factual manner the 

discussion and the views expressed by participants, should be circulated well in advance of 

the end of the meeting for comments and adoption by member States at the end of the 

meeting.  

21.  If the draft report cannot be circulated at or adopted during the meeting for technical 

reasons, the subsidiary body may decide to distribute it to all Geneva Permanent 

Representations for subsequent approval.  

 

    

 


