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Conceptual Framework 

Institutional Setup 
The UNECE Population Activities Unit (PAU) acts as the GGP Coordination Centre 
that organises interaction with the organisations delivering data and with data 
users. As proposed by the GGP Consortium Board and accepted by the GGP 
International Working Group, other institutions of the Consortium, such as the 
Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research (MPIDR) and the Institut National 
d’Études Démographiques (INED) carry out some of the work related to 
harmonisation and dissemination of the micro data files of the Generations and 
Gender Surveys (GGS). 

This document outlines the procedures and options of this work. 

Preparation for Harmonisation 

Documentation 
The PAU and the MPIDR have prepared the following materials necessary for 
documenting the data: 

1. Data description table of the Harmonised Data File (HDF)1, including 

a. question numbers based on the GGS Full Questionnaire, 

b. variable labels, 

c. harmonised variable names, 

d. variable formats 

2. Template for data availability report2. This report should allow a data user 

a. to detect easily all the occasions where a variable cannot be fully 
harmonised and 

b. to find explanation and documentation for the country-specific solutions, 
including variables where the questionnaire explicitly calls for such 
solutions. 

Please note that the data description table and the data availability report use 
different numbering of questions. The HDF data description document uses the 
FULL GGS wave 1 questionnaire numbering, while the Data availability uses the 
separated GGS Wave 1 Core and Optional sub-modules notations. In the data 
availability report it was necessary to separate the core questionnaire from the 
optional modules to set the standard for comparability in core questions, while 
with the preparation for the HDF it was necessary to prepare the notations suited 
for the maximum amount of implemented questions. 

Activities in participating countries 
The in-country data preparation should include the following activities: 

1. Basic data cleaning according to internationally accepted standards in social 
research. This activity needs to be documented. 

                                          

1 available at http://www.unece.org/pau/ggp/materials.htm 
2 available at http://www.unece.org/pau/ggp/materials.htm 



2. Naming and formatting of variables according to the HDF specifications, see 
http://www.unece.org/pau/ggp/materials.htm 

3. Recording and explaining all the instances where the national data differs from 
the HDF in data availability report 

(see template at http://www.unece.org/pau/ggp/materials.htm). 

4. Providing the basic methodological information about the survey, concerning 
sampling, response rate, fieldwork and panel maintenance strategy. 

Countries are requested not to manipulate the data set they submit for 
harmonisation beyond the activities listed above, to allow harmonisation 
procedures to be applied on a common platform. 

Submission of Data 
The data set complying to the HDF specifications with the accompanying 
documentation will be submitted to the Coordination Centre. This transaction will 
be documented by a co-operation agreement between the Coordination Centre 
and the institution in charge of the national GGS data set. Among other things, 
the agreement stipulates that the data can be harmonised and archived by other 
institutions in the GGP Consortium that act under cooperation agreement with the 
Coordination Centre. 

Requests to Use the Data 
Data requests will be handled using a system of online applications, which allows 
automating many standard procedures.  

Application would include the following procedures. 

1. Registration of the applicant. 

The applicant registers by providing personal and institutional details including 
a valid e-mail address and receives the username and password.  

2. Submission of the proposal. 

Upon receiving the username and password, the user can submit the plan for 
the research. The plan should have sound scientific base, analytical plan for 
data use and the plan for publication. Proposals from students 
(undergraduate, postgraduate or doctoral) have to include an approval of the 
supervisor. 

3. Review process. 

The review process will be performed by the Coordination Centre. The 
application will be assessed at the most basic level establishing scientific 
relevance of the proposed research and feasible analytical plan. 

4. Signing cooperation agreements. 

Upon the positive review, the user is notified and the prepared agreements 
are placed within his on-line designated space.  

5. Data dissemination. 

Upon the receipt of the signed cooperation agreement the user is notified of 
data availability.  

Services of the GGS Data Archive 
1. At the beginning, the functions of the Data Archive are limited to the provision 

of Data download from designated web space integrated into the on-line 
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registration process. Provision of complete datasets for download from a 
password-protected page. 

2. As an alternative, data can also be sent on digital media (CD/DVD) 

3. Provision of tabulations and other aggregated outputs. 

Since access to aggregate data does not have to be strictly regulated as 
access to micro data does, this option may attract attention among a broader 
circle of users interested in the outputs of the GGP but not in carrying out 
advanced analyses of micro data. This option may increase the impact of GGP 
outputs on public discussion about population issues, while it helps to 
safeguard basic methodological consistency in presenting aggregate 
indicators. 
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Implementation 
 

INED surveys department  
The INED survey department (Institut National d’Études Démographiques, the 
French National Institute of Demographic Studies) is a specialized department, 
which supervises data collection for projects conducted by the Institute’s 
researchers and projects accomplished in partnership with other institutions. The 
department is composed of about 15 specialists working on data collection 
strategies, statistics, survey computing methods, questionnaire design, and 
management of data collection. 

The INED survey department has three key fields of activity: 

• The focus is on quantitative and qualitative data collection, ranging from 
questionnaire design to final data presentation. 

• Secondly, the department concentrates on methodological research and 
the assessment of innovative survey techniques and protocols in social 
sciences such as data collection and data capture techniques. 

• Furthermore, an emphasis lies on the management of survey archiving 
procedures as well as on the dissemination of data through the French 
Quetelet Network. 



Operational implementation projects 
The dissemination process for GGP survey data will be integrated into the existing 
INED tools with some adaptations, such as the replacement of the INED 
cooperation agreements and confidentiality pledges with the ones emanating from 
the GGP. 

Moreover, the secure web platform should facilitate access to the GGS data sets. 
Through the development of this platform (herewith called the Web User Space), 
the communication between the applicants and the coordination centre will be 
facilitated and the flow of the information will be centralized. The main aim of the 
platform is to allow users to request survey data sets on-line. The following 
diagram presents the implementation of the application procedure. 

Process for accessing surveys data sets 
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The application process will be implemented as follows:  

1. In the initiation step the applicant creates the user account on the Web User 
Space (WUS) by filling-in a registration form available within the web 
platform. Thereupon, he will receive an email containing the link through 
which registration has to be confirmed 

Upon successful registration, the applicant can access the personal WUS by 
signing in with his email address and provided password. 

2. Once registered, the user can use the WUS to apply for GGS micro data on-
line. The application procedure is started by completing an electronic 
application form on the WUS.  

3. After the electronic submission of the application, the request form will 
automatically be transformed into a PDF document and details of the request 
saved on the web server in the applicant’s private user space. This allows the 
applicant to keep track of the requests filed. 

4. Thereafter, the web server will automatically generate an email containing the 
applicant’s proposal and send this to the coordination centre. 

5. The coordination centre will initiate the review of the proposal. Once a 
decision is taken (either acceptance or refusal of the application), the 
manager will submit the outcome into the WUS. 

6. An email will then be sent to the applicant in order to inform him about the 
decision.  

If the response is negative and the applicant is not given permission to access 
the GGS data, the process will end at this stage.  

Upon successful outcome of the review process, the applicant is presented 
with the cooperation agreements that will be automatically generated and will 
need to be signed by representative of the organization, the researcher is 
affiliated to and any researchers involved with the proposed project. 

Upon the return of the signed agreements to the coordination centre, a 
temporary download link to the GGS data will be activated on a secure FTP 
site. In this case, an email is sent to the applicant with the invitation enabled 
to download the requested data. The link will be valid until the applicant 
downloads the data files. 

In addition to the described application feature, the secure web platform will 
contain some other functionalities, such as the possibility to generate lists of all 
requests an applicant has made, room to submit articles or tools to generate 
statistics about dissemination. 

The development of the secure web platform requires the consideration of some 
specifications:  

• Compliance with the Data Documentation Initiative (DDI). 

• Development of a web user space with different functionalities. 

• Development of a secure survey data sets depository. 

• On-line pledge form and automatic PDF document generation. 

Data Documentation Initiative compliance 
The Data Documentation Initiative (DDI) has established a standard for technical 
documentation describing social science data and allows the creation of 
codebooks based on the Extended Mark-up Language (XML) standards. 



The aim of DDI is to facilitate the exchange and the transport of documents. 
Furthermore, DDI offers a standardized form of the documentation describing the 
data sets. Standardized reports can therefore contain better organized and more 
extensive documentation. The standardized format across different datasets and 
across different countries greatly improves the usefulness of the survey 
documentation. The DDI standard is therefore the most frequently used in data 
archive centres in Europe as well as worldwide.  

Additionally, DDI compliant GGS documentation will uphold the standards set by 
the French Quetelet Network database, which is already in line with the DDI 
standard.  

Development of the Web User Space 
The development of the WUS represents an improvement to data access both for 
applicants as well as the coordination centre and the data providers.  

• It allows applicants to centralize all information about the surveys they 
requested and enables them to save all documents they sent or received 
regarding their application.  

• The implementation of the web user space offers the coordination centre 
the possibility to administer applications easily. Furthermore, the WUS 
provides useful tools such as the statistics on the dissemination of the 
GGS data.  

• An administrator will be in charge of managing different user profiles and 
their requests. If a problem occurs, he/she will be able to trace the source 
and solve it. The administrator will have at his disposal an interface with 
tools, which allow him to grant rights for users, add/modify or remove 
their profiles, generate statistics on dissemination, and survey the history 
of all events, occurred during the dissemination process.  

The WUS will integrate different levels of user access from administrators to 
applicants. The distinction among different user levels requires controlled and 
secure accesses to the system. Each user will be presented with an interface that 
will reflect the level of access. All users are required to sign in to their account 
with their email and personal password. 

Some common functions are available to all levels of users.  

• The communication with either the coordination centre or the system 
administrators will only be possible through an on-line contact form. Users 
will be able to manage, store and delete the archived communication at 
their leisure.  

• All users will be able to modify their personal information (password, email 
address…).  

The WUS is currently under development and will be implemented in both French 
and English versions. 

Development of a secure survey data sets depository  
Currently survey data are still being disseminated manually by sending a CD-
ROM, containing the data, by regular mail. Once the WUS is fully implemented, 
the users will be able to directly download the requested data files from the web 
site. The on-line access to the micro data makes secure servers and a secure 
procedure indispensable.  
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On-line cooperation agreements and confidentiality pledge 
Currently the cooperation agreements and the confidentiality pledge are static 
PDF documents that the user is required to print out, fill in by hand and send 
back to the coordination centre using regular mail.  

The future procedure will allow the user to fill in the agreements and the pledge 
on-line and dynamically generate a PDF document out of it. The applicant will still 
be required to print out the documents and send them back to the coordination 
centre using regular mail.  

Furthermore, the application (containing user’s information and requested GGS 
data sets) will be saved within the WUS after the applicant has filled in the form 
on-line.  


