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  Draft Biennial Performance Evaluation 2010–2011 

  Subprogramme 8 
Housing, Land Management and Population – Population component 

  Cluster of Activities 3.1 
Population ageing 

  Expected accomplishment EA3.1 

Enhanced development of policies and actions for adjusting societies to population ageing. 

  Indicators of achievement 

(a) Increased number of countries that have adjusted policies or introduced new measures 
to implement the ECE Regional Strategy for the Madrid International Plan of Action on 
Ageing.  

  Baseline 2008-2009: 22 countries 

  Target 2010-2011: 26 countries (implemented 26) 

  Statement of results 

Recognizing the challenges and opportunities presented by population ageing, the UNECE 
member States in 2002 endorsed a Regional Implementation Strategy (RIS) for the 2002 
Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA).  This strategy outlines ten 
commitments for changes in attitudes, policies and practices at all levels and in all areas so 
that the potential of ageing in the twenty-first century may be fulfilled.  

By the end of 2011 some 26 UNECE countries have adjusted their policies or introduced 
new measures in order to contribute to the fulfilment of one or more of the RIS 
commitments that is seen as most pertinent to their specific situations. Armenia, for 
instance, with the help of the UNECE Population unit, developed its National Strategy on 
Ageing, feeding into it the main recommendations and suggestions formulated in the 
UNECE Road Map for Mainstreaming Ageing in Armenia. The Road Map for 
Mainstreaming Ageing in the Republic of Moldova, on which work started in 2010, is also 
expected to lead to the recommended measures being included in national strategic 
documents.  

The Population unit, via its series of Policy Briefs on Ageing, has facilitated the exchange 
of examples of good practice in the UNECE region, and via its Working Group on Ageing 



it has provided a platform for in-depth discussions on the necessary societal adjustments to 
population ageing, as well as on means of monitoring the mainstreaming of ageing issues 
into national policy frameworks. 

  Lessons learned 

The capacities of countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia to formulate 
ageing-related policies and to design and carry out programmes remain limited; therefore 
there is a need for further capacity development through practical projects such as Road 
Maps for Mainstreaming Ageing.  The network of local and international experts and 
consultants with experience and knowledge of these countries needs to be strengthened. 
Press conferences and press releases promoting initiatives such as UNECE Policy Briefs on 
Ageing can help to disseminate information on good policy practice, and should therefore 
be encouraged. 

  

  Cluster of Activities 3.2 
Generations and Gender 

  Expected accomplishment EA3.2 

Improved national knowledge base for policymaking on issues related to intergenerational 
relationships, gender, family and fertility. 

  Indicators of achievement 

(b) Increased number of countries engaged in national data collection and analysis in the 
ECE Generations and Gender Programme. 

  Baseline 2008-2009: 17 countries 

  Target 2010-2011: 18 countries 

  Statement of results 

The Generations and Gender Programme (GGP) has both contributed to and benefited from 
its incorporation into the programme of work of the Working Group on Ageing.  The rich 
data provided by the Generations and Gender Surveys and the accompanying contextual 
database have provided material for empirical analysis to support the Working Group’s in-
depth policy discussions, and have been used to illustrate a variety of aspects in the Policy 
Briefs on Ageing.  Conversely, the Working Group has provided an important channel for 
the findings of GGP-based research to reach policymakers – which is of central importance 
to the programme since policy relevance is one of the key objectives of the GGP.  This 
raised the profile of GGP and contributed to it becoming one of the most important cross-
national data sources on demographic and related issues in the UNECE region. 

Confirming that the knowledge base for policymaking has been enhanced, the UNECE-
maintained database of GGP-based research has become a large and growing resource, with 
the titles of research articles attesting to both the breadth of topics and the policy relevance 
of the research being undertaken with the GGP data.  

As the GGP matures and becomes more widely recognized and highly valued, more 
countries are considering participation in the programme.  By the end of 2011, 18 countries 
have collected or are collecting Generations and Gender Survey data.  UNECE is actively 
supporting other potential participating countries, as well as providing political support to 
existing participants to undertake further survey waves. 



  Lessons learned  

The intergovernmental aspect of UNECE’s involvement in the GGP has been of unique 
value throughout the existence of the programme. Participating countries have a particular 
kind of relationship with UNECE which cannot be achieved with other types of 
organizations - this has become increasingly evident after technical and coordinating 
responsibilities for GGP have been assumed by the consortium of research institutions. The 
unique position of UN in being able to provide political support to argue for the importance 
of the programme is valued by countries and coordinators alike.  There is a need to 
capitalize upon this with increased visibility of the substantial degree of UNECE 
involvement in the programme.  The need for increased visibility also extends to the 
programme itself, where the current network of participants and data users is sizeable but 
somewhat closed.  Further enhancement of the knowledge base for policymaking could be 
obtained by widening the network of those who are familiar with and who use the data 
generated by the programme, especially the contextual database which is currently under-
utilized.     

 

 
 

 


