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Thank you Madam Chair. 

 

I would also like to thank the panelists and authors of the papers for their diligence in 

preparation for the forum, not the least of which my colleagues from the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

 

I would like to note a few points on issues that I hope will not be overlooked before the 

end of the Forum.  First, globally maternal mortality rates have not improved 

significantly over the past ten years, despite current initiatives.  Efforts should be made to 

target the interventions that will help women and infants in the birth process, as well as 

recovery from it.  Interventions should not focus solely on pregnancy prevention, which 

does little for women who become pregnant and will carry their children to term. 

 

Second, governments can help support families by promoting policies that strengthen the 

institution of marriage.  Similar efforts may over time help reverse the low fertility rates 

experienced by several European countries. 

 

Third, governments have a responsibility to alert the public of the latest scientific 

findings related to sexually transmitted diseases (STDs).  While barrier methods (such as 



condoms) can be effective in the fight against HIV, there is insufficient evidence 

regarding their efficacy against a number of STDs, including human papillomavirus 

(HPV), which can lead to cancer in women.  It is for this reason that the USG supports 

the "Abstinence-Be Faithful-Consistent condom use when necessary" (ABC) program as 

a public health plan. 

 

Lastly, UNECE should stick to its original economic mandate and not expand into social 

or other areas of expertise.  There are other bodies available, which are better suited to 

coordinate population issues.  UNECE should adhere to its original mandate of 

demographic and statistical data collection. 

 

Thank you Madam Chair. 

   

 

 


