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Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Let me first congratulate and thank the organizers of this Forum. I 

think that this kind of meeting is very helpful, because it provides the 

opportunity for people of different backgrounds to share their 

information and exchange their views on a very important topic. 

 

In my short intervention, I would like to highlight three points, which 

I consider particularly relevant for the official statisticians: 

- the importance of social and population statistics 

- the lack of data and information in some fields 

- the importance of cooperation in the field of official statistics 

 

 



 

 

Page 2/6

 

1. The importance of social and population statistics 

As we have seen during these past three days,  

past, current and emerging demographic trends raise many political 

challenges for the countries of the UN/ECE region. 

To monitor these developments and to formulate adequate policies, 

which will allow our societies to prosper harmoniously, there is an 

important need for statistical data of good quality and for statistical 

knowledge. Many of the speakers we heard have stressed this need. 

In fact, the use of qualitative and quantitative data on population 

and development processes and their determinants and consequences 

is a key prerequisite for any successful formulation and assessment of 

population related policies. This requires that those involved in 

collecting such information, namely, governments, international 

organizations, national statistical services, academic and research 

organizations and population institutes, and non-governmental 

organizations, strengthen their cooperation and networking. 

 

 

2. Lack of data and information in some fields 

In some fields of population statistics, there is a lack of data and 

information. The statistical community in cooperation with all the 

organizations involved has to acknowledge this situation and to 

understand the needs of the policy makers in order to respond to them. 

To illustrate my point, I will underline two examples. 
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Migration 

The Cairo program of action underlines already that many topics of 

migration and integration of migrants are not well understood even 

though they are high on the policy agenda. It calls for more research 

and improved statistical knowledge about migratory flows, their 

causes and consequences.  However, long run consistent and reliable 

time series of stock and flow data of migrants across countries are still 

not available and statistics on irregular migration and the situation of 

undocumented migrants are non-existent. For many types of flows and 

their development, we have only rudimentary knowledge. Efforts to 

improve international migration statistics and access of researchers to 

individual level data of migrants should be high on the current policy 

agenda. Almost no comparative research is available on the 

integration of second-generation migrants and their - sometimes 

unsatisfactory - performance. 

 

Family policies 

 Actually, the monitoring of the evolution of policies and initiatives 

related to families is very difficult due to the absence of instruments 

for monitoring and assessing developments in this field. Anne 

Gauthier in her very interesting background paper for the second panel 

discussion underlines this lack of information. Clearly, there is an 

important need for better statistical knowledge relating to childbearing 
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and parenting as well as support for the family in order to reinforce 

their presence on the political agendas of national governments. 

Statistical agencies and international institutions should develop better 

tools to monitor state and private sector support for families and for 

the evaluation of family policies and their effectiveness. 

 

 

3. The importance of cooperation in the field of official statistics 

The ECE region consists of countries of three different continents – 

America, Europe and Asia – and includes some of the most diverse 

economies and political contexts. It is not surprising then that there is 

also a large diversity in the development of the statistical systems of 

the member states. In order to get a better statistical knowledge of the 

region and to provide essential information to the policy makers, it is 

very important to strengthen the cooperation between the member 

States in the field of official statistics. The more developed countries 

in this activity have the responsibility to share their know-how with 

the other countries and help them to improve their statistical system.  

 

Let me take one example to illustrate this point.  

 

Yesterday, the panel discussion on mortality in the transition 

countries underlined the lack of good quality data on mortality in 

some central Asian countries. One participant suggested that 
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demographic surveys could provide the necessary information. I think 

that this is not sufficient. A good statistical system based on civil 

registration is absolutely essential in this field. Only such a system can 

monitor continuously and in the long term the mortality of a country. 

In this case, Western European and North American countries should 

help the central Asian countries to set up a performing vital statistics 

system.  

 

There is also a need for international comparative data which will 

allow to understand the processes at work in the different contexts and 

to assess the success or the failure of the policies developed to 

influence or to cope with their consequences. In this field, the 

international organizations active in official statistics have an 

important role to play. The UN/ECE Population Activities Unit, the 

European Population Committee (CDPO) of the Council of Europe 

and others have expanded our knowledge considerably over the years. 

I think that these bodies along with the national statistical services 

should continue to be used effectively to further deepen the 

understanding of the various demographic phenomena. 

 

Concluding Remarks 

While I have the pleasure to make this presentation at this closing 

session, I wish on behalf of the  Swiss Authorities including the 
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Chairperson, Ambassador Walter Fust,  to thank the organizers of this 

European Population Forum. 

 

The UN-ECE and UNFPA have attached great value to this Forum 

and dedicated a lot of energies to make it happen. The success of the 

Forum is mostly due however to all the distinguished  Chairs,  

Panelists,  Keynote Speakers,  background papers Writers and  to all 

Participants whose valuable contribution have been most welcome and 

useful. 

 

The Chair's summary would not have been possible without the 

assistance of the Friends of the Chair who dedicatedly made sure that 

different views are appropriately taken into consideration. Once again, 

many thanks to them. 

 

We are all happy that a constructive spirit has enabled all views to be 

expressed and listened to. This was particularly important at this 

juncture, when more meetings and exchanges await us in 2004 to 

celebrate and assess the implementation of the ICPD Programme of 

Action. 

 

Finally, I wish to confirm that the Swiss Authorities are proud to have 

had the opportunity to host and support this Forum. 

 


