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  Report on the meeting of the Bureau of the Working Group 
on Ageing 

  Note by the secretariat 

I. Introduction 

1. The second meeting of the Bureau of the Working Group on Ageing was held on 
27 and 28 May 2010 in Sliema, Malta. 

2. The following United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) member 
States were represented at the meeting: Belgium, Czech Republic, Germany, Malta, Serbia, 
Slovakia and Spain. Two representatives from the European Centre for Social Welfare 
Policy and Research (European Centre Vienna, ECV) participated in the meeting. As a 
representative of non-governmental organizations, the European Federation of Older 
Persons participated. The UNECE secretariat provided substantive support in organizing 
and conducting the meeting. 

3. The Chair of the Bureau welcomed the participants and opened the meeting. 

4.  The Bureau adopted the agenda. 

 II. Policy briefs 

5. The secretariat introduced two draft policy briefs entitled “Towards community 
long-term care” and “Advancing intergenerational solidarity”. The secretariat also reported 
on progress with regard to the policy briefs on “Tapping the potential of volunteering” and 
“Age-friendly employment policies and practices”. 

6. The Bureau discussed the four policy briefs and agreed on several revisions, 
including changes in the structure and content of the policy brief on advancing 
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intergenerational solidarity. The secretariat would consider the proposed changes when 
finalizing the policy brief.  

7. With regard to the policy briefs on volunteering and on age-friendly employment 
policies, the Bureau emphasized the need for submission of additional examples of good 
practice by the members of the Working Group. The secretariat would follow up by 
resending the call for examples of good practices. 

8. The secretariat explained the usefulness of the recently published database of good 
practices. The Bureau requested the secretariat to promote the database and facilitate its use 
by the members of the Working Group on Ageing. The secretariat would resend the link (to 
the webpage of the database to all members of the Working Group on Ageing. 

9. The Bureau was invited to discuss proposals for further policy briefs to be discussed 
at the Working Group’s third meeting. The Bureau agreed that the suggestions for the 
themes of the future briefs would be forwarded to the secretariat in good time for presenting 
them for a discussion at the third meeting of the Working Group in November 2010. 

 III. Capacity-building 

10. In absence of the Armenian delegate, the secretariat reported on the latest 
developments with regard to the Armenian Road Map for Mainstreaming Ageing. The 
Bureau emphasized the need for follow-up on the Armenian Road Map, including through 
briefing by the Government of Armenia on current progress and future plans with regard to 
implementing the Road Map during the forthcoming session of the Working Group. 

11. The secretariat then provided an overview of progress in the work on the Moldovan 
Road Map for Mainstreaming Ageing. A review of essential documents had taken place, 
and a fact-finding mission had been undertaken to carry out interviews and focus group 
discussions with major stakeholders. Based on the information collected, the drafting of 
chapters was ongoing. A follow-up mission was scheduled for June 2010 to cover open 
questions and specifically address the issue of monitoring and evaluation. The Government 
of the Republic of Moldova was invited to report on progress on the Road Map at the third 
meeting of the Working Group on Ageing. 

12. The secretariat informed Bureau members of plans and activities in connection with 
the preparation of the capacity development training workshops in the Republic of Moldova 
and in Israel. A capacity-building workshop was planned in Chisinau, Republic of 
Moldova, in collaboration with the United Nations Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs and the United Nations Population Fund, which were assisting country teams in 
conducting a survey on ageing in Republic of Moldova and had previously supported a 
similar survey in Armenia. The workshop, scheduled for 27 to 29 October 2010, should 
serve to present the surveys’ data as well as review the progress in developing and 
implementing the UNECE Road Maps on Mainstreaming Ageing for Armenia and 
Republic of Moldova. The UNECE secretariat would contribute to the substantive and 
administrative preparation of the workshop. In addition, a capacity-building training 
workshop in Israel on the topic “Community services for the elderly” was planned for 
February 2011, and would be organized by Israel’s International Cooperation Agency 
(MASHAV) in Haifa with the participation of the UNECE Population Unit. 

13. A delegate of the Czech Republic presented his country’s proposal for a capacity 
development training workshop tentatively scheduled for October 2011, to be organized in 
collaboration with the International Institute on Ageing. The Bureau welcomed the 
initiative of the Government of the Czech Republic and requested the secretariat to work 
with the organizers on developing the workshop’s topic and agenda. 
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 IV. Indicators and website for monitoring the implementation of 
the UNECE Regional Implementation Strategy for the 
Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing  

14. The European Centre Vienna presented its progress report with regard to finalizing 
the lists of indicators of achievement on gender issues and on long-term care and the related 
methodological approaches, as well as its work on the related website 
(http://www.euro.centre.org) and the mainstreaming ageing newsletter 
(http://www.monitoringris.org/index.php?id=30). The Bureau acknowledged with 
appreciation the important input of the ECV in supporting the monitoring of the UNECE 
Regional Implementation Strategy for the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing 
(UNECE RIS/MIPAA) and emphasized the need for continuing cooperation between the 
secretariat and ECV in promoting the implementation of UNECE RIS/MIPAA, particularly 
vis-à-vis preparing for the second review and appraisal of MIPAA in 2012. In that 
connection, ECV was requested to focus its presentation at the forthcoming meeting of the 
Working Group on Ageing on practical use of the developed indicators and the monitoring 
website in conducting the review and appraisal exercise at national level.    

 V. Ageing policies: the case of Malta 

15. A representative of Malta described the demographic situation in his country, paying 
particular attention to the issues of population ageing and related policy responses. 

 VI. Discussion on the second review and appraisal cycle  
of UNECE RIS/MIPAA  

16. With reference to the decisions of the forty-eighth session of the Commission for 
Social Development, the delegate of Germany presented a first draft of a concept note with 
ideas and plans for the second review and appraisal of RIS/MIPAA in the UNECE region, 
including a general outline of a possible ministerial conference on ageing in 2012. 

17. The Bureau members appreciated the concept note presented by Germany. Further 
decisions regarding the location, financing and motto of a proposed ministerial conference 
still had to be made. To facilitate a further discussion on that topic during the third meeting 
of the Working Group in November 2010, the secretariat was requested to prepare a note 
outlining the modalities for the second review and appraisal of RIS/MIPAA in the UNECE 
region, including the reporting procedure and a provisional budget for a ministerial 
conference. 

 VII. Agenda of the third meeting of the Working Group  
on Ageing 

18. The secretariat presented a draft of the provisional agenda for the third meeting of 
the Working Group on Ageing, scheduled for 22 and 23 November 2010. The Bureau 
suggested some changes in the ordering and grouping of the agenda items, pointing to the 
need to allocate sufficient time for discussing the preparations for the second review and 
appraisal of UNECE RIS/MIPAA. 
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 VIII. Reporting to the Executive Committee 

19. The secretariat informed the Bureau of the Working Group on the envisaged 
reporting to the UNECE Executive Committee and the need for renewing the mandate of 
the Working Group on Ageing for the next two years. The Bureau members agreed to 
contact their respective ministries of foreign affairs to support the work of the Executive 
Committee on that matter. 

 IX. Other business 

20. During the meeting, the secretariat informed the Bureau members about the rapidly 
depleting resources of the UNECE trust fund account on ageing. With reference to the 
earlier commitment of the Bureau members to investigate possibilities for their respective 
ministries to provide financial contributions, the secretariat pointed to the fact that without 
additional financial resources the delivery of activities and outputs related to the 
functioning of the Working Group on Ageing would become problematic.  

 X. Summary and closing of the meeting 

21. The Chair presented the summary and decisions of the second meeting of the 
Bureau. It was decided that the Bureau would briefly meet during the third meeting of the 
Working Group on Ageing. The Bureau would meet again in May 2011, after the third 
meeting of the Working Group. The representative of Spain offered to host the 2011 
meeting of the Bureau in Spain. 

22. The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting. 

 

    


