
GE. 

Economic Commission for Europe 

Working Group on Ageing 

Sixth meeting 

Geneva, 25 and 26 November 2013 

  Report of the Working Group on Ageing on its Sixth Meeting 

 I. Introduction 

 A. Attendance  

1. The sixth meeting of the Working Group on Ageing (WGA) was held on 25 and 26 

November 2013 at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. 

2. Representatives of the following 32 Member States of the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (UNECE) participated: Armenia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 

Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Ireland, 

Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Monaco, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Republic of 

Moldova, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Turkey, Ukraine, 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and United States of America. The 

Holy See participated as an observer State. 

3. Representatives of the European Commission Directorate General for Employment, 

Social Affairs and Inclusion and the European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and 

Research (ECV) in Vienna also participated in the meeting, as did representatives of the 

following non-governmental organizations (NGOs): Age Concern Ukraine, European 

Federation of Older Persons (EURAG), Fédération Internationale des Associations de 

Personnes Âgées (FIAPA), Ingénierie Sociale, International Longevity Centre, the 

International Network on the Prevention of Elder Abuse (INPEA), the Red Cross of Serbia 

and Turkey Retirees Association (TUED).  

4. There were 57 participants. A full list is available on the meeting website.1 

  

 1 http://www.unece.org/sixth_meeting_of_the_working_group_on_ageing.html 
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 B. Organizational matters 

5. The Director of the Statistical Division of UNECE made an opening statement, 

highlighting the importance of the meeting in determining the Working Group’s activities 

until 2017.  

6. The Working Group adopted the meeting’s agenda as contained in document 

ECE/WG.1/2013/1 without changes. The changes in the timetable of the session were 

agreed. 

 II. Election of the Bureau 

7. Following a call for nominations issued in September 2013, the Working Group 

elected a new Bureau comprising delegates from the following Member States: Austria, 

Belgium, Georgia, Germany, Malta, Poland, Spain and Turkey. Dirk Jarré, (NGO 

representative) and Bernd Marin (ECV, Vienna) continue to collaborate with the Bureau as 

observers. Erika Winkler, the Austrian representative, was re-elected as Chair, and Dorika 

Seib, the German representative, was elected as Vice-Chair of the Working Group. 

8. The Working Group thanked the outgoing representatives of Armenia and Canada 

for their active involvement in the work of the previous Bureau. 

 III. Concluding the second cycle of review and appraisal of 
MIPAA/RIS 

9. The proceedings of the 2012 Ministerial Conference in Vienna were published in 

spring 2013. They contain the keynote speeches, rapporteur’s notes, the ministerial 

declaration as well as the NGO political declaration and the Vienna Research Forum 

statement, the synthesis report summarizing the regional review of MIPAA/RIS 

implementation and its statistical annex.  

10. WGA members were informed about the 51st session of the Commission for Social 

Development, which concluded the second cycle of review and appraisal of MIPAA. At the 

session, Minister Hundstorfer (Austria) reported on the outcomes of the 2012 UNECE 

Ministerial Conference in Vienna. Participants were also informed about activities related 

to the second MIPAA review in other regions. 

11. The NGO FIAPA made a statement with regards to the Convention on the Rights of 

Older Persons and its Optional Protocol, stating that barriers limiting the fulfilment of the 

rights of older persons should be lifted. The WGA took note. 

 IV. The WGA work programme for the third cycle of 
MIPAA/RIS (2013–2017) 

 A. Implementation of the main elements of the WGA work programme in 

2013 

12. The representative of Serbia, the host country of the fifth Bureau meeting on 21–

22 May 2013, gave an account of the discussions at the meeting, referring to the meeting 

report (document ECE/WG.1/2013/3). 
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13. The Working Group reviewed the implementation of its work programme during 

2013 as contained in document ECE/WG.1/2013/4. The report on successful 

implementation of the main elements of the WGA work programme in 2013 was approved. 

14. The Chair of the WGA reported on progress made by four discussion groups 

initiated at the fifth WGA meeting. Other members of discussion groups, the 

representatives of Austria and Germany, shared their experiences. The WGA decided to 

continue working in discussion groups and discussed how the work of the groups could be 

vitalized, using new forms of interaction such as teleconferences and wikis. The groups’ 

expectations and goals should be clarified, and the group work during the meetings should 

be well prepared to ensure that all participants are aware of the goals and expectations of 

the group work. 

15. The Secretariat presented the Policy Brief on Abuse of Older Persons, launched on 

1 October 2013, and announced that its Russian translation will be available before the end 

of the year. Working Group members were invited to consider translating the Brief into 

their national languages and sharing the translated Briefs with the Secretariat. Poland 

reported having established a specific website to promote the Policy Brief. 

16. The Secretariat presented the results of a self-evaluation exercise on developing 

Road Maps on Ageing in Armenia and the Republic of Moldova. The report, which was 

circulated to WGA members ahead of the meeting, was based, inter alia, on a survey 

among WGA members carried out at their fifth meeting. Among the outcomes of the 

exercise was the proposal to draw up Terms of Reference (ToRs) for developing future 

Road Maps. The draft ToRs, which had been circulated in advance, were presented and 

approved by the WGA. The Secretariat and the national focal point on ageing from Georgia 

described the work on a new Road Map in the country which started in autumn 2013. 

17. Capacity development activities during 2013 included a Subregional Workshop on 

‘Policy Responses to Population Ageing in CIS’ in Kiev, organized by UN DESA and 

UNFPA Ukraine, and a national ageing conference in Moscow, organized by the 

Timchenko Foundation. The UNECE Secretariat contributed to both events as a presenter 

and discussant. The training workshop in collaboration with MASHAV, planned for April 

2013 in Haifa, Israel, was postponed to 2014 or 2015 and will likely be held in Russian to 

reach new target groups. A workshop organized jointly by the Austrian Social Attaché and 

Moldovan authorities to assist in the implementation of the Road Map on Ageing in the 

Republic of Moldova was postponed and is now scheduled for 24–26 March 2014. The 

workshop will focus on active ageing, volunteering and prevention of abuse. UNECE 

Member States were invited to consider hosting workshops for capacity development 

purposes in the coming years. 

18. The Secretariat provided an overview about its activities with regards to the 

Generations and Gender Programme (GGP), including waves of data collection carried out, 

applications for data use received, the maintenance of the online bibliography of GGP-

based publications and the second GGP user conference and meeting of the GGP Council 

of Partners on 24–26 October 2013 in Milan, Italy. 

19. The ECV informed the WGA on its efforts to maintain and update the Monitoring 

RIS website. The Working Group took note.  

 B. Draft WGA work programme for the third cycle of MIPAA/RIS (2014–

2017) 

20. The Chair presented elements of a draft programme of work for the third cycle of 

MIPAA/RIS implementation as outlined in the note by the Bureau (ECE/WG.1/2013/R.1). 
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The proposed programme includes work in discussion groups, policy briefs, capacity 

development, monitoring implementation of MIPAA/RIS and generations and gender 

relationships, preparations for the third review and appraisal cycle of MIPAA/RIS 

implementation and follow-up on related international agendas in the population and 

development field. The Secretariat informed the WGA about the concordance of the 

activities outlined in the WGA’s draft programme of work and the outputs and publications 

foreseen for 2014–2015 under the UNECE Housing, Land Management and Population 

subprogramme.  

21. The WGA members discussed and agreed on each of the elements included in the 

draft programme of work for 2014–2017. In the course of the discussion a number of 

country representatives (Bulgaria, Latvia, Poland, and Slovenia) informed the WGA on 

their plans to develop new programmes to promote active and healthy ageing and improve 

care services including long-term care. Austria, the Netherlands, Poland and Serbia 

reported on the forthcoming national and subregional workshops, conferences and forums 

on ageing-related topics. Interest in improving the evidence base for monitoring the 

progress of MIPAA/RIS implementation was reaffirmed by the WGA members (Norway 

and Switzerland) which requested to be included in the second phase of the Active Ageing 

Index project and those participating in the UNECE Task Force on Ageing-related 

Statistics (current members: Austria, Belgium, Georgia, Italy, Malta, Serbia, Switzerland, 

Tajikistan and ECV). 

22. Preparations for the third review and appraisal cycle of MIPAA/RIS implementation 

should start during 2014 with the drafting of the guidelines for reporting on MIPAA/RIS 

implementation between 2013 and 2017. An outline for the guidelines will be presented at 

the 2014 WGA meeting, and the guidelines will be finalized by the Bureau in spring 2015. 

Countries should have time to prepare reports between summer 2015 and autumn 2016. 

The concept note for a political declaration or other type of outcome document at the 

Ministerial Conference in 2017 should be presented by Turkey at the WGA meeting in 

2016. The Drafting Group will further develop this document and submit it for electronic 

consultations with the Member States in the course of 2017.  

 V. Work in discussion groups  

23. To discuss the feasibility of the proposed elements of the work programme, WGA 

members broke off into four discussion groups, each covering one of the four priorities 

outlined in the 2012 Vienna Declaration: (1) longer working lives and ability to work; (2) 

participation, non-discrimination and social inclusion; (3) dignity, health and independence 

in older age; and (4) intergenerational solidarity.  

24. The discussion groups were generally in favour of the proposed items for the work 

programme, and each suggested priorities for future Policy Briefs in their areas. Among the 

topics discussed were evidence-based research and the effects of policies on extending 

working life; new technologies improving the quality of life of older persons; participation 

of older persons in the design of services concerning them; ensuring dignity and non-

discrimination of persons with dementia; innovative strategies for home care (from passive 

to active home care and rehabilitation, including training and ICT); dementia; ageing 

migrants/migrant care personnel and intergenerational relations.  

25. Based on the discussion in the groups and in the plenary, the Working Group 

decided to approve the new programme of work as proposed in the Bureau’s note (see 

Annex II to this report). 

26. The WGA decided that the next two Policy Briefs should focus on (1) innovative 

and empowering strategies for care and (2) ensuring dignity and non-discrimination of 
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persons with dementia. It also agreed that two more Road Maps should be implemented 

during the present cycle until 2017, if funding can be made available. The ongoing work on 

the Road Map for Georgia should be finalized, followed by another country that may 

request this exercise. 

 VI. Report and discussion of the outcome of the UNECE 
Regional Conference ‘Enabling Choices: Population 
Priorities for the 21

st
 Century’  

27. In its resolution 65/234 the General Assembly called on UNFPA in consultation 

with Member States and in cooperation with the regional commissions and all other 

relevant international organizations, as well as national institutions and experts, to 

undertake an operational review of the implementation of the Programme of Action of the 

1994 International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) in Cairo. The 

UNFPA representative presented to the WGA selected findings of the global survey with 

particular attention to the needs of older persons. The UNFPA representative explained the 

next steps, in particular the plans and mechanisms to feed the results of the global survey 

into the preparations for the UN post-2015 development agenda.  

28. The Secretariat presented the review results in the UNECE region, in particular with 

regards to ageing, highlighting priorities and issues of continued concern. The findings of 

the regional review were based on information from 45 country questionnaires received by 

spring 2013. The Secretariat reported on the launch of the regional report and a forward-

looking outcome document — the Chair’s summary — of the UNECE Regional 

Conference ‘Enabling Choices: Population Priorities for the 21st Century’, held on 1–2 July 

2013 in Geneva. The conference gathered more than 300 participants, including high-level 

government representatives, national experts and civil society representatives. The 

conference proceedings are expected to be published before the end of 2013.  

 VII. Active Ageing Index project: update 

29. The ECV presented results of the 2012 Active Ageing Index project, currently 

covering 27 EU countries. The project was a joint undertaking by UNECE and the 

European Commission, with the ECV as a main research implementer. Several countries 

(e.g. Czech Republic and Poland) reported use of the index in their policy work. While 

finding it useful to identify unused potential of policymaking related to active ageing, 

countries also suggested applying caution when using the index to compare country 

performance.  

30. The representative of the European Commission provided information about the 

next steps envisaged for the second phase of the project. With funding provided by the 

European Commission, it is envisaged to include Croatia as a new EU Member State and to 

extend the index to EFTA countries. The project foresees re-establishing index values 

retrospectively to be able to analyse trends over time. Based on the experience of the pilot 

study in Georgia, similar pilots may be undertaken in additional countries. A seminar for 

researchers and policymakers in 2015 will examine national results over time, separately 

looking at the different domains of the index as well as gender differences. A call for 

papers for this seminar is expected by the end of 2014. More work will be undertaken on 

communication, including the use of wikis, Policy Briefs and presentations at important 

events.  
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 VIII. Overview of activities of the Task Force on Ageing-Related 
Statistics  

31. The Secretariat provided an overview of the activities of the Task Force on Ageing-

related Statistics, including preparations for the meeting on 27 November 2013. The 

objective of the Task Force is to improve the availability, accessibility and comparability of 

statistical data in support of ageing-related policymaking in the framework of the 

MIPAA/RIS. Among its planned activities and outputs are providing an overview of 

existing sets of statistical indicators, and international data availability and comparability; 

identifying domains to be covered and data gaps within each domain; collecting good 

national practices in dissemination and communication; developing recommendations to 

statistical offices for addressing data gaps and harmonizing dissemination and improving 

communication. It has a mandate for two years and includes statisticians, policymakers and 

researchers.  

 IX. Review of subprogramme performance and programme 
planning 

 A. Information on outcomes of the review of the 2005 reform of UNECE 

by the Executive Committee 

32. The Secretariat summarized the outcomes of the review of the 2005 reform of 

UNECE by the Executive Committee. As requested in the review, the Population Unit and 

the Director of the Statistical Division reviewed the Unit’s work to exclude potential 

duplication, in particular with the UNFPA Regional Office for Eastern Europe and Central 

Asia (EECARO) in Istanbul. In bilateral talks with the leadership of the UNFPA EECARO, 

it was established that currently no duplication exists between the two organizations, but 

that they work complementarily. It is envisaged to continue meeting annually with the 

UNFPA EECARO to find synergies and exclude any potential duplication of work. 

33. The internal Task Force appointed by the Executive Secretary suggested postponing 

the review’s proposal to explore the resources that could potentially be saved by merging 

the work done by the Population Unit with the activities of the UNECE Senior Adviser on 

Gender.  

34. In January 2014 the WGA will report to UNECE’s Executive Committee on the 

work done since the 2012 Ministerial Conference and on the new Programme of Work for 

2014–2017. This will form a basis for a decision about the extension of the WGA mandate 

through the end of the third implementation cycle of MIPAA/RIS. The Bureau will prepare 

a related memorandum. 

 B. The population component’s work programme for 2014–2015 and 

biennial evaluation 

35. The Secretariat presented the Draft programme of work of the Working Group on 

Ageing for 2014–2015 under the Housing, Land Management and Population 

subprogramme (ECE/WG.1/2013/7), the Biennial evaluation report for 2012–2013 

(ECE/WG.1/2013/5) and the list of publications for 2014–2015 of the population 

component of the Housing, Land Management and Population subprogramme 

(ECE/WG.1/2013/8). All documents were approved by the WGA. 
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 X. Financing of the work programme 

36. The Secretariat acknowledged contributions made by Member States in the past 

year, in particular the contributions to the Trust Fund received from Estonia (in 2012 and 

2013) and in-kind contributions received from Belgium (2012) and Serbia (2013), which 

hosted the Bureau meetings, from Israel, which hosted a two-week workshop in 2012, and 

from Austria, Germany and Switzerland for translating Policy Briefs.  

37. The Secretariat provided information on the financing of the work programme in 

2012–2013 and identified areas that would require extrabudgetary funding in 2014–2017. 

38. Turkey’s proposal to host the next Ministerial Conference was acknowledged. A 

pledge for a contribution to the Trust Fund on Ageing was received from Germany and 

Norway (preliminary). Activities under the joint management project ‘AAI — second 

phase’ will be co-funded by the European Union to the amount of €360,000 for 2.5 years. 

39. Working Group members were invited to explore with their ministries the possibility 

of making contributions to the UNECE Trust Fund on Ageing, to support the Working 

Group’s programme of work.  

 XI. Other business, summary and conclusions of the annual 
session  

40. The representative from Germany invited the NGOs represented at the meeting to 

introduce themselves, which they did.  

41. The Chair, with the assistance of the Secretariat, summarized the decisions taken at 

the annual session of the WGA. The decisions were presented on the screen for final 

formulation and explicit agreement by the Working Group members. The list of decisions 

is presented in Annex 1 of this report. 

42. The next Bureau meeting will be held on 8–9 May 2014 in Geneva, unless a 

member of the WGA comes forward with an invitation to host the meeting.  

43. The seventh meeting of the WGA will be held on 20–21 November 2014 in Geneva, 

Switzerland.  

44. The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting. 
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Annex I 

 

List of the decisions taken at the sixth meeting of the Working Group on Ageing — 

Chair’s summary 
 

Agenda items 1–2 

 

 Agenda adopted without changes.  

 The Working Group agreed on the composition of the Bureau for the next two years:  

o Austria (Chair), Belgium, Germany (Vice-Chair), Georgia, Malta, Poland, Spain, Turkey; and Dirk 

Jarré (NGO representative) and Bernd Marin (ECV) as observers. 

 

Agenda item 3 

 

 The Working Group took note of the publication of the proceedings of the 2012 Vienna Ministerial 

Conference and the conclusion of the second cycle of review and appraisal of MIPAA during the high-level 

panel at the 51
st
 session of the Commission for Social Development. 

 

Agenda items 4 and 5 

 

 The WGA acknowledged the successful implementation of the WGA’s work programme for 2013 and 

took note of and approved as relevant: 

o reports of discussion groups;  

o Policy Brief on Abuse of Older Persons; 

o results of self-evaluation of Road Maps on Ageing presented and draft Terms of Reference for the 

Road Map project; 

o progress on the Road Map on Ageing for Georgia; 

o an overview of workshops and seminars held; 

o activities related to the Generations and Gender Programme; and 

o an update about the Monitoring RIS website. 

 The WGA approved the elements of the work programme for the third cycle of MIPAA/RIS 

implementation as specified in the Annex II, including: 

o discussion groups on (1) Promoting longer working life; (2) Participation, non-discrimination and 

social inclusion; (3) Dignity, health and independence; and (4) Intergenerational solidarity; 

o Policy Briefs, with the next two topics being ‘Innovative and empowering strategies for care’ and 

‘Ensuring dignity and non-discrimination of persons with dementia’; 

o workshops and seminars; 

o Road Maps; and 

o the evidence base for MIPAA/RIS monitoring and the Generations and Gender Programme. 

 

Agenda item 6 

 

 The WGA took note of the outcomes of the regional survey on ICPD Beyond 2014 and the related 

regional report, prepared with inputs from 45 national questionnaires, and acknowledged the report about the 

ICPD conference ‘Enabling Choices: Population Priorities for the 21st Century’ with high-level participation 

from 43 countries and a total of 300 participants. 

 

Agenda items 7 and 8 

 

 The WGA took note of the information about the results of the 2012 Active Ageing Index and its use to 

improve monitoring and policymaking by the Czech Republic and Poland. 
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 The launch of a joint UNECE and European Commission project ‘Active Ageing Index — second phase’ 

(September 2013 to December 2015) was acknowledged and supported.   

 The WGA took note of information received about the Task Force for Ageing-related Statistics and its 

meeting on 27 November 2013. 

 

Agenda item 9 

 

 The WGA was informed about the outcomes of the review of the 2005 reform of the UNECE Executive 

Committee. 

 The WGA approved the draft programme of work for 2014–2015, the biennial evaluation report and a list 

of publications as presented in the official documentation for the meeting. 

 

Agenda item 10 

 

 The WGA took note of the report on the financing of the work programme in 2012–2013.  

 The WGA was informed about funding needs for 2014–2015 and invited members to pledge 

contributions to the Trust Fund on Ageing. 

 

Agenda item 11 

 

 The WGA approved a list of main decisions from its sixth meeting.  

 Date and place of the next Bureau meeting: 

o 8–9 May 2014, Malta (tbc.). 

 Date and place of the seventh meeting of the WGA: 

o 20–21 November 2014, Geneva.  
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Annex II 
  

Main elements of the programme of work for 2014–2017  

  Approved by the Working Group on Ageing at its sixth meeting, 25–26 November 

2013 

 1. Introduction 

 The UNECE Ministerial Conference on Ageing in Vienna in 2012 reaffirmed the 

mandate of the Working Group on Ageing (WGA) and pledged support for its activities. At 

the sixth meeting of the Working Group in November 2013 the representatives of the 

Member States agreed on the new programme of work for 2014–2017, extending through 

the end of the third implementation cycle of the Madrid International Plan of Action on 

Ageing (MIPAA) and its Regional Implementation Strategy (RIS). The agreed programme 

of work foresees new and continuing elements of WGA activities in response to the main 

goals of the 2012 Vienna Ministerial Declaration.  

 The new programme of work builds on the long established projects which proved 

helpful in implementing MIPAA/RIS in the second cycle: Policy Briefs, Road Maps for 

Mainstreaming Ageing, capacity-building workshops and monitoring activities. These 

activities will be continued and shaped to adjust to societal developments. They will be 

supplemented by new programme elements such as discussion groups focusing on the four 

main goals of the 2012 Vienna Ministerial Declaration and taking into account the Vienna 

NGO and Research Declarations.  

 2. Main elements of the programme of work  

 The programme of work for 2014–207 foresees activities in four areas: (a) WGA 

discussion groups; (b) preparation of Policy Briefs with good practice examples; (c) 

capacity development; and (d) monitoring implementation of MIPAA/RIS and 

strengthening the evidence base for policymaking. The suggested activities are in line with 

the Secretariat’s ‘Proposed strategic framework for the period 2014–2015 – Part two: 

biennial programme plan: Programme 16 – Economic development in Europe’ 

Subprogramme 08: Housing, Land Management and Population (document 

ECE/WG.1/2011/RD3, and the ‘Draft Programme of Work of the Working Group on 

Ageing for 2014–2015 under the Housing, Land Management and Population 

subprogramme’ (document ECE/WG.1/2013/6). 

 A. WGA discussion groups  

 To accompany, support and monitor the process of the implementation of the 

commitments made by UNECE Member States in the Ministerial Declaration of the Vienna 

Conference on Ageing ‘Ensuring a society for all ages: Promoting quality of life and active 

ageing’, in September 2012, the Working Group decided to set up four discussion groups. 

These discussion groups focus on each of the four main goals of the Ministerial 

Declaration, which, according to Member States, require reinforced action during the third 

MIPAA/RIS implementation cycle. They are as follows: 

 Encourage longer working life and maintain ability to work  

 Promote participation, non-discrimination and social inclusion of older 

persons  
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 Promote and safeguard dignity, health and independence in older age  

 Maintain and enhance intergenerational solidarity.  

 The objective of these discussion groups is to create fora for the members of the 

Working Group to more intensely reflect on ways and means of implementing the 

commitments of the Ministerial Declaration by, inter alia, presenting, discussing and 

analysing various types of good practice examples from their respective countries. The 

discussion groups are expected, inter alia, to focus on the possible topics for Policy Briefs 

up to 2017, discuss their outlines and choose good practice examples to be included in the 

publications. The discussion groups could also be engaged in reviewing and providing 

expert opinion on the specific draft chapters that fall within the group’s area of focus for 

the future Road Map projects. 

 Membership of the discussion groups, their terms of reference and their leadership 

are to be renewed and decided on annually. During annual sessions of the WGA time will 

be allocated to work in discussion groups; between sessions the discussion groups will 

communicate electronically and via teleconferences. Interested and competent NGOs with 

United Nations consultative status are also invited to attend and contribute to the work of 

these four discussion groups. 

 B. Policy Briefs with good practice examples  

 Policy Briefs remain an important element of the new programme of work, as they 

provide access to evidence-based policy advice on specific aspects of MIPAA/RIS and 

showcase good practices from across the region. At least one Policy Brief per year will be 

prepared by the UNECE Secretariat on the theme to be decided by the Working Group at 

its annual session. Topics reflecting the goals of the 2012 Vienna Ministerial Declaration 

might be suggested by the discussion groups for consideration at the plenary session of the 

WGA meeting. In accordance with the established pattern, the future Policy Briefs will 

include information about available policy options along with good practice examples, 

which will be prepared in cooperation with the WGA discussion groups and the countries 

implementing the corresponding policies. Relevant statistical data should be included 

whenever they are available. UNECE Member States’ focal points on ageing are invited to 

translate the Policy Briefs into national languages to share ideas and make them accessible 

to a wider circle of professionals, policymakers and volunteers. 

 C. Capacity development  

  a)  National and subregional workshops 

 

 In the UNECE region there are considerable differences among countries in relation 

to the stage of population ageing and the implementation of MIPAA/RIS. Therefore, in the 

work programme for the third cycle of MIPAA/RIS, priority could be given to the national 

and subregional workshops that focus on specific challenges in the implementation of the 

goals of the Vienna Ministerial Declaration. Such workshops would be more beneficial for 

capacity-building to meet the needs of UNECE Member States.  

 WGA members are expected to contribute to such workshops alongside 

international organizations and the Secretariat. For the period 2014–2015 there is a standing 

invitation from Israel to hold a workshop on ‘Community care for older people’, and 

UNDESA is considering a workshop with UNECE participation on the implementation of 

MIPAA/RIS for the southern European countries. A workshop on the Road Map and 

Active Ageing is planned by Austria in the Republic of Moldova in 2014. 

b)  Road Maps for Mainstreaming Ageing 
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 The Working Group is making efforts to develop capacity through the project on 

Road Maps for Mainstreaming Ageing. The aim of the project is to provide guidance to 

Member States on how to formulate ageing-related policies in response to MIPAA/RIS. 

Road Maps are developed at the request of the Member State and in accordance with the 

general terms of reference for the project approved by the WGA at its sixth meeting in 

November 2013.  

 In 2014–2017 the Secretariat, with support from WGA members, will be able to 

engage in the development of two Road Map projects. The first one will be developed 

based on the request by Georgia confirmed in 2013. For subsequent Road Map projects, 

any interested Member States are invited to submit their written requests to the Secretariat.  

 Field missions and other activities related to the evaluation and monitoring of the 

Road Map implementation in Armenia and the Republic of Moldova, where the projects 

were completed in 2010 and 2012, respectively, may be undertaken if programme funding 

permits.  

 D.  Monitoring implementation of MIPAA/RIS and strengthening the evidence base 

for policymaking  

 Monitoring MIPAA/RIS implementation and strengthening the evidence base for 

policymaking are core elements of the WGA programme of work for 2014–2017. They aim 

to (1) provide evidence for ongoing review of policy responses towards raising the quality 

of life of older people and (2) engage key stakeholders in formulating and implementing 

policies and programmes that can improve the experiences of ageing and maintain the 

interconnected financial and social sustainability of public welfare systems in the UNECE 

region.  

 New approaches will be pursued to strengthen capacities to monitor MIPAA/RIS 

implementation.  

a) The WGA, supported by the UNECE Secretariat and in collaboration with the 

European Commission, will continue to explore the feasibility of using the Active Ageing 

Index (AAI) to monitor the implementation of MIPAA/RIS. In 2014–2015, in the 

framework of the ‘AAI – second phase’ project, the Secretariat will coordinate 

implementation of several activities including carrying out AAI updates, examining its 

dynamics over the last decade and broadening country coverage. In the process, the 

Secretariat and the WGA — through the active engagement of its members (who expressed 

interest) — will continue to work closely with the UNECE Task Force on Ageing-related 

Statistics.   

b)  The UNECE Task Force on Ageing-related Statistics (with the voluntary 

participation of a number of WGA members) is expected to finish its initial work in 

December 2014. After reviewing the existing sets of statistical indicators for monitoring the 

ageing situation and policies in the UNECE region, the Task Force is expected to identify 

domains that ageing-related statistics should cover, review the data gaps and suggest how 

to address them. The Task Force will develop recommendations to statistical offices for 

harmonizing dissemination and improving communication on ageing–related statistics. The 

WGA members participating in the Task Force will help to devise the core set of indicators 

to support the monitoring of MIPAA/RIS implementation and in a comparable manner 

complement the national reports during the third review and appraisal cycle.   

 The Generations and Gender Programme (GGP) remains an essential component of 

data collection and research for the UNECE work on population issues. The Secretariat will 

continue coordinating the GGP as an important source of evidence for policymaking and 

monitoring implementation of MIPAA/RIS and the 2012 Vienna Ministerial Declaration. 
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Further participating countries will be sought through measures of advocacy, and the 

scientific community will be encouraged to use the data for their research. The Secretariat 

will continue to update the bibliography of publications using GGP data. 

 E. Preparations for the third cycle of the review and appraisal of MIPAA/RIS 

implementation and follow-up on related international agendas in the field of 

population and development  

 The decision of the Committee for Social Development about the procedure for the 

third review and appraisal exercise is to be expected at its 53
rd

 session in 2015 and is 

supposed to follow in a similar manner to the first and second review and appraisal 

exercises. In the process, synergies with the ICPD Beyond 2014 and the UN post-2015 

development agenda will be sought, especially in the context of responding to population 

dynamics within a human rights framework. 

 For timely and successful completion of the third review and appraisal cycle of 

MIPAA/RIS in 2017, at the UNECE regional level the preparations will start at the seventh 

meeting of the WGA in 2014. The first steps will be an agreement on the timeline for 

preparation and submission of the country reports and their synthesis, and the approval of 

an extended outline of the guidelines for the country reports — to be prepared by the WGA 

Bureau in cooperation with the Secretariat. Based on the outcomes of the discussion at the 

seventh WGA meeting in 2014, the guidelines will be finalized and disseminated by the 

Bureau after its meeting in May 2015.   

 The Member States will have about 15 months to document the progress and prepare 

country reports on implementation of MIPAA/RIS and the goals of the 2012 Vienna 

Ministerial Declaration. The Secretariat will prepare a synthesis report. 

 The preparatory work for the next Ministerial Conference on Ageing will start with 

the decision of the Commission for Social Development about the third review and 

appraisal exercise at its 53rd session in 2015. At the invitation of Turkey extended to 

UNECE Member States during the 2012 Vienna Conference, the 2017 Ministerial 

Conference on Ageing will be held in Istanbul. The representatives of Turkey will be 

invited to prepare a concept note for the title and programme of the Ministerial Conference 

for discussion at the eighth meeting of the Working Group in 2015.  

 At its eighth meeting, the Working Group will start to function as the Preparatory 

Committee for the conference and will decide about the motto of the conference and the 

possible political outcome document to conclude the third cycle of the review and appraisal 

of MIPAA/RIS. The Bureau will guide the preparations for the conference between the 

annual sessions of the Working Group. Turkey, as the host country, will set up a conference 

support team led by a high-level representative and will work in close cooperation with the 

WGA Bureau and the Secretariat. 

 At the ninth meeting of the Working Group in 2016 the representatives of Turkey 

will be expected to present a concept note for drafting a political declaration or other 

political outcome document for the UNECE Ministerial Conference on Ageing 2017 for 

discussion. The WGA will elect the declaration drafting team to prepare the text for the 

political outcome document based on the concept note and discussion at the WGA meeting. 

The draft declaration will be reviewed and finalized for the first round of UNECE-wide 

consultations at the spring 2017 meeting of the Bureau. Two or three rounds of electronic 

consultations with the Member States should allow the document to be finalized just before 

the 2017 Ministerial Conference.  



ECE/WG.1/2013/2 

14  

 3. Financing the programme of work 

 The WGA’s initial terms of reference (ECE/EX/2008/L.11) and their later 

amendments stipulated that the Working Group’s annual meetings are to be serviced by the 

UNECE Secretariat without the need for additional resources. At the same time, Member 

States agreed to establish an Ageing Trust Fund for voluntary contributions to support 

activities related to capacity development for ageing-related policymaking, better informed 

ageing-related policies in the region and more effective implementation of MIPAA/RIS.   

 The Population Unit in the Statistics Division of the UNECE Secretariat is 

responsible for the work related to ageing, including servicing the meetings of the Working 

Group and its Bureau. The regular budget provides only for two professional posts in the 

unit; this severely limits the range of activities in the proposed programme of work. 

Delivering the activities and outputs envisaged for the third implementation cycle of 

MIPAA/RIS will require extrabudgetary resources to hire consultants and finance travel for 

experts and meeting participants from low-income countries. In response to the 2012 

Vienna Ministerial Declaration (i.e. paragraph 18), members of the Working Group are 

invited to pledge financial resources and offer in-kind contributions in support of the 

programme of work for 2014–2017. 

 


