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Summary

The paper discusses a method called fingerprinting that is used to find the “risky”
records in amicrodata set. The intuition on which the method rests is that records with many
short unique (in the file) combinations of scores on key variables are potentially dangerous,
and should beidentified. Tracking the risky recordsin a microdata set is the aim of
fingerprinting. Once the risky records with (some of) their fingerprints have been identified,
appropriate data protection techniques can be applied to make the file safer by reducing the
number of fingerprints. Various algorithms are discussed that identify the set of risky records
in amicrodata set, or an approximation thereof.
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