
. 

REGIONAL ICPDB2014 
TRENDS & RELATED SDGs 
INDICATORS  

Vitalija Gaucaite Wittich, Chief of Population Unit, UNECE 
Ian McFarlane, Deputy Director, Regional Office for Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia, UNFPA 
2 November, 2016/ Geneva 



Population: Regional trends 



UNECE member States 

56 states, 17 % of world population, ~1/3 of world’s 65+  



Regional trends:  
population 1995 -2015 

People in the UNECE region: 
  live longer  
  are healthier  
  are better educated 
  have fewer children, and later in life 
  live in more diverse family settings  
  have higher incomes  
  are more mobile 

 



Regional trends: population 

 Population growth slowing or negative 
 Ageing societies 
 Increasing diversity 

Societies can prosper with slow/negative population 
growth & with population ageing 
 if they: 

 anticipate change and prepare for it 
 adapt institutions & systems 
 invest in people’s education, health, employment and 

social participation opportunities throughout the life 



Regional trends:  
a few facts about population (1) 
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Regional trends:  
a few facts about population (2) 
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Regional trends:  
a few facts about population (3) 
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Regional trends:  
a few facts about population (4) 

 Life expectancy at birth, men (1990-2014) 

Source: UNECE  statistical database 
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Regional trends:  
a few facts about population (5) 

 
 • 195 million people are ≥ 65 years old 

• Life expectancy - high but with important disparities 
between countries and between genders: 

• Women at birth: from 74 years to 86 years 
• Men at birth: from 65 years to 81 years 
• Women at 65: from 15 years to 23.6 years 
• Men at 65: from 12.3 years to 20.1 years 

Source: UNECE  statistical database 



ICPD Beyond 2014 - Regional findings  



Persisting/emerging issues 

• Big differences in mortality, morbidity 
(between east & west, men & women) 

• Non-communicable/lifestyle-related diseases  

• STIs/HIV infections 

• Barriers to access SRH services, including 
modern contraceptives 

 

 

 

 



Persisting/emerging issues 

• Youth unemployment 

• Gender inequality and violence against women 
persisting 

• Non-traditional family settings insufficiently 
recognized 

• Economic inequalities between and within 
countries 



Implementing ICPD PoA:  
Overall Policy Responses so far 
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      Achievements 
 Harmonization of national legislation, policies and 

programmes in line with international agreements, 
including ICPD PoA 

 Stronger focus on sexual and reproductive  
health and reproductive rights  

 Attention to the needs and  
human rights of  
vulnerable  
groups 

 
 
 

                           Challenges      
 Translating policies into actions 

supported by budget allocations 
 Reaching out to individuals & 

marginalised groups   
 Monitoring and evaluation of policy 

implementation 
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Migration: increasing 
complexity 
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Inequalities  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Despite diversity: we can see a couple of trends that are shared by most countries in the region



SRH 
• 17 million unmet need for modern contraception 
• 12.6 million secondary infertility 
• The only region not to achieve MDG6 on HIV 
• What should we measure?  

– More than 18,000 women die every year in EECA 
due to cervical cancer.  700 die giving birth.  

• Does everyone count? 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In several of our counties, use of modern contraception is below that in least developed countries. Access and use of modern contraception does not reduce fertility, it keeps women and men safe from STIs. We have some of he highest levels of secondary infertility – a dramatic 12.6 million women have had one child and would like to have another, but cannot.HIV is a significant feature in our region, with incidence increasing, and patterns of transmission changing. In some countries 70% of transmission is sexual.A provocative question: what should we measure? Which indicators make most sense? Here, an example for us to think about.Contraceptive choice is really a major panacea for the challenges in our region.And another? Are we yet able to measure everyone. Just putting this presentation together made me realize the many challenges that statistical systems in our region face!



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Moving on to investment and policy options, let me show you this slide. This slide comes from UNFPA’s flagship publication the State of the World Population. In our regional supplement, we looked at the faces behind the figures, and invited young girls to speak to their own dreams from now (aged 10) to 2030 (aged 25). What we decide during this meeting could well help us chart the progress that is made.Two contrasting data sets: In blue, our EECA region is high in terms of female enrolment in tertiary education – many countries are ahead of the global average, 4 ahead of North America and Western Europe. That represents such great human capital!In red, the data on teenage births. Some 443,000 girls gave birth in our region and as you can see the rates are much higher in EECA. This represents a risk for their health and a risk for not making the most of their potential – not just to have children when they want to, but also to balance work and family life, thereby contributing to society as a whole.



Mobility 
• Existing high level of migration in the region. 

– migrants as a percentage of total population (Ukraine, 11%; Moldova 
17%, Georgia 17%).  

– Of the top 20 countries with the largest diaspora in the world in 2015, 
five were from EECA (Russia, 3rd highest; Ukraine, 7th; Kazakhstan, 
13th; Romania, 17th; Turkey 18th). 

• Dramatic increase in refugees. 
• High impact on individuals and families, including 
those left behind. 

• Potential benefits of migration. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Migration is not new, but let’s remind ourselves of its scale – in terms of percentage of migrants per country, size of diaspora, and the consequences of internal migration, calling again our attention to disaggregated data. As was noted during the Geneva conference  2013 – the policy issue is to mitigate negative aspects and maximize benefits – and figuring out the indicators that can track our progress.



Gender and family roles 
• 25.4% in our region have a lifetime prevalence of physical 

or sexual intimate partner violence.  
• States to “take steps to ensure that laws, policies and 

practices respect women’s equal right to decide 
autonomously in matters regarding their own lives and 
health, including their bodies, by repealing discriminatory 
laws relating third-party authorization for health information 
and services, and combating gender stereotypes and 
behaviours that discriminate against them” . 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here let me  focus on one aspect of gender equality: WHO report 2013. In some countries in the region it is higher than 50%. Among some groups it is even higher – a survey carried out with WHO and NGO partners revealed that 100% of sex workers face violence.The recent Human Rights Council resolution on VAW stressed the following.In terms of family roles, in general women are having children later, high numbers of children born to parents who are not married.Let me also mention a feature of gender discrimination in some of our countries in the region – gender-biased sex selection.



Inequality 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
To illustrate the issue of diversity, here is a slide showing how average, national data can conceal pockets of poverty in some countries in our region. In terms of our work here, it reminds us of the need for disaggregated data, in line with the SDG principle of universality and leaving no-one behind.



Opportunities 
• Census Round; Ministerial commitments, eg WHO 

Regional Committee SRH Action Plan, and TB/HIV; MIPAA.  
• Looking at the “gaps” between specific groups and the 

general population – eg Youth Gap – and specific “new” 
indices eg Active Ageing Index 

• Linking academic research, statistical systems and policy 
analysis and impact. 

• Going beyond the “average”, including benefitting from 
community level research and targeted surveys to 
complement official statistics (eg HIV). 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opportunities in terms of data – collection, dissemination and use.Getting and analyzing the data. More on sources tomorrow.New commitment and indicator frameworks egWork emerging on gaps and specific indices.



Thank you 
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