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  Biennial evaluation report for 2014-2015 

  Summary 

This document provides an overview of the performance assessment of the population 

component of Subprogramme 8: Housing, Land Management and Population. It also 

summarizes the implementation of the Population component’s programme of work for 

2014-2015 (ECE/EX/26) based on actual outputs and activities during the biennium. 

The Working Group on Ageing is invited to endorse the assessment. 

 

 I. Subprogramme 8: Population component 

 A. Expected accomplishment 

1. Enhanced national policy formulation on population ageing and intergenerational 

and gender relations, to meet the challenges of demographic change. 

 B. Indicators of achievement 

2. Increased number of countries that have adjusted policies or introduced new 

measures to implement the ECE Regional Implementation Strategy for the Madrid 

International Plan of Action on Ageing.  

Performance measures: 

Baseline 2010-2011:  26 countries 

2012-2013: 30 countries 

Target  2014-2015: 33 countries (implemented 33) 

 C. Statement of accomplishments 

3. Recognizing the challenges and opportunities presented by population ageing, the 

UNECE member States in 2002 endorsed a Regional Implementation Strategy (RIS) for the 

2002 Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA). This strategy outlines ten 

commitments for changes in attitudes, policies and practices at all levels and in all areas of 

society so that the potential of ageing in the twenty-first century may be fulfilled. The 

implementation of MIPAA/RIS is reviewed and appraised every five years.  The 2012 

Vienna Ministerial Declaration “Ensuring a Society for All Ages: Promoting quality of life 
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and active ageing” outlined achievements over the second MIPAA/RIS implementation 

cycle and identified priority areas for the next five-years.  

4. During 2014-2015, at least three more ECE member States adjusted their policies or 

introduced new measures contributing to the regional implementation of the Madrid 

International Plan of Action on Ageing. This meets the biennial target. Malta has adopted a 

national strategic policy on active ageing 2014-2020 focusing on participation in the labour 

market, participation in society, and independent living. Poland introduced the Long-term 

senior policy strategy for 2014-2020 addressing health and independent living, professional 

and social activity, silver economy, and intergenerational relations. The Czech National 

Action Plan for Positive Ageing 2013-2017 was amended in 2014 by introducing a chapter 

on monitoring its implementation.  All three mentioned countries reported on the respective 

policy documents during the annual sessions of the Working Group on Ageing.  

5. A Road Map for Mainstreaming Ageing in Georgia was developed to provide 

recommendations to address challenges of population ageing. Two Policy Briefs on ageing 

issued this biennium facilitated the exchange of good practices while the results of the 

Active Ageing Index and research based on the Generations and Gender Programme 

provided an additional evidence-base for policymaking on ageing. 

 D. Lessons learned 

6. Further capacity development through workshops and Road Maps for 

Mainstreaming Ageing is needed in countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central 

Asia. The availability of Policy Briefs on Ageing in national languages encourages their 

dissemination among a wider target group. The evidence base for policymaking could be 

expanded by developing data on indicators for the Active Ageing Index. This can be done 

through a wider use of various surveys, including GGP, provided countries can raise the 

funds.  

 II. Outputs/activities delivered in the 2014–2015 biennium 

7. The objective of the Population subprogramme is to improve the necessary 

knowledge base on population issues and strengthen the formulation and implementation of 

policies, enhancing social cohesion and developing capacities at the national and local 

levels. 

 

  Cluster 1 

Population Ageing 

Description of cluster  Expected accomplishments from this cluster 

Addressing policy challenges and maximizing 

opportunities of population ageing 

Enhanced policies and actions for adjusting 

societies to population ageing 
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  Implemented outputs/activities 

(a) Meetings and related parliamentary documentation 

  Planned: 

1.1 Sixth and seventh meetings of the Bureau of the Working Group on Ageing were 

held respectively in May 2014 (hosted by Malta) and in May 2015 (hosted by Poland). 

1.2 Seventh and eighth annual meetings of the Working Group on Ageing took place in 

Geneva on 20-21 November 2014 and on 19-20 November 2015, respectively. 

1.3 Reports of the two annual meetings of the Working Group on Ageing were issued 

and disseminated (ECE/WG.1/2014/2 and ECE/WG.1/2015/2 (forthcoming)). 

1.4 Two reports of the meetings of the Bureau of the Working Group on Ageing were 

issued and disseminated (ECE/WG.1/2014/3 and ECE/WG.1/2015/3). 

1.5 Three reports on specific topics related to the population component were produced 

and disseminated as planned via the official document system of UN (ECE/WG.1/2014/4; 

ECE/WG.1/2015/4; ECE/WG.1/2015/5).  

Additional:  

(i)  International Seminar on the Active Ageing Index, 16-17 April 2015, Brussels, 

organized jointly by ECE, European Commission and Oxford Institute on 

Population Ageing. 

(ii) Panel discussion and exhibition opening: ‘How to get to 100 and enjoy it!’, 1 

October 2015, Geneva. 

(iii) Guidelines for National Focal Points on the preparation of national reports for the 

third review and appraisal cycle of the implementation of the Madrid International 

Plan of Action on Ageing and its Regional Implementation Strategy (MIPAA/RIS) 

in 2012 – 2017.   

(b) Publications and other information material 

  Planned: 

1.6 Two Policy Briefs on ageing were published: No. 15 ‘Innovative and empowering 

strategies for care’ (February 2015) and No. 16 ‘Dignity and non-discrimination for persons 

with dementia’ (October 2015). 

1.7 ‘Road Map for Mainstreaming Ageing in Georgia’ was published in May 2015. It 

was developed during 2014 and launched at the seventh meeting of the Working Group on 

Ageing in November 2014.  

1.8 A booklet of the Working Group on Ageing was not published this biennium. 

Instead, a catalogue for an exhibition ‘Take care of time: Ageing in Georgia seen through 

the eyes of its older citizens’ was prepared and published in cooperation with the 

Information Unit of the ECE Executive Office. 

1.9 Planned press releases were issued on the occasion of the launch of the Road Map 

for Mainstreaming Ageing in Georgia (November 2014) and on the launch of the Policy 

Brief on Dignity and non-discrimination for persons with dementia (October 2015). In 

addition to press releases ten articles on the occasion of meetings, events and the issuance 

of publications were published in the UNECE Weekly newsletter in 2014-2015. 
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1.10 Maintenance of the website providing access to information and documents related 

to population activities: the Population Unit maintained its website throughout the 

biennium.  

Additional: 

(i) Two half-day seminars on the ECE work on population issues were held for the 

University of Geneva students (2 April 2014 and 13 May 2015, Palais des Nations, 

Geneva). 

(ii) Exhibition ‘Take Care of Time: Ageing in Georgia seen through the eyes of its older 

citizens’ at Palais des Nations, 10-28 November 2014. It was organized together 

with the UN Cultural Activities programme in Geneva and with support of the 

UNFPA Georgia Office.  

(iii) Exhibition ‘How to get to 100 – and enjoy it!’ held at Palais des Nations, 1-8 

October 2015. It was organized together with the Population Europe team. 

(iv) A special wiki dedicated to the Active Ageing Index was maintained. It provides 

information on the related events, AAI conceptual framework, methodology and 

results as well as with access to an excel file with data set for simulation. 

   (c) Technical cooperation 

  Planned: 

1.11 Fact-finding and advisory missions to develop national capacities in the design and 

implementation of ageing related policies and programmes: Mission to Georgia to discuss 

draft recommendations and the preparation of an action plan for the Road Map on Ageing 

took place on 13-19 July 2014.  

1.12 A workshop to address data gaps for active ageing indicators was organized in 

Geneva on 18 November 2015.  The workshop was targeted at the national focal points on 

ageing and representatives from the national statistical offices of ECE member States 

outside the Eurostat statistical system. 

Additional: 

(i) Mission to Georgia for initiating the inter-sectorial Working Group on the 

development of an action plan for the Road Map on Ageing, 6-9 July 2015, 

Tbilisi/Georgia. The working group is coordinated by the Healthcare and Social 

Issues Committee of the Parliament of Georgia. 

(ii) Mission to Turkey to discuss the preparations for the third review and appraisal 

cycle of MIPAA/RIS and the development of the active ageing indicators to 

monitor the outcomes of policies on ageing (16-18 September 2015, Ankara, 

Turkey). 

(iii) Joint ECE/European Commission/Ministry of Social Security and Labour of the 

Republic of Lithuania seminar ‘Active Ageing Index (AAI) in the Lithuanian 

Context’, 21 May 2015, Vilnius, Lithuania. 

   

  Cluster 2 

Generations and Gender 

Description of cluster Expected accomplishments from this cluster 
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Analysis of intergenerational and gender 

relationships  

Improved national and international knowledge 

base for policymaking on issues related to 

intergenerational and gender relations 

  Implemented outputs/activities 

   (a) Meetings and related parliamentary documentation 

  Planned: 

  2.1  A note by the secretariat on the regional context and policy responses to low fertility 

in ageing societies was issued under agenda item 7 (d) of the Eight meeting of the Working 

Group on Ageing (ECE/WG.1/2015/Room Document 3).  

   (b) Publications and other information material 

  Planned: 

2.2 Two articles related to the Generations and Gender Programme (GGP) were 

published in the UNECE Weekly newsletter.  

2.3 The webpage providing access to information and documents related to GGP and to 

the historic data from Family and Fertility Surveys was maintained. Activities related to 

clearing and granting access to the harmonized micro-data of the Generation and Gender 

Surveys (GGS) were carried out through the GGP hub website (http://www.ggp-

i.org/data/data-access.html). Currently harmonized data for the first GGS wave are 

available for 19 countries and for the second GGS wave for 10 countries. 

2.4 The internet-accessible GGP research bibliography is continuously updated and 

currently exceeds 1,000 entries on articles, books, conference proceedings, etc. 

   (c) Technical cooperation 

  Planned: 

2.5 Support has been provided in coordinating the GGP Council of Partners (national 

team representatives) meetings and information exchange (June 2014, Budapest, Hungary 

and December 2015, Vienna, Austria). 

http://www.ggp-i.org/data/data-access.html
http://www.ggp-i.org/data/data-access.html

