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I. PROVISIONAL AGENDA

Opening addresses and adoption of the agenda.

2.  Meetings of the parent bodies of the Conferendeusbpean Statisticians.
(a) Sixty-third session of the United Nations Ewmmic Commission for Europe.
(b) Fortieth session of the United Nations StatgtCommission.

3. Seminar on balancing principles of professionabaaimy and accountability with the
mandate to produce policy relevant data.

Seminar on strategic issues in business statistics.

5. Coordination of international statistical work letregion of the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe.

! Documents for the meeting may be downloaded fiuarfollowing website:
http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2009.06.cesDelegates are kindly asked to bring their own espif
documents with them, as no paper copies will beengagilable in the meeting room.
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(&) Outcomes of the in-depth reviews by the Butegld in October 2008 and February
2009.
() Housing statistics.
(i)  Agriculture statistics, including forestryd fisheries.
(iif) Statistics on labour cost.
(b) In-depth review of statistical disseminatioommunication and publications.
Principles on confidentiality and privacy asgeaft statistical data integration.

Guidelines on the use and dissemination of olataternational immigration to facilitate
their use to improve emigration data of sendinghtoes.

Manual on victimisation surveys.

United Nations Economic Commission for EuroptiStical programme and work of the
Conference’s teams of specialists.

(a) Statistical programme: report on 2008 andgfan 2009;

(b) Reports of the Conference of European Steists Bureau meetings and progress
reports on the teams of specialists working unideiGonference.

10. Selection of topics for seminars to take plaeng the 2009 plenary session of the
Conference of European Statisticians.

11. Election of the Conference of European Stai#sts Bureau for 2009-2011.
12. Other business.
13. Adoption of the report.

[I. ANNOTATIONS TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. The fifty-seventh plenary session of the Conferasfdéuropean Statisticians (CES) is
convened at the request of the fifty-sixth CES aigrsession (ECE/CES/74) and in accordance
with the Rules Governing the Work of the Confereand its Bureau adopted at the 2005
plenary session of the CES (CES/2005/2).

2. The 2009 plenary session of the Conference wiltinae to follow the format introduced

in 2002 by the fiftieth session of the Conferee€EE/CES/62). The plenary session includes a
formal session and two seminars. The formal sessith deal with the review of general issues
such as the international statistical work in thgion, while the two seminars will focus on
foundational issues of statistical systems andeam @merging issues.

Item 1. Opening addresses and adoption of the agead

3. Mr. J. Kubi§, Executive Secretary of the Unitediblas Economic Commission for Europe
(UNECE), will address the Conference.
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4. The proposed provisional agenda and timetable agmeed upon by the CES Bureau at its
February 2009 meeting. The provisional agendaheilpresented for the approval of the
Conference.

Item 2. Meetings of the parent bodies of the Confence of European Statisticians

() Sixty-third session of the United Nations Ecomaic Commission for
Europe

5. Information on the discussions held at the sikitgd session of the Economic Commission
for Europe (30 March-1 April 2009) and on resoln@nd decisions taken that have a bearing
on the work of the Conference will be presented.

(b) Fortieth session of the United Nations Statial Commission

6. Brief information on the outcome of the 2009s$@&s of the United Nations Statistical
Commission (24-27 February 2009) will be presemtettie Conference.

Iltem 3.  Seminar on balancing principles of professinal autonomy and accountability
with the mandate to produce policy relevant data

7. The seminar is organised by the Central StatiQitise of Ireland. The seminar will take
place on the first day of the Conference, 8 Juri®20

8. The seminar will discuss how to balance the pradess autonomy and accountability with
the mandate to produce policy relevant data idighe of the Fundamental Principles of Official
Statistics. The Fundamental Principles require shetistics should be relevant and reliable, and
produced in an independent and impartial way maks®of best scientific practice in a cost-
effective manner. The achievement of these objestin respect of individual statistical outputs
is now well understood within the statistical commity. However, less attention has been paid
to the implications of these objectives for defmihe scope and content of the statistical
programme itself. A key starting point in this aedj is clarity around what defines “official”
statistics and distinguishes them from other stesiéndicators.

9. The counterpart of professional autonomy is acchility to the government, to
parliament and to the general public or taxpayenfaking good use of the public funds
allocated for the production of official statistid$e seminar will discuss the methods for
achieving this and how they differ between natigtatistical offices (NSOs) and other
producers of official statistics. A related isssg¢he need to manage public perceptions of the
accuracy of official data and the integrity of 8tatistical production system.

Session 1. Relationships between statisticiangahicy makers: maintaining independence
while addressing demands

10. The session is organised by United Kingdom. Inviiagders are prepared by Australia (to
be confirmed), Canada, Chile, Ukraine, United Kimigdand Eurostat (to be confirmed).
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11. The session will be based on the following two cormgnts:

(@) Drawing the 'boundaries' of official statistits there a boundary? Who defines the
boundary? According to what criteria?

12. A very narrow (and perhaps traditional) view oficifil statistics would see them limited to
being quantitative information based on empiricabsurement, required to meet the clearly
articulated needs of policy makers and produced psofessional statistical agency to precisely
specified standards. The reality in the modernrmfdion age is quite different in most
countries. For example, many public authoritieslpo® statistical information in an
unstructured manner in relation to the activitiest they administer. In addition, national
statistical offices (NSOs) have broadened theigeaot sources to include qualitative type
information and also data based on model estimainohforecasts.

13. The session will, therefore, focus on examiningatibns where countries have explicitly
attempted to define and separately identify offistatistics, including experience with
certification and labeling systems.

(b) Maintaining professional autonomy in an erangfeasing demands for information
for policy advocacy and public opinions: pros ands; risks and benefits.

14. NSOs have increasingly seen their role as meetimgéeds of society at large and not just
those of policy makers. Policy advocates and isteggoups appreciate the value of information,
particularly when labeled as “official statistic#i,advancing their cases. This environment
brings along increased demands for more informdiigralso pressure to influence what is
measured and how the results are presented. Ts atad role of the NSO is usually enhanced
in these circumstances but the challenge to maipt@fessional autonomy and to be perceived
as impatrtial is also increased.

Session 2. Beyond the production of official stadss creating synergies, avoiding conflict

15. The session is organised by Austria. Invited papezprepared by Latvia, Norway and
UNECE.

16. This session will deal with performing functionsybad collecting and disseminating
official statistics: forecasting and scenario-buiti managing administrative registers for
multiple uses; hosting computer centers, etc. Blssien will consider actual examples of NSOs
engaging in such activities.

17. The seminar will deal with the following topics:

(@) Analysis: economic and other analysis; modg|lforecasting and scenario-building;

(b) Statistical activities beyond official staiist (e.g. opinion collection);
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(c) Non-statistical activities: managing regis; interaction between registers and
statistics and using administrative data for midtjpurposes; management of electoral
procedures; computer centres management etc.

18. The main focus of the session will be on synergies potential conflicts created by these
activities, and how to avoid them.

Session 3. Accountability 'beyond the budget': meag and addressing public expectations

19. The session is organized Byance. Invited papers are prepared by Swedenraasand
Bulgaria.

20. This session will examine issues such as accouityabthe relationship of NSOs with
parliament, the official status of statistical o, budgetary independence, and the existence of
statistical commissions and boards. It will consigdew feedback is obtained from stakeholders
and the public, whether there are specific exampi@ssessments of NSOs, and how NSOs
interact with the public to manage perceptions.okding to the Fundamental Principles of
Official Statistics, statistical agencies are égdito comment on erroneous interpretation and
misuse of statistics. The question will be posetbaghat extent statistical offices should enter
into discussion when data are misused.

Session 4. General discussion and conclusions

21. The session is organised logland.

22. This session will take the form of a general disaus. It will focus on the
recommendations and possible proposals for futumd what may arise during the course of the
seminar.

Item 4. Seminar on strategic issues in businessasstics.

23. The seminar is organised by Statistics Canada anosEat. The seminar will take place on
the second day of the Conference, 9 June 2009.

24. The seminar is organized around the two main chgédle that business statistics will be
facing over the coming years. Firstly, there isadto continue reducing the statistical burden
on enterprises. Secondly, the strong integratfomosld markets is changing the structure of the
economy. New phenomena linked with the procesdatiiadjsation have to be described by
statistics.

25. The two challenges of reducing the response buaddrthe needs for better statistics are
not contradictory. Responding to new data requirgsiean go hand in hand with a reduction of
respondent burden through the use of new datactioltemethods and other technological
innovations, as well as by simultaneously elimimgold data collections that are no longer
needed.
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Session 1. Reduction of respondent burden

26. The session is organised by Statistics Slovenitelth papers are prepared by Eurostat,
Portugal and Slovenia.

27. The session will highlight and discuss current ewders around the world to further
reduce response burden. This would include effortaore effectively use business registers and
administrative data to avoid duplication in thelection of information from businesses. This
does not only mean avoiding the survey of busireegg®n administrative data exist but also
standardizing the concepts to reduce data heteedgeamd the burden of their collection.

28. Reduction of response burden has already beensdisdwat the latest conference of the
International Association of Official Statistics\DS) held in Shanghai in October 2008, as well
as at the conference of Director Generals of NS@seoEU member countries held in Vilnius in
September 2008. The session will summarize thdadblaiinformation and then discuss further
the following issues: differentiating between attuad perceived response burden; trade-off
between response burden and quality of statistasts and benefits of using administrative data
as a substitute to surveys.

Session 2. Emerging areas, new developments andiesds in business statistics

29. The session is organised by Institut National detédistique et des Etudes Economiques
(INSEE), France. Invited papers are prepared byvsdgy Spain and the U.S. Bureau of
Economic Analysis. The keynote address is delivese@iom Mesenbourg (U.S. Census
Bureau).

30. The session will identify and discuss the issuekdrallenges facing statistical agencies to
respond to user needs in the emerging areas ofdassstatistics where new developments are
occurring. Over the past decades, economic andodofiical changes have affected the
structure of the national economy and made thenenmbegrated in global markets. This
development is likely to continue in the futurettis context, the challenges for statistical
agencies to reflect and measure the new phenomemaumerous. The issues that will be
covered in this session relate to the strategitieriges of collecting information from
businesses on the following issues: structure atiditees of multinational enterprises; business
and innovation strategies and intangible assegs Kkaowledge, ‘goodwill’); and emerging trends
in entrepreneurship.

Item 5. Coordination of international statistical work in the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe region

31. This agenda item is concerned with the coordinatiointernational statistical work in the
UNECE region and the decisions and recommendatimighe Conference is expected to take
on the respective issues.

32. The Conference will be informed about the reguladépth reviews of selected statistical
areas made by the CES Bureau. The reviews lodkadégic issues in statistics in the next five
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years or so, and deal with issues of concern tisstal offices of a conceptual and coordinating
nature.

(@) Outcomes of the in-depth reviews conducted/tihe Bureau in October
2008 and February 2009

(i) Housing statistics

33. The Bureau made an in-depth review of housingsstediin February 2009. The
Conference will be informed about the outcomesefdiscussion.

34. Furthermore, the Bureau asked the secretariandodiit which are the priority issues in
housing statistics in CES member countries whemk &binternational level could be
considered useful. To this end, the secretaridtowiisult the CES members to identify the
priority areas for future international work. Ther@erence will discuss possible future work on
housing statistics based on the outcome of theuttari®on.

(i) Agriculture statistics, including forestry and fisheries

35. The topic was reviewed in depth by the Bureau ito@er 2008. Following the decision of
the Bureau, the in-depth review paper was circdlaaehe CES members for written comments
in January 2009. The CES Bureau discussed in Fgb2089 the future work in agriculture
statistics in the UNECE region based on a propog&urostat and comments by countries and
international organizations.

36. The Conference will be informed about the outcorngne review and will consider a
proposal for future work in agriculture statistingdhe UNECE region prepared by Eurostat.

(iii) Statistics on labour cost

37. The topic was reviewed in depth by the Bureau ito@er 2008. Following the decision of
the Bureau, the in-depth review paper was circdleaghe CES members for written comments
in December 2008. The outcome of the consultatias reviewed by the Bureau in February
2009.

38. The Conference will be informed about the outcorini® in-depth review.

(b) In-depth review of statistical disseminationcommunication and
publications

39. Statistical dissemination, communication and paians will be discussed at the CES
plenary session in June 2009, prior to the in-degéfew by the CES Bureau in October 2009.

40. The aim of the discussion is to seek input fronC&IS members for an in-depth review of
international work in statistical disseminationfroaunication and publications. The discussion
should identify challenges for statistical offigaghis area and determine what the international
statistical community and international organizasican do to assist national statistical offices
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in meeting these challenges. The focus should baisimg issues that are not yet addressed, or
not sufficiently addressed, at international lesadl identifying possible areas of duplication of
work.

41. The outcomes of the discussion will serve as inptite in-depth review, to be conducted
by the CES Bureau in October 2009.

Iltem 6. Principles on confidentiality and privacy apects of statistical data integration

42. The Task Force on Confidentiality and Privacy Aspexd Statistical Data Integration was
set up by the CES Bureau in 2007 to produce af gtreiples and annotated guidelines for
addressing confidentiality and privacy aspectdatistical data integration projects. The Bureau
discussed the Principles at its February 2009 mgefiollowing the Bureau decision, the
Principles will be sent to CES members for eledtr@onsultation prior to the CES 2009 plenary
session.

43. Subiject to the results of the consultatiBrinciples on confidentiality and privacy aspects
of statistical data integration will be submitted to the Conference for endorsetmen

Iltem 7. Guidelines on the use and dissemination dfata on international immigration to
facilitate their use to improve emigration data ¢ sending countries

44. The CES Task Force on Measuring Emigration hasgpeeitheGuidelines on the use and
dissemination of data on international immigration to facilitate their use to improve emigration
data of sending countries. The Bureau reviewed the Guidelines at its Felgr@@09 meeting.
The Guidelines have been updated to take into at¢ba comments by the CES Bureau
members. The Bureau decided that the Guidelineddte sent to the CES members for
electronic consultation prior to the CES 2009 pigrsession.

45. Subiject to the results of the consultation, thef@amce will be invited to endorse the
Guidelines.

Iltem 8. Manual on victimisation surveys

46. The Task Force on Victim Surveys has develop®thaual on Victimisation Surveys. The
CES Bureau discussed the Manual at its February g@eting. The Bureau decided that the
Manual should be sent to CES members for electrmomsultation prior to the CES 2009
plenary session.

47. Subject to the results of the consultation, thef@amce will be invited to endorse the
Manual.
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Item 9. United Nations Economic Commission for Eurpe Statistical programme and
work of the Conference’s teams of specialists

(a) Statistical Programme: report on 2008 and plas for 2009

48. The UNECE Statistical Programme for 2009 and tipenteon the implementation of the
2008 Programme will be presented briefly for infatian.

(b) Reports of the Conference of European Statistians Bureau meetings and
progress reports on teams of specialists working wer the Conference

49. The reports from the CES Bureau meetings iml@st2008 and February 2009, the
progress reports of the teams of specialists (Btg&roups, Task Forces) working under the
auspices of the CES, and the reports from expergtings held since June 2008 will be
presented for information.

Iltem 10. Selection of topics for seminars to takel@ce during the 2010 plenary session of
the Conference of European Statisticians

50. A list of possible topics for seminars to take plaeiring the 2010 plenary session will be
distributed by the UNECE secretariat in advancthefplenary session to consult the CES
member countries and international organizatioftse Bureau will submit a proposal, taking
into account the survey results, for discussionapptoval by the Conference.

Iltem 11. Election of the Conference of European Stiagticians Bureau for 2009-2011

51. The current term of all members of the Bureau ef@onference of European Statisticians
expires at the closing of the 2009 plenary sessiori,0 June 2009. At the 2009 plenary session,
therefore, elections for a Chairman and for the imens of the Bureau will be held for the two-
year period June 2009 to June 2011.

Item 12. Other business

52. Any additional issues that the Conference neetie toformed of can be taken up under
this agenda item.

Iltem 11. Adoption of the report

53. The Conference is expected to adopt the repoheo2009 plenary session before it
adjourns. The report will be limited as far as fildssto decisions taken by the Conference
during the course of the plenary session. Thé fayort of the plenary session will be produced
within two weeks or so after the plenary sessiahwiti be made available on the UNECE Web
site.
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