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Background  to ICPD Beyond 2014 Global Review 

• General Assembly resolution 65/234 on the follow-up to the International Conference on Population 
and Development beyond 2014 calls on countries to undertake reviews of the progress achieved and the 
constraints faced in the implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on 
Population and Development at all levels, particularly at the national and regional level and at the level of 
international cooperation.  

• It further calls on the United Nations Population Fund, in consultation with Member States and in 
cooperation with all relevant organizations of the United Nations system and other relevant international 
organizations, as well as institutions and experts, to undertake an operational review of the 
implementation of the Programme of Action on the basis of the highest-quality data and analysis of the 
state of population and development and taking into account the need for a systematic, comprehensive 
and integrated approach to population and development issues. 

• The resolution further stresses the importance of responding to new challenges relevant to population 
and development and to the changing development environment, and reinforcing the integration of the 
population and development agenda in global processes related to development.  
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Purpose of ICPD Beyond 2014 Global Review 

• Produce the most authoritative account of the state of population and development in 2014, 
including identifying and addressing new or emerging challenges and opportunities for 
accelerating the implementation of the Cairo agenda and supporting countries to achieve their 
development objectives; 
 

• The outcome report serves as the major reference point for discussing, implementing and 
monitoring population and development policies and programmes beyond 2014, with an 
updated agenda, taking into account new and emerging issues, best practices and lessons 
learned, and including a monitoring framework for the ICPD agenda; 

  
• Integrate population and development into the UN development agenda beyond 2015, in a 

post-MDG framework; 
  
• Expand the ICPD community, including reaching out to young people, and demonstrating the 

relevance of the agenda to the wider global society, in order to generate political support for 
actions required for the full achievement of the ICPD goals and mobilize involvement.  
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ICPD Beyond 2014 Global Survey 

 Core basis of the review, the global survey.  
 184 questionnaires completed and verified (176 countries and 8 

regions and territories); data sets on quantitative data completed 
and shared with United Nations Regional Commissions; qualitative 
information on facilitators, barriers, achievements and priorities  
coded and shared 

 Global survey trends, conclusions and recommendations from 
global survey available   
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Several aspects to the icpd review process, including thematic and technical meetings on Youth, Human Rights, Womens health and monitoring /indicators but today I will only focus on the ICPD beyond 2015 Global survey which was really the core basis of the review. 



Outline of the Questionnaire  
• SECTION 1: POPULATION, SUSTAINED ECONOMIC GROWTH AND SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT (CHAPTER III) 
 

• SECTION 2: POPULATION GROWTH AND STRUCTURE (CHAPTER VI)  
• Addressing the needs of adolescents and youth 
• Addressing ageing and the needs of older persons 
• Addressing the needs of persons with disability  
• Addressing the needs of indigenous people 

 
• SECTION 3: URBANIZATION AND INTERNAL MIGRATION (CHAPTER IX) 

 
• SECTION 4: INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT (CHAPTER X) 

 
• SECTION 5: FAMILY, WELLBEING OF INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES (CHAPTER V) 

 
• SECTION 6 : REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH (CHAPTERVII) AND 

HEALTH, MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY (CHAPTER VIII) 
 

• SECTION 7: GENDER EQUALITY, EQUITY/EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN (CHAPTER IV) 
 
• SECTION 8: POPULATION, DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION (CHAPTER XI) 
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Questionnaire was designed based on the chapters of the ICPD PoA.Questions on ageing chapter 6Again, survey looked at all these things but I will focus only on the issue of ageing and needs of older persons given time today



Global Survey - what were we 
looking for? 

 
• Structure  

• Existence of policy/strategy/ programme addressing the ICPD theme as per PoA 
• Governance / institution/ mechanisms  
• Budget / resources  

  
• Process / Implementation 

• Focus on specific ICPD PoA actions in implementation of policies  
• Inclusion of target population in policies 
• Reported progress / challenges/ enablers in implementation  
• Research  
• Partnership (CSO, Private sector)  
• International cooperation  
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Findings 
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Ageing and older persons 
• Globally, in the last 20 years, the population of older persons aged 

60 years or over has increased by 56%, from 490 million in 1990 to 
765 million in 2010.  

• During this time, the increase in the population of older persons in 
developing countries was more than twice (72%) than in developed 
countries (33%), but populations in all regions are aging, with 
projections that more than 20% of the global population will be age 
60+ by 2050 

• Persons age 60 and above already make up more than 20% of the 
population in Europe, 15% of the population in Oceania, and are 
anticipated to make up 15% of the population in the Americas by 
2015.  

• Number of older persons is projected to surpass the number of 
children by 2047. Many developed countries are already facing 
extremely low old-age support ratios. 
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What were the findings on ageing and older persons?Globally, in the last 20 years, the population of older persons aged 60 years or over has increased by 56%, from 490 million in 1990 to 765 million in 2010. During this time, the increase in the population of older persons in developing countries was more than twice (72%) than in developed countries (33%), but populations in all regions are aging, with projections that more than 20% of the global population will be age 60+ by 2050Persons age 60 and above already make up more than 20% of the population in Europe, 15% of the population in Oceania, and are anticipated to make up 15% of the population in the Americas by 2015. Due to rapid projected growth in the population of older persons in the coming decades, the number of older persons is projected to surpass the number of children by 2047. Many developed countries are already facing extremely low old-age support ratios.



Addressing the Needs of the Older 
People  
• Higher percentage of countries with current old-age structures 

address the issues related to the needs of older persons.  
• Extent to which these issues have been addressed by countries that 

will be transitioning to such population structures over next two 
decades was a focus of the review.  

• Globally, 40 countries – including China, India, Indonesia, Vietnam, 
Brazil, Mexico and Iran – had an old-age dependency ratio between 
6 and 12 in 2010 that is estimated to increase to more than 12 in 
2030 (medium projection).  

• A high proportion of these countries address the issues of “providing 
social services including long-term care” (94.3%), “providing 
affordable, appropriate and accessible health care” (91.4%), 
“extending or improving old age allowances” (87.5%), “enabling 
older persons to live independently as long as possible” (88.6%) and 
“collecting disaggregated data” (87.5%). 
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In the past 20 years what has been the progress globallly in addressing the needs of older people?The ICPD Beyond 2014 Global Survey shows that a higher percentage of countries with old-age structures address the issues related to the needs of older persons. These are countries with current old-age dependency ratios higher than 12 persons aged 65 or over per 100 persons of working age (15-64).  However, the review also focused on the extent to which these same issues have been addressed by countries that will be transitioning to such population structures over the next two decades, in order to see whether government policies to address the needs of older persons are already in place. Globally, 40 countries – including China, India, Indonesia, Vietnam, Brazil, Mexico and Iran – had an old-age dependency ratio between 6 and 12 in 2010 that is estimated to increase to more than 12 in 2030. Good news is that a high proportion of these countries are addressing the issues of “providing social services including long-term care” (94.3%), “providing affordable, appropriate and accessible health care” (91.4%), “extending or improving old age allowances” (87.5%), “enabling older persons to live independently as long as possible” (88.6%) and “collecting disaggregated data” (87.5%).



Addressing the Needs of the 
Older People  
• Progress in the areas of social protection, health care and 

data collection have not been matched by advances in 
employment, non-discrimination or participation in 
society 

• A smaller share of countries are “addressing neglect, 
abuse and violence against older persons” (73.5%), 
“enabling older persons to make full use of their skills 
and abilities” (68.6%), “providing support to families 
caring for older persons” (66.7%), “instituting concrete 
procedures and mechanisms for participation” (62.9%), 
“preventing discrimination against older persons, 
especially widows (57.6%), and “promoting employment 
opportunities for older workers” (38.7%). 
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On not so positive side, progress we see in the areas of social protection, health care and data collection have not been matched by advances in employment, non-discrimination or participation in society. A smaller share of these same countries “addressing neglect, abuse and violence against older persons” (73.5%), “enabling older persons to make full use of their skills and abilities” (68.6%), “providing support to families caring for older persons” (66.7%), “instituting concrete procedures and mechanisms for participation” (62.9%), “preventing discrimination against older persons, especially widows (57.6%), and “promoting employment opportunities for older workers” (only 38.7%). 



Addressing the Needs of the Older People  

• 85.7% have institutions, programmes, 
policies and/or strategies: 

 
• 57.1% Oceania,  
• 72.4% Europe,  
• 86.5% Africa,  
• 95.2% Asia,  
• 96.8% Americas  
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Addressing the Needs of the Older People  
 

ISSUES Receiving Less Attention 
 

• 37.9% promoting employment opportunities for older workers 
represents the lowest priority  (61.9% European countries): 
Percentage decreases considerably in other regions: 41.9% in the 
Americas, 40% Asia, 28.3% in Africa and 16.7% Oceania 
 

• 47.2% instituting concrete procedures and mechanisms for 
participation( 63.3% Americas and 61.1% Europe) 

 
• 53.7% enabling older persons to make full use of their skills and 

abilities (13% Central Africa, 14% Western Africa) 
 

• 56.4% addressing neglect, violence and abuse against older persons. 
(52.1% in Africa and 16.7% in Oceania) 12 



% of Governments committed to participation of 
key population groups in decision-making 

76%   Adolescents and youth 
73%  Women 
61%  Persons with disability 
47%  Older persons 
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Discrimination 
  
Government commitments to explicitly addressing various forms of 
discrimination are not encouraging,  

 
• 56.3% of countries commit to “preventing discrimination against 

older persons, especially widows” 
 

• 59.8% commit to “guaranteeing to persons with disabilities equal 
and effective legal protection against discrimination on all grounds”  
 

• 60.4% commit to “protecting migrants against human rights abuses, 
racism, ethnocentrism and xenophobia” 
 

• 58.7% of countries committed to “improving the safety of pupils, 
especially girls, in and on their way to school” 
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% Governments committed to fighting 
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Addressing the needs of older people - 
Gender and ageing 
• Due to longer life expectancy among women than among men at 

older ages, elderly women outnumber elderly men in most societies.  
• In 2012, globally, there were 84 men per 100 women in the age 

group 60 years or over and 61 men per 100 women in the age group 
80 years or over.  

• The role of older women as care-givers of children is increasingly 
critical due to wide-scale migration of young and middle aged 
women and men in search of jobs.  

• Despite their significant responsibilities and contributions, many 
women and men in old age sometimes lack dignity and security and 
also face discrimination, abuse and violence. Older women are a 
specific concern.  

• Integrating gender into policies and supports for older persons is 
critical, including in health, other types of care, family supports and 
employment.  
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Concretely at a few issues Due to longer life expectancy among women than among men at older ages, elderly women outnumber elderly men in most societies. In 2012, globally, there were 84 men per 100 women in the age group 60 years or over and 61 men per 100 women in the age group 80 years or over. The role of older women as care-givers of children is increasingly critical due to wide-scale migration of young and middle aged women and men in search of jobs. Despite their significant responsibilities and contributions, many women and men in old age sometimes lack dignity and security and also face discrimination, abuse and violence. Older women are a specific concern. Integrating gender into policies and supports for older persons is critical, including in health, other types of care, family supports and employment. 



Addressing the Needs of Older 
People - Independent living 
• Older individuals are much more likely to live independently in 

developed countries than in developing countries. Globally, 
40% of older persons aged 60 years or over live alone or only 
with their spouse, and older persons living alone more likely 
to be women given their longer life expectancy.  

• Living arrangements of older people vary greatly by level of 
development. About three-quarters of older persons in 
developed countries live independently, compared with only 
one-quarter in developing countries and only one-eighth in 
the least developed countries. 
 



Ageing and Older Persons 
• Flexible employment, lifelong learning and retraining 

opportunities are critical to enable and encourage older 
persons to remain in the labor market, for their own benefit, 
for that of their families, and as an essential resource for 
successful economies that cannot afford to lose their 
experience and expertise.  

 
• Governments should commit to policies and budget lines to 

support social protection, including the extension of pension 
systems, and health care that enable older persons to make 
full use of their skills and abilities and to enjoy independence 
and dignity throughout the life course. 
 



Linkages between next steps and the post 2015 
Development Agenda  

 
Key evidence, conclusions and recommendations from  the 

regional analysis and the global survey analysis prepared 
Results of regional, global and other thematic meetings as 

well as outcomes of regional population conferences from 
June-September, 2013 to contribute to: 
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Linkage between three mandated reports and post 
2015 Development Agenda  

1. The ICPD Review Report, Framework of Actions for the 
Further Implementation of the ICPD PoA beyond 2014 (Cairo 
II), including recommendations on the way forward 
 

2. Secretary General's Summary of the ICPD Review Report  
 

3. Index Report of key issues for implementation to be 
identified in the 47th session of the Commission on 
Population and Development (CPD) April 2014 
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Linkage between three mandated reports and post 
2015 Development Agenda  

ICPD Review Report to provide a template for integrating 
ICPD agenda into global development agenda through the 
themes dignity and human rights; health; mobility and 
secure habitat; governance and sustainability.  
Matches principles of equality and equity, human rights, 

security and sustainability 
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Five Chapters of the ICPD Global Report/Integrated 
Template 
Dignity and Human Rights 
 

Completing the unfinished business of the International Conference on Population and 
Development will require a focused and shared commitment to human rights, to non-
discrimination, and to expanding opportunity for all persons. Any development agenda 
that aims at individual well-being and sustainability has to offer guarantees of 
personhood, dignity and human rights to all persons. Principle 1 of the Programme of 
Action affirmed that all human beings are born “free and equal in dignity and rights”, and 
are entitled to the human rights and freedoms set forth within the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights without distinction of any kind, similarly affirmed in select regional 
human rights instruments. As those rights are guaranteed without distinction of any kind, 
a commitment to non-discrimination and equality in dignity lies at the core of all human 
rights treaties, and was reinforced in the regional review outcomes.   
The review afforded the opportunity to focus on the recurrent question of whether 
achievements since 1994 have expanded opportunities and rights across all sectors of 
society, and across diverse locations. Recognizing that poverty is both the cause and the 
result of social exclusion, and that quality education is a path to individual agency, both 
income inequality and education gains since Cairo are addressed in this chapter.  
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Five Chapters of the Global Report/Integrated 
Template 
Health  
 
Changes in population health between 1990 and 2010 are striking in two ways – in the 
dramatic aggregate shifts in the global health burden towards non-communicable 
diseases and injuries due to global aging, and the persistence of communicable, maternal, 
nutritional and neonatal disorders (i.e. diseases of poverty) in the global south, especially in 
sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. Global efforts to improve the quality and accessibility of 
sexual and reproductive health (SRH services) since 1994, including innovations in 
technologies, have led to significant improvements in many SRH indicators. Yet aggregate 
improvements mask significant inequalities both between and within countries, with far 
too many countries exhibiting progress among households in the upper wealth quintiles, 
with flat or marginal progress among poor households, underscoring the unfinished 
agenda of equal access to quality essential health services. 
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Five Chapters of the Global Report/Integrated 
Template 

Mobility and Secure Habitat  

 
The importance of place to human security and development coincides with impressive 
evidence of our very human interest in migration.  Human beings are unique in being 
neither migratory nor sedentary – i.e. we do not instinctively change our habitation with 
the seasons, but carry within us the capacity for both deep attachment to place, and the 
impulse to seek new and better places.  Our public policies, therefore, need to 
accommodate both human needs – for security of place, and mobility.  This chapter 
reviews the changing social and spatial distributions of the human population since 
1994 – and the importance of integrating data on such population dynamics into the 
planning and evaluation of development programmes, including the need to strengthen 
human rights protection systems for those whose security of tenure and freedom of 
movement are at stake.  
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Five Chapters of the Global Report/Integrated 
Template 
Governance 
 
Governance is the primary means of achieving these goals. The world has seen important 
shifts in the diffusion of authority and leadership since 1994 – with a growing multiplicity 
of national, municipal, civil society and other non-state actors.  Globally, the International 
Conference on Population and Development generated momentum for the creation and 
renewal of institutions to address population dynamics, sustainable development, sexual 
and reproductive health, the needs of adolescents and youth, and gender equality.  The 
past 20 years has also seen a measureable increase in the formal participation of intended 
beneficiaries in the planning and evaluation of population and development-related 
investments, and in the elaboration of common indicators to measure development. As 
the world re-appraises goals for the future, progress in participation is at the core, along 
with the generation and use of knowledge, resource flows and cooperation, and the 
critical and continuing need for global leadership to implement population and 
development beyond 2014. 
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Five Chapters of the Global Report/Integrated 
Template 

Sustainability 
  
The focus on Sustainability reaffirms the intrinsic linkages between the goals elaborated in 
the preceding chapters on dignity, health, place and governance, and clarifies that the 
problems of discrimination and inequality must be prioritized within both the Beyond 2014 
and Post-2015 agendas for the well-being of the human population and our common home 
– the planet. Though deeply desired and much debated, “sustainable development” has 
become a singular challenge to humankind in the 21st century. The fact that the poor 
bear the brunt of environmental burdens, and that they are at the mercy of an 
unsustainable development model for improvement in their lives is a major ethical 
quandary underpinning debates over population and sustainable development. 
Sustainability built on social, economic and environmental cornerstones is the aim of the 
Post-2015 agenda, an aim that the integrated and comprehensive approach to population 
and development agenda beyond 2014 is essential for achieving.  
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Linkage between three mandated reports and post 
2015 Development Agenda 

UNFPA working with Member States, UN System and civil 
society to advance recommendations for post-2015 
development agenda  
Final reports and an electronic version with links to data 

etc., available to Member States and public by 
January/February 2014 for messaging for 47th CPD and UN 
General Assembly Special Session (22 September 2014) 
and for post-2015 intergovernmental process 
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Regional Population Conferences 
 24-26 June 2013, Cairo (UNESCWA/LAS) 
 1-2 July 2013, Geneva (UNECE) 
 12-15 August 2013, Montevideo (UNECLAC) 
 16-20 September, Bangkok (UNESCAP) 
 30 Sept - 4 Oct 2013, Addis Ababa (UNECA/AU) 
 REGIONAL ICPD REPORTS AND CONFERENCE 

OUTOCOMES 

7-10 July 2013 
ICPD Beyond 2014 Human Rights Conference 
 OUTCOME REPORT  

2012-2013 
Thematic Consultations 
(including Population Dynamics) 

UN Development Agenda 

September 2013 
SG Report 
High Level Meeting on MDGs 

ICPD Beyond 2014 Review 
Phase 3: 2013-2014 

Deliverables from the ICPD Review for the Post-2015 
UN Development Agenda 

2013 
National Dialogues on the Post-2015 
Agenda 
 

12-14 November 2013 
International Meeting on ICPD Monitoring and 
Implementation beyond 2014  
 OUTCOME REPORT  

30 September – 2 October 2013 
ICPD Beyond 2014 Meeting on Women’s 
Health  
 TECHNICAL REPORT 
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        UN Development Agenda 
 

April 2014 
 CPD ASSESSMENT OF Secretary General's 

ICPD REVIEW REPORTS 

September 2015 
MDGs Summit 

June 2014 
 INDEX REPORT WITH KEY RECOMMENDATIONS 

FROM CPD 

January 2014 
 Secretary General's ICPD REVIEW REPORT/ 

Secretary General's SUMMARY REPORT 

ICPD Beyond 2014 Review 
 

Phase 3: 2014  
 

Deliverables from the ICPD Review for 
the Post-2015 UN Development Agenda 

22 September 2014 
 General Assembly CONSIDERATION OF 

OUTCOME/ SUMMARY/INDEX REPORTS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
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Having a common understanding of the linkages among activities and processes and how to strategize to enrich the post 2015 outcomes on issues of ageing will prevent the previous situation where many population issues were excluded from the MDGs framework.



UN System partners for the ICPD Review 
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Thank you  

www.icpdbeyond2014.org 
http://twitter.com/icpdbeyond2014 

 

http://www.icpdbeyond2014.org/
http://twitter.com/icpdbeyond2014
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