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Why policy briefs?

The challenge: Break down abstract policy frameworks of 
MIPAA/RIS to concrete action

Translate scientific knowledge into evidence‐based policy 
advice 

Outline rationale for choosing a particular policy alternative

Summarize state of the art policy debate on an issue

Concise, easily understandable for broad audience

Good practice examples represent geographic variety
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Policy brief: elements

The new logo
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Policy brief: elements

Table of 
Contents

Main argument

Graphic overview
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Policy brief: elements 

The context and challenge
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Policy brief: elements 

The suggested strategy and underlying concept
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Policy brief: elements 

Tools and techniques
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Policy brief: elements 

Graphic illustration
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Policy brief: elements 

Good practice examples: 
geographical coverage
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Policy brief: elements 

Response template:

Title of project or legislative act

Topic of policy brief for which the project is considered relevant

Start and end date of project

Goal and very brief explanation

Degree of implementation/progress status

Explanation of why this is a good practice example

Link to website or contact for further information

All UNECE member States were asked to contribute good 
practice examples from their countries.
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Good practice examples: statistics

EU CIS
Others 
(non-EU, non-CIS, 

Internat. Organizations)

Total 

Total of good-practice 
examples submitted by 
member states and 
used in policy briefs

12 0 2 14 

Total number of good 
practice examples in 
the Policy Briefs per 
region

32 2 6 40

Total number of good 
practice examples in 
the database per 
region

77 9 18 104

Policy brief: elements 
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Policy brief: elements 

Check list for easy implementation
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Policy brief: elements 

Recommended sources
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The series starts with four Policy Briefs: Special thanks to 
all contributors!
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Special thanks to the Republic of Armenia for translating 
the Policy Briefs into Russian!
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Now online

http://www.unece.org/pau/age/Policy_briefs/

Now online!
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Launched to the press on 20 November 2009
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Two more Briefs upcoming: lifelong learning and health 
promotion and prevention of disease
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Questions?
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No. 1: Mainstreaming ageing
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Context: Populations in UNECE region are ageing, demographic 
bonus coming to an end, large generations are approaching 
retirement age

Strategy: Mainstreaming ageing: integrate ageing issues into all 
relevant policy fields on all levels

Tools and techniques:
Laws, policies and programmes
Institutional setting 
National budget 
Data collection 
Awareness-raising
Participatory approach

Result: Integrated response: better integration of the needs of all 
age groups into the policymaking process

No. 1: Mainstreaming ageing
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Good practice examples: Mainstreaming
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No. 2: Gender equality, work and old age
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Context: Ageing has different gender-specific impacts 
As women live longer than men, many become widows and have little income

Strategy: Mainstreaming ageing and mainstreaming gender: 

Enhance equal opportunities throughout the lifecourse
Assess the implications of legislation, policies and programmes for 
women and men of different age groups 
Increase women’s labour market participation, by making it easier to 
reconcile work and family life 

Access to high-quality child care
Provide assistance to women caring for older or disabled family 
members

Tax system that offers incentives to women to earn an income
Gender assessed pension systems: credit time-off for care towards 
the pension

Result: Enhanced gender equality in in old age and throughout the life-
course to the benefit of all generations

No. 2: Gender equality, work and old age
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Good practice example: Gender equality, work and old age
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No 3: Older persons as consumers
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Context: Older persons have significant purchasing power, which is backed
up by the State pensions that all UNECE countries provide

Strategy: 
Companies develop products and services tailored to the needs of older 
persons
Products are made accessible and usable regardless of consumers’ age, 
individual skills, education or cultural background
“Design for all ages” is made applicable to public transport, urban 
development and housing
Representation of older persons in policymaking

Result: 
Enhanced social, economic, political and cultural participation of older 
persons
New markets developed
Recognize older persons as significant consumer group with needs, 
interests, and preferences
Companies, governments and civil society take into account the views of 
older persons in the design of products and the delivery of services

No 3: Older persons as consumers
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Good practice example: Older persons as consumers
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No. 4: Integration & participation of older persons
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Context: People live longer and healthier lives than ever before, 
potential to contribute to society, but danger of being excluded

Strategy:
Political empowerment
Labour market participation
Promoting life-long learning and education for older persons
Recognition of older persons as a consumer group
Considering needs of older persons in housing, public 
transportation and cultural activities
Fostering intergenerational relations 
Strengthening the role of volunteering

Result: 
Better quality of life for older persons
Increased social cohesion for society as a whole
Achieving a society for all ages

No. 4: Integration & participation of older persons
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Good practice example: Integration & participation of older persons
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Good practice examples: Statistics

EU CIS
Others 
(non-EU, non-
CIS, 
Internat. 
Organizations)

Total 

No. 1: Mainstreaming ageing 7 0 0 7

No. 2: Gender Equality, work and old age 7 1 0 8

No. 3: Older Persons as Consumers 5 0 0 5

No. 4: Integration and participation of older 
persons in society 5 0 0 5

No. 5: Life-long learning 3 1 3 7

No. 6: Health promotion and prevention of
diseases and accidents 

5 0 3 8

Total 40
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Thank you for translating the Briefs and for 
disseminating them in your country!



Questions for discussion:

Which topics would be desirable to be covered in 2010?

Which additional good‐practice examples do you know of that 
could be reflected in them?

Are you going to translate and disseminate them in your 
country?

How could future policy briefs be improved?

Thank you!Thank you!


