
I want to talk about one aspect of migration, which is related to many other themes in this 
conference, including migration. Since Cairo, sexuality has been increasingly discussed, 
whether in the context of HIV/AIDS, women’s empowerment and gender relations, or with 
respect t adolescent sexual and reproductive health and rights. 
 
The content and contours of sexual rights are being defined and explored in all of these 
discussions. The next subject that we must incorporate into our work is sexual orientation. 
This conversation is ongoing within the UN system. The Special Rapporteur on extra 
judicial killings and other forms of torture has documented instances of torture and murder 
of people based on their sexual orientation. We know that many gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender people flee persecution in their countries of origin and are very often not 
welcomed in their country of destination. We know that there are still more than 70 
countries in the world where sexual activity between consenting adults of the same is sex 
is criminalized. And we know that many countries do not accept asylum seekers who are 
persecuted on this basis. The special rapporteurs on the right to health, the right to 
education and on violence against women has all identified sexual rights and sexual 
orientation as a key factor to be closely monitored. The Committee on Economic Social 
and Cultural Rights and the Committee on the Rights of the Child have condemned 
discrimination based on sexual orientation in their general comments. As these are the 
committees which provide guidance to states on the interpretation of human rights treaties, 
their comments are extremely important. 
 
Sexuality is the common thread for all of us in this room. It informs our work. I would like to 
challenge all of us, whether we concentrate on migration, on population dynamics, youth 
issues or on sexual and reproductive rights, to take on sexuality and sexual rights as a key 
component of our work. Radhika Coomaraswamy, the special rapporteur on violence 
against women has said that sexual rights are the last frontier for the women’s movement. 
I would like to think that it also represents the last frontier for everyone in this room and in 
our respective movements. 
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