Concept Note

UNECE POLICY SEMINAR
Ageing and the Sustainable Development Goals

Wednesday 21 November 2018 | Room V Palais des Nations | Geneva | 10.00-17.00
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development seeks to ensure that “all human beings
can fulfil their potential in dignity and equality and in a healthy environment”. A collective
journey on which – as member States have pledged - no one will be left behind. It is
therefore important to ensure that the situation and concerns of older persons are
considered, along with all other population groups, and addressed in the national
implementation and review processes of the 2030 Agenda.

Objective

The objective of the policy seminar is to provide a dedicated space for in-depth discussion,
experience exchange and peer learning in a policy area of interest to the implementation
of the Lisbon Declaration. It responds to the aim of the Working Group on Ageing (WGA)
to “promote international cooperation, exchange of experience and policy discussion on
ageing”.
The 2030 Agenda and its national-level implementation, follow-up and reporting provides
a policy case study for mainstreaming ageing. It will be explored during this policy
seminar, providing space for experience sharing on the opportunities and barriers
encountered within national processes. The seminar seeks to foster cross-county learning
on how to ensure that ageing is integrated in national sustainable development strategies
and policy measures.
The policy seminar will also provide an opportunity to prepare for the 2019 Regional
Forum on Sustainable Development that will be organized by UNECE on 21-22 March
2019 under the theme of “empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality”.
This provides an excellent opportunity for inputs by the UNECE WGA to this regional
process. 2019 will see the in-depth review of Goals 4 (Quality Education), 8 (Decent Work
and Economic Growth), 10 (Reduced inequality) and 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong
Institutions) amongst others that have a relevant link to the objectives of the Lisbon
Ministerial Declaration, such as the promotion of life-long learning, employment
opportunities for older workers, tackling gender pension gaps, and addressing elder
abuse, to name but a few.

Target group

The policy seminar is designed for national focal points on ageing attending the annual
working group meeting, national SDG coordinators, civil society representatives and other
stakeholders.

Expected
Result

New insights on mainstreaming ageing gained through peer learning. Participants will also
gain greater awareness of the linkages between the Madrid International Plan of Action
on Ageing and its Regional Implementation Strategy and the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable
Development.
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Provisional Agenda
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10:00 – 10:45

Setting the scene: Older Persons and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development
In this first session, the relevance of the 2030 Agenda for older persons and those working
in the area of ageing-related policies will be explored.

10:45 – 11:15

Connecting MIPAA/RIS and the 2030 Agenda: Areas for policy integration
This session will focus on the linkages between the “ageing” and “sustainable
development” agendas. It will explore and highlight the contributions that ageing-related
policies and measure to support older persons are making to the implementation of the
2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and targets at national
level.

11:15 – 11:30

Coffee Break

11:30 – 13:00

Integrating ageing into the national implementation and reviews of the 2030 Agenda
This session will focus on the “how to?”. Participants will look at the institutional
mechanisms and processes established at national level to foster the implementation of
the 2030 Agenda and explore the question to what extent these are inclusive of key
stakeholders on ageing. Participants will share examples of successful integration and
engagement but also reflect on the barriers and lessons that can be learnt from SDG
implementation and review processes that have not so far included stakeholders on
ageing and have not taken the concerns of older persons into account. Participants will
discuss what national focal points on ageing can do to ensure that the concerns and
contributions of older persons and policies addressing them are included in policy design,
review processes and reporting. The session will close with a brief overview of available
e-learning courses on the 2030 Agenda and stakeholder engagement.

13:00 – 15:00

Lunch Break

15:00 – 16:30

Empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality - the 2019 SDG review
This session will focus on the SDGs that will be reviewed in depth in 2019 - focusing on
SDGs 4, 8, 10 and 16 - and provide an opportunity for policy sharing and peer learning
among participants on ageing-related policies that are contributing to progress towards
these goals.

16:30 – 17:00

Wrapping up & closing
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