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MULTI-STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION ON ROAD SAFETY 

Geneva, 1 October 2015 

 

DRAFT Outcome document 
 

The overall goal 

 

The main purpose of the consultation was to bring together Mr. Jean Todt, the Special Envoy 

of the Secretary-General for Road Safety, with representatives of civil society, and facilitate 

an exchange of views and ideas regarding his Plan of Action. The meeting aimed to clarify 

objectives, develop working methods and provide an open and transparent forum for multi-

stakeholder engagement in the global work on road safety. Participants agreed that the 

consultation led to a greater awareness and understanding of the role and action plan of the 

Special Envoy for Road Safety, the aim of the potential UN Global Fund for Road Safety and 

possible options and modalities for its creation and implementation. It further helped to 

identify opportunities for strengthening multi-stakeholder collaboration on road safety. 

 

Opening  

 

The consultation was opened by Mr. Christian Friis Bach, Executive Secretary of UNECE, 

and addressed by the Special Envoy, Mr. Jean Todt, Ms. Margie Peden (Coordinator on 

Unintentional Injury Prevention in the World Health Organization’s Department for the 

Management of Non-communicable Diseases, Disability, Violence & Injury Prevention) and 

Mr. Jeffrey Witte (President of the Global Alliance of NGOs for Road Safety). 

 

Session I: The Action Plan of the Special Envoy for Road Safety: objectives, strategic 

goals, and deliverables 

 

The consultation discussed the role and the Action Plan of the Special Envoy. With the 

assistance of an extrabudgetary secretariat, Mr. Todt will maintain a distinction that separates 

his role as Special Envoy from his role as President of FIA. The Special Envoy’s activities 

will be governed by applicable United Nations rules and best practices regarding conflict of 

interest. At all times, it is expected that the Special Envoy will carry out his role and 

responsibilities according to the highest ethical standards of the United Nations.  
 

Given the above, Mr. Todt explained how he would manage any conflict of interest that may 

arise due to his simultaneous roles as Special Envoy and president of the Fédération  

Internationale d’Automobile (FIA). He stressed that there are synergies to be gained 

especially with regard to his capacity to reach out to decision-makers and raise awareness for 

road safety. 

 

The consultation appreciated the Special Envoy’s commitment to working constructively 

with civil society on improving road safety, his readiness to organize joint road safety events 

as well as his open invitation to civil society to take part in the events and meetings he 

attends. 
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The consultation agreed that the Special Envoy’s secretariat will maintain regular 

communication with the Global Alliance. The Global Alliance will facilitate a network of 

regional and/or national advisors to help contextualize the technical assistance and provide 

recommendations to the Special Envoy. It was also agreed that the Global Alliance would 

refer non-governmental organizations to the Special Envoy and his secretariat within 

regional, national and particular demographics to encourage collaboration and shared 

expertise within local contexts. 

 

The consultation welcomed the Special Envoy’s engagement in preventing road fatalities by 

promoting the establishment and enforcement of national legislation to tackle key causes of 

road deaths: impaired driving, speeding, and non-use of seat-belts or helmets. It also 

welcomed the Special Envoy’s engagement in advocating for the implementation of safer 

vehicle norms and regulations across the world, the foreseen focus on the safety of vulnerable 

road users, and promoting effective post-crash response.    

 

The consultation appreciated the Special Envoy’s commitment to transparency through 

regular reporting of his activities and welcomed the sharing of these activity reports with the 

Office of the Secretary-General, and via the Special Envoy’s website. It was also agreed that 

the Special Envoy would provide information about his planned activities in advance to 

encourage greater involvement by civil society and other stakeholders in these activities. 

 

Session II: UN Global Fund for Road Safety 
 

The consultation discussed the aim for a proposed UN Global Fund for Road Safety as well 

as options and modalities for its creation and implementation. 

 

The consultation agreed that the aim of a UN Global Fund for Road Safety should be to 

finance activities with potential catalytic impact on road safety and in this way support the 

achievement of the road safety targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, as 

well as the implementation of the Goals of the UN Decade of Action for Road Safety. To this 

end, the focus of activities should be informed by the five pillars of the Decade (road safety 

management, roads, vehicles, road user behaviour, post-crash response). The activities should 

promote modal shifts towards the use of public transport, safe walking and cycling, and 

modal shifts from road to rail. 

 

The consultation noted the need for professional full-time fund-raisers to be working for the 

fund, a budget for fund promotion, and high-level people advocacy for the fund and for 

mobilizing adequate funding. In this context, the consultation appreciated the offer from the 

Chair of the FIA High-level Panel to support fund mobilization. 

 

The consultation acknowledged the fact that a United Nations fund must be managed in 

accordance with the United Nations financial regulations and rules, including on reporting 

obligations. It further acknowledged that United Nations funds are open to contributions from 

member States, non-governmental organizations, the private sector and individuals. It was 

suggested that a screening mechanism for donors should be incorporated into fund 

administration. 
 

The consultation also acknowledged the fact that grantees of United Nations funds can be 

government entities, international or non-governmental organizations.  
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The consultation encouraged that a mechanism be incorporated into the fund to allow 

providing grants, in particular, to small, local NGOs for on the ground work at the local level. 

 

The consultation also emphasized that national governments play an important role in 

empowering and funding stakeholders working for road safety, including NGOs, and this 

should be underlined in the work of the Special Envoy. 

 

It further noted that discussions on the proposed UN fund would proceed with adequate 

consultations with all interested stakeholders including civil society, in a fully transparent 

manner. 

 

Session III: Opportunities for joint collaboration on road safety 

 

The consultation looked into opportunities for joint collaboration between UN Member States 

and all stakeholders involved in the work on road safety i.e.: the Special Envoy, UNECE, 

WHO and other UN agencies, the World Bank and other multilateral development banks, and 

civil society. In this context, the activities led by UNECE in the framework of the Inland 

Transport Committee and WHO were presented with specific focus on areas with 

opportunities for strengthened cooperation.  

 

The consultation agreed with the Special Envoy’s proposal to establish an annual road safety 

forum for an exchange of information between the Special Envoy and governments, United 

Nations entities, civil society and the private sector.  

 

The consultation encouraged the civil society representatives to promote accession to and 

implementation of UN legal instruments on road safety. 

 

The consultation promoted several inroads for events, including the possibility of continuing 

the #SaveKidsLives campaign post-Brasilia, increased funding and support for the Global 

Week of Road Safety, and a sustainable funding mechanism for the World Day of 

Remembrance.  

 

The consultation called upon NGOs to formalize their involvement in the work of the United 

Nations (by applying for ECOSOC consultative status) and its Agencies such as WHO. 

 

The consultation called for civil society to prepare background information on their projects 

by country in order to establish a project database that the Special Envoy could use when 

advocating for road safety.  

 

Follow-up 

 

The consultation asked UNECE to provide written replies to questions raised by the civil 

society at the meeting which were not fully addressed due to lack of time. 

 

The draft conclusions will be circulated to participants for comments within one week. . The 

final version of the conclusions will then be posted on the website of the Special Envoy.  


