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  Report of the seventh meeting of the Bureau of the Working 
Group on Ageing 

I. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda 

1. The Bureau meeting took place on 7-8 May 2015 in Gdańsk (Poland) and was 

hosted by the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy of Poland and the Municipality of 

Gdańsk.  Bureau members from the following member States attended the meeting: 

Austria, Germany, Poland, Spain, and Turkey.  The representatives of Belgium, Georgia 

and Norway were unable to attend.  Three additional host country representatives also took 

part in the meeting.  The scientific community was represented by an expert from the 

European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research (European Centre Vienna, ECV).  

A representative of the European Federation of Older Persons (EURAG) participated on 

behalf of non-governmental organizations (NGOs).   

2. Ms. Erika Winkler, Chair of the Working Group on Ageing (WGA), representative 

of Austria, chaired the meeting.   

3. On behalf of the host country and city, the meeting participants were welcomed by 

Mr. Piotr Kowalczuk, Vice Mayor for Social Policy of the City of Gdańsk; Ms. Gabriela 

Dudziak, Head of the Department of Social Development of the Office of the Mayor of 

Gdańsk; Ms. Hanna Zych-Cisoń, Deputy Marshal of the Pomorskie region; and Ms. 

Marzena Breza, the National Focal Point on Ageing of Poland and representative of the 

Ministry of Labour and Social Policy.  The Chair thanked the host country and opened the 

meeting.  The Bureau adopted the agenda of the meeting. 
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II. Introduction by host country: keynote address and discussion 

4. The meeting was addressed by the Vice Mayor for Social Policy of the City of 

Gdańsk, Mr. Piotr Kowalczuk, who delivered a presentation entitled ‘Selected Aspects of 

Gdańsk’s Social Policy Related to Older People’.  Participants were told about the diversity 

of policies and programmes aimed at social inclusion of older people and people with 

disabilities in Gdańsk and Pomorskie region, which have an overarching aim of 

‘mainstreaming’, rather than treating these groups separately from the rest of society.  

Information was presented about a sociological survey of older people which took place in 

2012, the results of which are now being used to inform policy. 

5. Ms. Marzena Breza, National Focal Point on Ageing of Poland, also delivered a 

presentation about current national-level initiatives for older people in Poland and the 

challenges faced so far in implementation.  The importance of close cooperation with local 

government was emphasised.  She referred to the year 2012 as being a milestone for 

Poland, in which the term and concept of active ageing was taken up wholeheartedly as a 

guide for national policymaking.    

III. Report on the ageing-relevant outcomes of the following as 
they relate to the UNECE Population programme and the 
Working Group on Ageing 

A. The 53rd Session of the Commission for Social Development  

(4-13 February 2015) 

6. The Chair briefed the Bureau on the discussions and relevant decisions taken at the 

Commission for Social Development (CSD) in New York, including the adoption of a 

resolution on modalities for the third cycle of review and appraisal of the Madrid 

International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA) (E/CN.5/2015/L.3).  The review will 

follow the same modalities as the second cycle. The resolution strengthens the role of 

regional commissions which are now ’requested’ (rather than ‘encouraged’ as in the 

previous cycle) to facilitate the review and appraisal exercise, coordinate the collection of 

national reports from member States and hold regional ministerial conferences in 2017. 

Their activities will feed into a global review which will form the basis of a report to the 

CSD in 2018.  The resolution calls for countries to use an inclusive and coordinated 

approach, ensuring participation of civil society in the planning and evaluation processes of 

the review and appraisal exercise and using the same guidelines for ‘bottom-up 

participatory’ involvement of stakeholders as in the previous cycle.  

7. It was reported that no agreement had been reached on a theme for the review at the 

global level, and as such each regional commission is invited to choose their own theme 

under the general proviso that it should align with the overall message of MIPAA, namely 

‘a society for all ages’. 

8. The bureau discussed the importance of proactive communications between 

members of the Working Group on Ageing (WGA) and their respective national 

governments, especially the foreign offices or equivalents and line ministries whose 

representatives form the delegations at the CSD.  It was agreed that special attention should 

be given to such communications throughout the third cycle of MIPAA review and 

appraisal, and that this should be the joint responsibility of the secretariat and the national 

focal points on ageing, especially bureau members.  It was felt that consideration should be 

given to the idea of having an ‘ambassador’ for the WGA who can be present at CSD 
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sessions in New York for their entire duration.  The bureau was reminded that ECE is an 

observer only, and that seats on the CSD are for United Nations Member States only. 

 

B. The 48th Session of the Commission for Population and Development 

(13-17 April 2015) 

9. The Secretariat briefed the Bureau on the discussions and relevant decisions taken at 

the Commission for Population and development (CPD) in New York and its associated 

side events (noting, however, that ECE was not represented at the session).  It was reported 

that the proposed draft resolution on integrating population issues into sustainable 

development, including in the post-2015 development agenda, was withdrawn by the Chair 

of the CSD Bureau as no consensus could be reached on several aspects. 

C. The 66th session of the Economic Commission for Europe  

(14-16 April 2015) 

10. The Secretariat briefed the Bureau on the content and outcomes of the United 

Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) session.  The session endorsed High-

level statement on the post-2015 development agenda and expected sustainable 

development goals in the ECE region (E/ECE/1475), as an outcome document negotiated 

prior to the session.  Issues of population dynamics and ageing did not feature in the final 

version of the document beyond a reference to future generations and statistics on 

demographic change.    

11. It was reported that a Geneva Charter on Sustainable Housing (E/ECE1478/Rev.1) 

was endorsed during the ECE session, and that it contains some principles relevant to the 

WGA, namely the principles of social inclusion and participation including of members of 

vulnerable groups. 

12. The Secretariat reported on a side event on ‘Promoting sustainable cities’, organized 

with the involvement of the Population unit in which a keynote speaker addressed the issue 

of urban land becoming part of global finance system often leading to rising housing prices 

and expulsions of vulnerable populations.  Following the keynote speech, the panellists 

discussed sustainability in urban environment and affordable housing with some 

consideration given to the role of older persons. 

IV. Progress on implementation of the WGA work programme 
for 2015 

 A. Road Maps  

 1. Georgia: printing of publication, development of Plan of Action 

13. The Secretariat reported that the official United Nations publication ‘Road Map for 

Mainstreaming Ageing in Georgia’ is in the process of being printed.   

14. On behalf of the representative of Georgia, the Secretariat also informed that the 

Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia will begin working on developing 

a plan of action for implementing the Road Map recommendations with some support from 

the UNFPA country office.  This work is due to be launched with a meeting on 7 July 2015 

at the Georgian Parliament, aiming to raise awareness of the Road Map among 

parliamentarians and ministries.  It will be accompanied by the photography exhibition that 

was developed in conjunction with the Road Map.  The Secretariat plans to undertake an 
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advisory mission to Georgia in conjunction with this event (subject to Sweden’s expected 

contribution to the Ageing fund). 

2. Previous countries: plans for monitoring and evaluation 

15. The Secretariat summarised the previously-circulated concept note containing plans 

to undertake a monitoring and evaluation exercise for the Road Maps of Armenia (and, in 

due course, the Republic of Moldova).  The Bureau provided feedback on the proposed 

modalities and timelines.  It was noted in particular that the questionnaire that will be 

developed to elicit information about the degree of implementation should include 

consideration of new elements, i.e.  circumstances which may have arisen subsequent to the 

Road Map or indeed as a result of the Road Map.  In the case of Armenia there should be a 

greater involvement of non-governmental organizations than there was during the initial 

Road Map development project.   

16. It was agreed that any additional feedback may be provided to the Secretariat within 

two weeks of the meeting.  It was also agreed that the secretariat would develop and 

circulate to the Bureau a document detailing the terms of reference and expectations of an 

expert consultant in order to facilitate bureau members in their efforts to identify 

appropriate candidates for the consultancy, including potential in-kind provision of a 

consultant by a member country. 

B. Policy Briefs 

1. Policy brief 16 (dignity in dementia) 

17. The Secretariat delivered a presentation summarising the previously-circulated 

annotated outline and opening sections of the policy brief on dignity and non-

discrimination of persons with dementia.  The bureau discussed the content and provided 

detailed feedback on the proposal.  The outline was positively received, although some 

participants called for a more ‘progressive’ stance.  It was generally agreed that there 

should be a strong emphasis on the positive effects of identifying and capitalising on 

remaining capacities, rather than on those that are lost as a result of dementia.  It was 

agreed that the policy brief should contain positive examples and imagery, not only in the 

good practice examples sections but throughout the text. 

18. Bureau members were requested to consider sources of additional good practice 

examples, in particular those specifically addressing the theme of dignity rather than those 

more generally to do with dementia.   

19. It was agreed that any additional feedback on the annotated outline may be provided 

to the Secretariat within two weeks of the meeting.  Additional examples of good practice 

for the policy brief should be sent by 22 June, although examples of good practice on other 

topics may be sent on an ongoing basis. 

2. Topics for Policy Brief 17 

20. The Secretariat reminded Bureau members of suggestions for topics made at the 

2014 meetings of the Bureau and of the WGA.   

21. It was agreed that the next topic will be ‘The impacts of migration on ageing, ageing 

migrants and migration of care staff’.  Work on this will begin in the second half of 2015 

with the expectation of publishing in early 2016.   

22. Further suggestions were made for future topics, in addition to those listed from 

previous meetings.  These included financing of care needs, and the special needs of the 

oldest-old.  However, the two most popular suggestions from among the new and existing 

proposals were ‘Innovative social services and supportive measures for independent living 

in advanced age’ and ‘Older people in rural areas’.  It was agreed that these two options 
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should be offered to the full WGA as suggestions for subsequent policy briefs following the 

one on migration.  However, it was also noted that a firm decision should not be made until 

the theme of the Ministerial Conference in Turkey has been decided, since it may be wise to 

align the topics, given that the policy brief would probably be published in late 2016.   

C. Potential capacity-building workshop 

23. The Secretariat delivered a presentation summarising the previously-circulated 

concept note for a proposed workshop on use of the Active Ageing Index indicators in 

national reports, aimed at countries outside of the EU.  The proposal is to hold the 

workshop back-to-back with the eighth meeting of the WGA in order to facilitate 

participation.  Participation in the workshop will be open to all ECE countries.  

Representatives from eight to ten East European and Central Asian countries will receive 

financial support to attend the workshop thanks to a pledged contribution of funds from 

Sweden.  The workshop will be designed on the basis of an expected 30-40 participants. 

D. Active Ageing Index (International seminar outcomes, work progress) 

24. The Secretariat delivered a presentation summarising progress and achievements of 

the Active Ageing Index (AAI) project during its second phase. 

25. An overview was given of the key messages of the recently-launched analytical 

paper containing findings on the Active Ageing Index levels and trends for 2014.  There are 

ongoing efforts to extend the project beyond the European Union, for example with 

calculations for Canada, Iceland, Norway and Switzerland, and pilot studies in Serbia and 

Turkey.  There is an initiative from the Republic of Moldova to apply the AAI.      

26. Communication and outreach activities have included a successful major 

International Seminar co-organized by ECE in April 2015, on ‘Building an Evidence Base 

for Active Ageing Policies’.  The seminar included 35 papers and posters, and attracted 150 

participants from 35 countries.  A particular feature of the seminar was the inclusion of 

papers extending the AAI beyond its original conception, either by going beyond the EU or 

by considering subnational applications.   

27. A national seminar on use of the AAI will be held on 21 May in Lithuania.    

E. Other programme elements 

28. No additional matters were raised. 

V. Third cycle of MIPAA/RIS Review and Appraisal 

A. Report on resolution regarding modalities 

29. No further discussion was deemed necessary under this item following the 

discussion under item III.A. 

B. Theme of the review 

30. It was decided to combine discussion of this item with item V.E.  in order to ensure 

alignment of the themes of the review and of the 2017 conference. 

C. Finalising draft guidelines for national reports 

31. Bureau members were invited to comment on the pre-circulated documents 

(guidelines for national focal points, guidelines for stakeholders, and an annex of ageing-

related indicators based on the Active Ageing Index).  Comments received in absentia were 

read out by the Chair. 
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32. It was decided: to include the Vienna Declaration mapping table in both the 

guidelines documents (and to adjust the text mentioning this table accordingly); to include a 

link to previous cycles’ reports in both guidelines documents; to clarify the requirements or 

expectations regarding the consultation of stakeholders, making it clear that the decision of 

which and how many to consult is at the discretion of each country. 

33. Furthermore, it was decided that the annexed list of statistical indicators should be 

given the title ‘list of suggested indicators for statistical annex’, accompanied by relevant 

modifications to the text to clarify that the indicators are based on the Active Ageing Index 

but that countries are not required or expected to calculate the index itself.  Countries will 

also be invited to add further indicators to the list, should they wish to do so.  EU member 

States should be informed that thanks to the AAI project, the Secretariat has data on AAI 

indicators for these countries and they are therefore not expected to fill in the attached 

table. 

D. Timeline for review process 

34. The Chair summarised a previously-circulated note containing proposals for timing 

of major milestones relating to the third cycle of MIPAA/RIS review and appraisal and the 

lead-up to the 2017 ministerial conference.  The Bureau expressed general agreement with 

the proposed timeline.  This will begin with circulation of reporting guidelines to national 

focal points by the end of May 2015.   

E. Planning for 2017 Ministerial Conference in Turkey, including title of 

the conference 

35. The representatives from Turkey confirmed that Turkey will host the 2017 

ministerial conference in Istanbul.  It was agreed that the second half of September 2017 

would be the most suitable period, ensuring sufficient time for outcomes to feed into the 

global MIPAA review process.  All Bureau members were requested to consult with their 

respective ministries and departments to ensure that the conference avoids overlapping with 

the dates of other important events or engagements, as far as possible.  The exact date of the 

conference will be decided at the next WGA meeting.  Drafting of a Host Country 

Agreement with ECE will start in spring 2016. 

36. It was agreed that at the eighth meeting of the WGA in November 2015 Turkey will 

present a note covering their proposals for the theme, concept and overall structure of the 

conference, including the format, order and general content of the principal elements (NGO 

and research forum, expert panels, ministerial component, poster session/exhibition, 

declaration or other outcome document, etc.).   

37. Extensive discussion on the formulation of a theme for the third MIPAA/RIS review 

and appraisal exercise and a title for the conference led to an agreement that the Secretariat 

should compile a list of all the components suggested, and the comments made alongside 

these suggestions, in order to facilitate continued deliberations.  It was agreed that this list 

would be circulated electronically among the Bureau members shortly following the 

meeting.  It was noted, however, that the final decision on a theme and title must depend on 

the concept note and opinions of the host country and general approval by the WGA. 

38. Bureau members discussed the various measures that could be taken to ensure the 

highest possible level of participation from member States, including offering various types 

of participatory roles such as chairing panels; hosting a ministerial dinner; and ensuring the 

plentiful availability of rooms for bilateral meetings. 

39. The Bureau discussed the process for developing a ministerial declaration or other 

outcome document.  As with other aspects of the conference, the conceptual input from the 

host country is crucial and decisions will be made after discussion at the next meeting of 
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the WGA.  The agreed theme and motto of the conference could provide the basis for 

formulating an outline of a declaration, and this in turn could inform the specifics of the 

conference structure.  It is likely that the Bureau will choose to form a core drafting group 

for the purposes of drafting a declaration/outcome document and will issue a call for 

extended Bureau membership during the editing and negotiating process.  Any outcome 

document should be sufficiently negotiated prior to the conference in order to minimize or 

eliminate the need for changes prior to adoption at the conference itself.   

VI. Membership of the Working Group and its Bureau 

40. The Secretariat provided an update on the current situation with respect to the goal 

of having an official national focal point on ageing for each ECE member State, and on 

ongoing efforts to obtain such nominations in cases where they are missing or where there 

has been no recent contact with the named focal point. 

41. It was agreed that in September 2015 the Secretariat will request confirmation in 

writing from each Bureau member confirming their intention or otherwise to continue 

serving as Bureau members.  A message will subsequently be sent to all national focal 

points requesting volunteers or nominations, both to fill gaps and to constitute an extended 

Bureau as discussed under the previous agenda item.  Elections will be held at the eighth 

WGA meeting in November 2015.  The new Bureau will meet during the WGA session and 

propose candidates to be Chair and Vice Chair.  These nominations will then be subject to 

approval by the WGA.   

42. Several members of the Bureau indicated a priori their intention to continue with 

their duties on the WGA Bureau.  Following the invitation of the outgoing Chair, the 

representative of Germany, currently the Vice-Chair, expressed willingness to consider 

serving as Chair, and this indication was noted and thanked by the other participants. 

VII. Draft agenda of the eighth meeting of the Working Group on 
Ageing (19-20 November 2015) 

43. The Bureau agreed on a proposed provisional agenda for the eighth meeting of 

WGA to be held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, on 19-20 November 2015 with the 

following amendments: 

(a) To add an agenda item for discussion groups.  The groups will hold two discussion 

sessions, the first of which will address the theme and structure of conference following 

presentation of Turkey’s concept note, and the second of which will explore ideas for the 

ministerial declaration or other outcome document (both the process of drafting and actual 

content of the document). 

(b) To include in the annotations that country reports will include input from Turkey 

and from the Czech Republic. 

(c) To include in the annotations under Any Other Business that the representative of 

Poland, being currently based in China, will give a presentation about ageing and related 

social policies in China. 

(d) To include in the annotations that the present meeting report will be presented by the 

representative of Poland, as the host country of the meeting. 
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VIII. Other business 

44. No additional matters were raised. 

IX. Summary and closing of the meeting 

45. The Chair summarised the main elements of the discussions and reviewed all 

decisions and action points, and thanked the host country representatives. 

46. A brief ad-hoc meeting of the Bureau will be held in the morning of 19 November 

2015 (the opening day of the eighth WGA meeting).   

47. The eighth Bureau meeting will take place in May 2016.  The representatives of 

Turkey will explore the possibility of hosting the meeting. 

    

 

 


