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Work to be undertaken

4. The UNECE secretariat is ready to prepare a series of policy briefs based on member
States’ contributions, to highlight specific topics under MIPAA/RIS and demonstrate
commonalities across the UNECE region while being sensitive to the specific needs of its
subregions. These 4- to 8-page policy briefs aim to reach policymakers, the media and scholars
as well as the general public.




Why policy briefs?

The challenge: Break down abstract policy frameworks of
MIPAA/RIS to concrete action

v" Translate scientific knowledge into evidence-based policy
advice

v" Outline rationale for choosing a particular policy alternative
v Summarize state of the art policy debate on an issue
v" Concise, easily understandable for broad audience

v Good practice examples represent geographic variety
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Policy brief: elements

U N ECE @ United Wations
Economic Corrnigsion for Europe

Policy

Mainstreaming Ageing

Commiitnent 1 of the UNECE Stratezy on Agping: To mainstreans ageing in all policy
fie s with the aim o fbringing societes and ecomomies inte harnw nywith demographic
change to achdeve asocietyfor allages

Fopulation ageing has itnportant ard far-reaching iraplicatio re acro == all spheres o f society. Ageing-
related ismies therefore need 4o be integrated mto all policy fields i order to bring societies and
enOTO TES mhamﬁmy with dermgraphic change, This policy brisf laoks at ho w Governmuents can da

azzelected examples, It also addresses the ways in which all age groups can be equally
slerrenting and evaliating ageing-related policies ard programomes.

Table of
Contents
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age arnd life expectancy & incesing ThE reosssitates
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Suggested siraiegy: mainsreaming
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infeprating ageing fEsues imto all relevant polime fields
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Expected result:integration
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Policy brief: elements

The context and challenge

/

Demographic change Az the world population is passing through the demographic transition —
the transformation of a population characterized by large families and short
lifespans into a population of small families and long lifespans —the distinctive
trait of this century iz going to be ageing, with the share of older individuals in
the population increasing.

Ageingin the UNECE region While dermographic transition i universal, its timing wvaries greatly both
between and within world regions, as does the onset and pace of ageing.
Populations in Europe and North America are ageing, but most find themselves
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The suggested strategy and underlying concept

Mainstreaming ageing All age groups make equally important contributions to society and to their
communities and families. Clder persons can make their knowledge and
experience available. They can serve as repositories of a collective memeory in
society. To ensure that they can remain active and independent for as long
as possible, policies supporting their social and economic integration in
all spheres of society are neceszary. To achieve thizs complex goal, a holistic
approach, whereby ageing is integrated in all policy fields, is needed.

Concept Mainstreaming ageing is a strategy, process and multi-dimensional effort of
integrating ageing issues into all policy fields and all policy levels. The ultimate
objective iz to achieve a more equitable development within a society that
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Tools and techniques

Laws, polides and programmes are important tools for achieving a holistic
approach in mainstreaming ageing. Existing policies and programmes as well
as laws and regulations should adequately reflect the concerns of persons of
all ages, and a general framework of non-discrimination should be provided.
This means that the concerns of older parsons should not be seen in iselation
or in competition with other social groups. Mew laws, policies and programmes

should be streamlined with internationally agreed standards, based on the
MIPAARIS frameworls.

Laws, policies and
progranmumes

The implications of any planned legislation, policy or programme, for different
age groups, including clder persons, can be systematically assessed through
an impact analysis, Guidelines may help to screen new laws, policies or
programmes for their relevance regarding ageing societies. Screening may
also analyse how to implement national priorities, and what the indicators of
success should be.
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Policy brief: elements

Graphic illustration

IS Review national
stakeholders: Determine

who to work m—— pr.:l|ICIES. ar.u:! - hat
define pricrities

with to review
for prtion
and how |a
Carry out a
Feni e
and appraisal
with

stakeholders

Source: Adapted from: Dnited Nation s, Guidelines for Rewiewr and Appraisal of the Ma-
drid International Flan of Adtion on Ageing. New Yark, 2006, D. 13,
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Good practice examples:
geographical coverage

Romania: Consumer protection in housing policies

The proportion of privately owned houses in Romania has been inareasing, which has resulted in a reduction of the
stock of social dwellings. The economic transition was accompanied by a spectacular growth in price of property. In
recent years, homelessness has become more wisible and debts for the payment of the maintenance costs frequently
result in eviction. Older persons living in rented houses are also at risk of eviction by former owners who were
expropriated in 1949 and are entitled to receive back their properties.

5. They cannot be
. - - . Fecently adopted
Integrated policymaking for older persons: the Slovak Social Services ct Iderly are entitled
The Slovak “Mational Programme for the Frotection of the Eldarly” (WPPE) provides a comprehensive framework r the maintenance
for pelicymalking related to older persons. Its overall aims are to achieve self-sufficiency, social participation and

integration for older persons and to enable them to fulfil themselves and live in dignity. The NPPE covers a broad onon Ageing (MIPAA)
range of areas, including social security, employment and family policy, education, safety, health care, housing,

culture and media, taxes and fees, transport, postal and telecommunication services, legal protection, the economy,

agriculture and the envirenment.

To addraess the increasing need for social services specifically, the government of Slovakia has adopted a new Social
Services Act, which entered into force in January 2000, The Act addresses the efficient provision of services to
severely disabled and clder persons, among other target groups. It regulates the competence of government bodies,
introduces a systern of community planning provides for the interlinking of social services and health care, including
the finandng of social services, It sets out requirements necessary for performing work in the field of social zervices
and introduces a system of quality control. Service providers now have to register in order to operate. They have
to comnply with a clearly defined set of procedural, personnel and operating conditions which are monitored by
independent inspection bodies. The Act offers a comprehensive approach to social service provision, as one crucial
component of a wider strategy on ageing and clder persons.

Source: Information provided by the Slovak Ministryof Labour, Social Affairs and Farrily, personal corrmmication July zoog.
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Response template:

V" Title of project or legislative act

Topic of policy brief for which the project is considered relevant
Start and end date of project

Goal and very brief explanation

Degree of implementation/progress status

Explanation of why this is a good practice example

AN N N N

Link to website or contact for further information

All UNECE member States were asked to contribute good

practice examples from their countries.
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Others
EU CIS (non-EU, non-CIS, Total
Internat. Organizations)
Total of good-practice
examples submitted by
member states and 12 0 2 14
used in policy briefs
Total number of good
practice examples in
the Policy Briefs per 32 2 6 40
region
Total number of good
practice examples in 27 9 18 104

the database per
region

Good practice examples: statistics
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Policy brief:

Check list for easy implementation

elements

M ainstreaming
tools and
tec hnig ues

Stratepic

framework

Laws, policies
and programmes

Institutional
settng

TIMECE PolicwBrief on Ageing Mo, 1

Checklist: Mainstreaminy ageiny

Purpose

Swwtermatic consid eration
of ageing-related corncerns
inall areas and all levels of

policraking, Provide an overall

frarmework of action.

Esmluation of existing lawe

and policies, making necessary

adivetments with eapect to
needs and concerns of all age
Froups.

Ersure exchange betveen
departrrents and agencies, to
avoid duplication ard achiess
coomlination. Achiese a clear
distribution of tasks. Ensure

representation of all age mmoups

and relevant stakeholders in

decision-making. Adherence to a

Elements

Matinnal action plan

on ageing, a sirmlar
shmtegic doourrentor a
set of linked do ournerits
covering the area

CGuidelires on

rrE neirearring ageing
oohoems inho new Laws,
policies and prograrrmnes.
Impact analysis regarding
ageing societes and older
persore relatiwe toother

Sge EFOLLS.

Interdepartrrental or
interagency working
groups, councils or
oorrtrissions, national
consultative bodiea, focal
point on ageing, office
ohage discritninationor
orrbudsperson.

Stakeholders

Gowertrnent, interagency
bodies, other relevent
stakeholders.

Legislative bodies,
FOVEITUTENE aFFTcies,
corsultative bodies on
ageing.

Goerriment national,
regional , mnicipal,
representatives of different
gererations, NG Os, the
privete sechor and rade
ruons.

14



Policy brief:

Recommended sources

/

elements

Gonsulted and recommended SOUrces

Helpize International, Participatory Research wi er People: a Sowrcebook, London, zooz

JToze T on Housing, Moneyr and Care for Older People From welfare to well-being - planning for
an ageing society Tork: Joseph Rowntree Foundation, zo04.
Aovailable at https ffurungr j kel ) il ge ing

I avin, B and A Zaidileds.). Mainsheaming agangd indicators te monitor mustainable polides, Aldarshetr Ashaate, 2007
Sidorenkn &, Walker &, The M adrid International Plan of &ctionon Ageing from conception to implenentation. Agzeing and
Society zo04; 241 1471605,

United Mations. T he farnework for oo ndte ring, review and appraisal o fthe Madrid International Flan o fAction on Ageing, Mew
York, zoo 5

United Mations. § widelines for review and appraizal of the Madrid International Flan of Actionon Lgeing, Few Torl, zoob
United Mations. G uide to the national implernentationo £ the Madrid International Flan o f fction on Ageing. Iew Tork, zoof.
United Mations. Regional dimensions o £ the ageing situation. Mew Tork, zood,

United Mations. T he M adrid International Flanof Action on Ageing. Guding Framework and Toolkit for Practitioners & Policy
M akers Mew Yorl, zoaf.

United Mations Economic and Secial Couneil, Corarissio n for Social Devels proend, forty-seventh session, 4-13 February zoo9,
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Integration and participation
of older persons in soci

Conanitent 2 of the UNECE strategy on ageing: To ernsure full integration and
participation of older persons in society.

Realizing a sodety for all ages is the declared gpal of Goverrrmernts in rretrber States of the United
Matinns Ecororric Corrrrission for Eugope. Th this end, aduieving the irtegration ard participation of
alder persors in societyare irnportant elerrents. This policy brisf outlies the rmein shetegies that ey
be mreidered to increass partid pation of older pereons in political and eoonordc life and o irproe
their amess 0 trareport, sppropriate howsing and oalbusl actisities, It highlights the inportaree of
belarred intergererational relatiorshipe besed on mutaal respect. Efforts ray be made to redue
szpismard to destigrratize old aze. The potential of voluriesring reagralso be vsed - bothin supportof
alder gereratiors ard bythe aldergererations thersslwes.
Challenging conte i:

People live lorger and healthier lives than ever before and

have also the potential to mabe itaportant contributions

to societies at old age. However, older persoms are

Contents ofter. vulrerable to exclusion, marginalization and
diseHriration.

Integration and participations .

4 R suggested st ategies:

= Political empowertient of older persons

= Fromoting labour rarket participatio n ofolder

@ United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe
pns across all spheres of sockery. Ageing-

y fiels in arder ra aring socisdss and

s arief lonks ar how Gowernmenrs can do

y5 inwhicha |l age graups can s equally
nmers

o mainstream ageiog io all pelicy
2z imto hatm ooy with demographic

whred pohicicsandprogmm mes.

9 GONtEHT ageing

in Bunope and Horh Amerca are ageing.
H rhemseboz =il inche sage of rhe so-calked
omes, 3 smarion in which workimg-ags
up che brgesr s lare of popa boon whik che
Endem chiblenandalder adubz & rebrivly
grianisatsomaend soon in m:n]rmurrmﬁ,
B gensmiam ars appreaching moikmenc
sxpemancy & incsasing. Ths necssiams
in ma my T bicy 3 reas.

strategy:mainstreaming
ng:gﬂngu:pnhyrﬂwdmﬂdmrﬂs
geing =us inm all rleam pobio fidds
. Whik relying on evidence-ozmed policks,
=5 hou W imeobeearher s behokders andmger
b pobicrma Fing process.

hier in ageiny societies

“In an ageing society, 0 Te aimis to firther enbarcethe
social, econorc, political and multwal participation
of oder persons L. ] Dld.er persons should therefore
be dasa goop with
shared ard specific reeds, interests, ard preferences.
Governorents, service providers and civil society
shenald tale inde account the viewsof older persors on
the design of products and delivery o frervices

5, prior to implemerntation. This
t of strategies in which concerme
toworrenand menare anindegral
irnplermentation, roo rit ring and
d programmes.,

Tle ageing of the population affects every aspect of
society and eoomrmc achvity Arnong other things,
g 0o TEUMET Z10 1D
ite puachasing
power, Policymnakersmay wish o ercowrage companies
to bring to the ratket more products for all ages,

ard mainstreaming gender are
qualities in older age wault from
disadvantages diming the life
t a Mecourse approach when
onrectiors of ageing and gender
gthat present cirournstances
urderstond by references to their
requires the linking of socio-
and relationships in later life
of ren ard worern. In Thany
ainetrearning iz an  estal
barku@ on national strategies to

ik if, F] .1- ifinart

Esult integration

ng helps @ enzure beamer incqzrmcan of che
< gr s in chepobicymm Fing process. Tecan
= IS0ME D NS @ Soc ke, Commu mrks
as muchas oeherage groups do. Ukimamly.
help @ Gring sconamics and sockeks 1n
h demegrap iz changs.

This policy brief addreszes tle fsmes related to
older persors as comsurers in the background of
derw graphic trend s, the well- being o folder persons in
the TTHECE region ard their specialneed s, preferences
ard inferests regarding conmmnptio

The series starts with four Policy Briefs: Special thanks to

all contributors!

Eatter quality o flife for older persons
Increased social cohesion for society as a who ke

Achieving a society for all ages
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the Policy Briefs into Russian!

zpammnan

JIOAH KaK
0Tped uTe AN

EEpomefckad DHOHD MEMECKad Konmiooma
ODraHMEaInm OO EeIMEeHE Y, Harptit

oflIECTER  UsTEF ABTETA
TRTEHEFOTES POIIMpEHHE LA0THA TIOM MR MEOIRTT
E COLUMATEHOH, SEOHOIDMHETEDH, TOMHDTLCEDT M
HETYPHOR #0EHG [a0] [To 9100 Mprote mostcEs:
TMEOZETL 0FEAYET DAMTETIHEATE IRE ZHAMHTSTEHIED
IOy Mo TpefTR e © 0f LI H CIeLpUHHECEHITH

9 craperaIpIc

HEHIEIDM,  MHTEQECAIM M IPedioIeHCIDn
T p&EHTRECTES, TIOCTAELIMEH YT H IPAKIAHCEDE
05 1IECTED A0 T HELTP HHHIATE B EHHITAHHE EXTLENEL
TIOWHITEL THRIT TR PAspAD 0 THE TOEAPOEH O ERSAHITH
yemm™

Caperie  oBIECTEA EOMAET HAa EOe  ACTIRETEL
COLMATMEHOH H SEDHDIDCLECEDH HOCHH of IIECTEA
KpoTe Ipandatn IO M2 AR TIH 0 CTAE LI TP T VLIS
T YTy TO TP Hre B oo FHITH HITHATTH
M ZHAOTEIEHOM  COE0EYTHON  TOETIare EHOI

ublic of Armenia for translating

17




" UNECE Population Unit - Windows Internet Explorer

x Google IZI *§ Suche v{»@ v QD opr B v | €9 Lesezeichen~ | "UF Rechtschreibprifung ~ 33 Ubersetzen ~ | AutoFill -
x Nﬂ'rtﬂn' @ - Karten und Login-Daten -

5.7 Favoriten | 7% & Vorgeschlagene Sites = & | Mehr Add-ons erhalten ~

(#4) UNECE Population Unit | |

U NEC E Unifed Mations Economc Commission or Europe —
LV

loma  ALGEURCCC  Programmmas  Informacion  Blaacngs  Corccrlia

|
.
Policy .

m Mainstreaming Ageing
— MRS Palcy R o Ageing R L
Pt o W

Rirearriza- 3008

Now online!

Gender equality, work and old age
URRTE By R o Againg a2
Fiorvamioe 2009

LRSS Py R o Ageing R 3
Plzroaricer 2008

Integration and participation of older persons in society
URRDE Policy Bre® o Ageing Mo &
i 2058




/2 UNECE and the European Centre Vienna agree on cooperation in developing policy responses to pop - Microsoft Internet Explorer =18 x|
Fle Edt View Favorites Toos Help | &

Qe - O - 1x] 2] | P Sgraems €8] (3- o - K

Address I@ http: ffwwwe. unece. org fpress /pr2009/09pau_p02e.htm
U N EC E United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

Home  About UNECE Programmes Information Meetings Contact Us

I Search 'Site map ,5?3.

Press Release

[Index] [French]

UNECE launches Policy Briefs on Ageing
Geneva, 20 November 2009 --

Population ageing is one of the biggest challenges of our century. While working age adults
currently make up the largest share of the population in the UNECE region and percentages
of dependent children and older adults are relatively small, this situation is chanaging
rapidly. In Europe, there are now 4.4 persons of working age per one person 65 or older.
By 2025, there will be 3.1 and by 2050 only 2.1. To help its member States make the
appropriate policy responses, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
is launching a series of Policy Briefs on Ageing. Drawn from the latest insights in research,
the Briefs highlight strategies for policymakers and offer good practice examples for the
variety of policy contexts found in the UNECE region.

The series opens with four Policy Briefs:

Mainstreaming Ageing
Population ageing has far-reaching implications across all spheres of society. Ageing-
related issues therefore need to be integrated into all policy fields to bring societies and
economies in harmony with demoagraphic change. Among the tools and technigues
suggested in this Policy Brief are comprehensive national ageing strategies and action
plans. The French plan "Bien viegillir”, for example, tackles ageing and its consequences
from different angles simultaneously, suggesting strategies in the areas of prevention,
health and living environments of older persons, including infrastructure, technical aids and
urban development. Information exchange between stakeholders is another crucial
ingredient for mainstreaming ageing. The LinkAge programme in the United Kingdom brings
together local authorities with their partners in government, health and the voluntary and
community sectors to jointly develop and test different methods of providing information to
individual older persons and service providers. This approach has led to reduced
duplication, better targeting and increased cost-effectiveness. The Brief also explains the
participatory approach, in which all age groups are egually involved in designing,
implementing and evaluating ageing-related policies and programmes. An example from
Lithuania shows how this worked well in one research project: with the help of a

more informal work. All these factors contribute to their generally lower pension levels. This
Brief suggests measures to account for such differences when drafting pension laws. The
United Kingdom, for example, did a gender impact assessment when introducing new
pension legislation in 2007 and 2008. In Germany, mothers and fathers can have their
child-rearing periods credited towards their pensions. Other measures aim at increasing
women's labour market participation through making it easier to reconcile work and family
life. Measures oroven to be successful include areater flexibilitv of workina hours and a tax svstem that offers incentives to women to earning an income. Access to high-

DT T T [ ntemet
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Second raee ting
Ceneva, Z3—24 Novernber 2009
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DRAFT POLICY BRIEF ON HEALTH PR OMOTION AND PREVENTION OF
DISEASE Sy

ed by the secietariat containg a draft of'a policybrief on lifelong learming,
Noie by the secretariat ty proposed in the draft programme of work (ECESWGL1F200213, paras 4
as fifthissue in the series of yolic ywhriefs that provide guidanee to
zic optiors addressing the corseqences of population ageing . The series
NECE website (wwawunece orgfpawfpolicybriefs k).

Haranan

This docwne rt prepared by the secetariat containeg a draft of'a policy brief on health prormotion
and prevertion of dissase, n line with the actis typroposed i the draft programme of work

Two more Briefs upcoming: lifelong learning and health

promotion and prevention of disease



UNECE

Questions?




@ United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe

U N EC E Mainstreaming Ageing

Commitment 1 of the UNECE Strategy on Ageing: Tn mainstream agemg in all pnlll:s'
fields with the aim of bringi: and intoh with d
change to achieve a society for all ages

Fopulation ageing has important and far-reaching implications across all spheres of society. Ageing-
[datﬂdlssl‘lﬁ ﬂum{nranmdmhemh:gmtad into all palicy fields in order to bring societies and

inh with d hic change. This pelicy brief looks at how Governments can do
this and provides selected It also ‘the ways in which all age groups can be equally
involved in designing, i ing and ing ageing-related policies and programmes.
Gontents

Ghallenging contexi: ayeing

Populations in Europe and North America are ageing,

bntmmhndthmsalvessﬁllmthgstageuﬂhso—ca]led
hic bonus, a situation in which working-age

adults make up the largest share of population while the

Dmngﬁplm: change.....

.2 shmddepmdmm.dlenudnldﬂ'ﬂnllssrm
.2 mall Thi: countries,
- a5 the large are i
-3 age and life is i ing. This

4 in many policy areas.

4 . .

.5 Sugoested sirategy: mainstreaniing

3 ingageing is a policy strategy directad towards
-8 mtegrating ageing izsues into all relevant policy fields
-7 on all levels. While relying on evidence-based policies,
.7 Govern hotld invol target

o gzroups in the policymaking process.

Enpecied resull: inteyration
Mainstreaming helps to ensure better integration of the

i i . Itean
allow older persons to contribute to socisty, communities
and families as much as other age groups do. Ultimately,
this should help to bring economies and societies in
‘harmony with demographic change.

for Earope | Warking Group on Ageing | www.snece-org/pau | ageingiiunceeorg

No. 1: Mainstreaming ageing




Context: Populations in UNECE region are ageing, demographic
bonus coming to an end, large generations are approaching
retirement age

Strategy: Mainstreaming ageing: integrate ageing issues into all
relevant policy fields on all levels

Tools and techniques:

Laws, policies and programmes
Institutional setting

National budget

Data collection
Awareness-raising
Participatory approach

DI N NI NI N

Result: Integrated response: better integration of the needs of all
age groups into the policymaking process

No. 1: Mainstreaming ageing




Integrated policymaking for older persons: the Slovak Social Services Act

The Slovak “Mational Programme for the Protection of the Elderly” (NFFE] provides a comprehensive frameworl:
for pelieymalking related to older persons. Its overall aims are to achieve self-sufficiency, social participation and
integration for older persons and to enable them to fulfil themselves and live in dignity. The NPFE covers a broad
range of areas, including social security, employment and family policy, education, safety, health care, housing,
culture and media, taxes and fees, transport, postal and telecommunication services, legal protection, the economy,
agriculture and the environment.

To address the increasing need for social services specifically, the government of Slovakia has adopted a new Social
Services Act, which entered into force in January 2004, The Act addresses the efficient provision of services to
severely disabled and clder persons, among other target groups. It regulates the competence of government bodies,
introduces a system of community planning provides for the interlinking of social services and health care, including
the financing of social services. It sets out requirements necessary for performing work in the field of social services
and introduces a system of quality control. Service providers now have to register in order to operate. They have
to comply with a clearly defined set of procedural, persennel and operating conditions which are monitored by
independent inspection bodies. The Act offers a comprehensive approach tosocial service provision, as one crucial
component of a wider strategy on ageing and older persons.

Source: Informmation provided by the Slovak Mindstry of Labour, Social Affairs and Famdly, personal commrmndeatinn July zooo.
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Good practice examples: Mainstreaming
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Gender equality, work
and old age

Commitment B of the UNECE strategy on ageing: To mai a gender b in

an ageing society

Mainstreaming 9ender in a9eing societies

Gontents To respond to dsmographic and socistal changss,
arai ing gender in ageing socisties 4 thegﬁmt‘alimpulmﬂgsmmn mﬂwomwmandmall
beteen labodr. is the process of assessing the implications for women
::ml labour-forcs participation and men of any planned action, ﬁwmmlegslaum,
seeriy policies and prior to impl
Gender & allows the development of strategias in which e._mms
to menare
- Gender- ed pension systems 3 ofth 4 : . ~ nd
- Suppert for family members who of pi d

care for older parsons 4 ) i ) 3
o ageing and gender are
- in the labour 5 interlinked. Gender ities in older age Tesult from
gendered during the life

msp_-memdm adopt a lifecourse approach when
dmngmmmmmmmns n(:gemg:nngemiel

 quality of child care arises from the that present
. . . of older people can be understood by references to their
- &emmu‘mmhs:mmumm prior lifecourse. This requires the linking of socio-

- Paternal leave.. ... mmzearherhmyaphmufmmmdmmmmm
countries, gender mainstreaming is an established
Policy implicati 2 concept; others are embarking on national strategies to
st s eradicate gender inequalsty in all Zenerations.
,o s thisbrief follows a mainstreaming (gender and ageing)
:pmach,nmzyoﬁumfumm policymakers who

are responsible for 2 variety of issues, e.g. econcmic and
labour policies, family policies as well as policies for senior
P

UMECE | United Nations Ecanomic Cox
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Context: Ageing has different gender-specific impacts
UNECE As women live longer than men, many become widows and have little income

Strategy: Mainstreaming ageing and mainstreaming gender:

= Enhance equal opportunities throughout the lifecourse
v Assess the implications of legislation, policies and programmes for
women and men of different age groups
v"Increase women'’s labour market participation, by making it easier to
reconcile work and family life
v Access to high-quality child care
v Provide assistance to women caring for older or disabled family
members
v' Tax system that offers incentives to women to earn an income
v" Gender assessed pension systems: credit time-off for care towards
the pension

Result: Enhanced gender equality in in old age and throughout the life-
course to the benefit of all generations

No. 2: Gender equality, work and old age
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Austria: Family Hospice Leave

Family Hospice Leave was introduced in 2002. Persons providing care to dying family members or seriously ill
children may be released from work during a leave up to six months (for seriously ill children up to nine months),
while continuing to be fully covered in terms of labour and social law entitlements (family hospice leave). This
contributes to better reconciliation of work and family life.

To enable low-income families to use this option, the Family Hospice Leave Hardship Compensation Scheme was
introduced. The threshold for eligibility 1s a weighted monthly household income (exclusive of family allowance,
household allowance, long-term care allowance and child care allowance) not exceeding 700 euros.

The maximum monthly allowanee corresponds to the income not earned due to the family hospice leave.

Republik Osterreich; Bundesministerium fiir Arbeit, Soziales und Konsumentensclntz: ARBEITSVERTRAGSRECHTS-ANPASSUNGSGESETE:
Die arbeitsrechtliche Absicherung der Sterbebegleitung, §5 14 a und b. bitp://www.bmask gv.at/cms/site/attachments/5 /2 /7 /CHof51/
CMB123253904 7700/ arbeitsvertragsrechtsanpassungsgesetz. pdf.

Republik Gsterreich; Bundesministerium fiir Wirtschaft, Familie nnd Jugend: Novellierung des Familienlastenansgleichsgesetzes mit 1, 7.
2002 pum Hirteausgleich fiar Familienhospizkarenz. http: / fwww.boowfj.gv.at/BMWA/Schwerpunlkte Familie/ Finanzielle_Unterstuetzungen
default.hitm.
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Good practice example: Gender equality, work and old age
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Consumers

Gonents “Inan ageing society, one aim is to farther enhance the
A social, economic, political and cultural participation

t orumrpersuns LJolﬂerpezsems should therefors

zroup with

Eeonomic well-beig of older persons i speuﬁn:meds,mmrﬁls,md]}m

in the UNECE ragion 2 iders and civil
- ion over the life 2 should take into account the views of older persons on
the design of products and delivery of services.™

Consumer behaviour of
‘older person’s households.
- it 3

- Meeds, interests and preferences wita

The ageing of the popalation affects every aspect of

power. Poli i
o bring to the market mors products for all ages.

T, This policy brief addresses the issuss related to
! clder persens as consumers i the backgromd of
z . tha well-being of older persans in

the IINECE ragion and their special needs, prefarencas
s and interasts regarding consumption

Demoyraphic change Populations in Earope and Morth America are ageing as the large zenerations
born during the baby boom are reaching retirement age and life expectancy is
increasing. Although ageing is a universal procass, the onset and pace of ageing
vmesgmzﬂy even between different pants of UNECE region. Wonetheless,

mmnnbmmmmmﬂommmhmmwmmgen(mupm
is rising. In countries with younger populations, the relative increase in the
number and percentage of older persons is even greater.

No 3: Older persons as consumers




Context: Older persons have significant purchasing power, which is backed
up by the State pensions that all UNECE countries provide

Strategy:

v" Companies develop products and services tailored to the needs of older
persons

v" Products are made accessible and usable regardless of consumers’ age,
individual skills, education or cultural background

v “Design for all ages” is made applicable to public transport, urban
development and housing

v" Representation of older persons in policymaking

Result:

v" Enhanced social, economic, political and cultural participation of older
persons

v New markets developed

v" Recognize older persons as significant consumer group with needs,
Interests, and preferences

v Companies, governments and civil society take into account the views of
older persons in the design of products and the delivery of services

No 3: Older persons as consumers




Romania: Consumer protection in housing policies

The proportion of privately owned houses in Fomania has been inareasing, which has resulted in a reduction of the
stock of social dwellings. The economic transition was accompanied by a spectacular growth in price of property. In
recent years, homelessness has become more visible and debts for the payment of the maintenance costs frequently
result in eviction. Older persons living in rented houses are also at risk of eviction by former cwners who were
expropriated in 1040 and are entitled to receive back their properties.

Gowernment has adopted a set of measures to protect older persons from becoming homeless. They cannot be
evicted from the rented houses for 5 vears and the amount of the rent is established by law. Fecently adopted
legislation obliges local authorities to provide accommeodation for evicted persons. Low-income elderly are entitled
to receive an allowance for heating during wintertime and financial assistance to cover the rent or the maintenance
costs of their houses.

Source: Reporton the Follow-Up to the Regional Implementation Strategw{ RIS ofthe Madrid Infernational Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAL)
in Romania
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Good practice example: Older persons as consumers
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Integration and participation
of older persons in socie

Commitment = of the UNECE strategy on ageing: To ensure full integration and
participation of older persons in society.

Redmngamﬂetyfnra]ligﬁlsthededimdgoalufﬁwenmemsmmmberstabesafﬂml]’m‘hed

Nations Ewnnmmcummmomfml‘.nmpe To this end, ing the i and of
older p society are ! ts, This policy brief outlines the main strategies that may
be idered to increase participation of older persons in political and economic life and to impreve

their acoess to transport, appropriate honsing and enltural activities. It highlights the importance of
baserl on mutual respect, Efforts may be made to reduce
ageism and to desti; ize old age. The ial of vol ing may also be used - both in support of
older generations and by the older generations themselves,

Ghallenging contexi:

People live longer and healthier lives than ever bafore and
‘have also the potential to make important contributions
to socisties at old age. However, older persons are
often vulnerable to exclusion, marginalization and

Gontenis

Suygested siralevies:
Political empowerment of older persons
Promoting labour market participation of older
persons.
Prometing life-long learning and education for
older persons

of older as ETOuUp

with specific needs, interests and prefersnces
Considering needs of clder persons in housing,
pubke transportation and caltural astivities
Tostering intergenerational relations throngh
positive media reporting and public image

campaigns
Destizmatization . Prometing civil engagement of clder persons and
Voluntesr 2nd community wor strengthening the role of volunteering
Enecied resuls:
Better quality of life for older persons

lmusedsulalmhesmnfurswayzslwhule
Achieving a society for all ages

UNBCE United Nations Economsic Commiasion for Earope | Working Group on Agsing | wwow.sneer.org/pam | ageing@unces.org
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Context: People live longer and healthier lives than ever before,
potential to contribute to society, but danger of being excluded

Strategy:

v Political empowerment

v" Labour market participation

v" Promoting life-long learning and education for older persons
v" Recognition of older persons as a consumer group

v" Considering needs of older persons in housing, public

transportation and cultural activities
Fostering intergenerational relations
Strengthening the role of volunteering

AN

Result:

v Better quality of life for older persons
v"Increased social cohesion for society as a whole
v" Achieving a society for all ages

No. 4: Integration & participation of older persons




Promotion of positive attitudes among children in Spain

The Spanish Government has recognized that, apart from homes and families, schools are among the primary
locations where basic values are developed, such as solidarity, respect to others and care about oneself and others.
The goal of the “PROGRESS” project is to enhance positive attitudes among children towards older and disabled
persons to prevent discrimination. Children in infantile or primary education are made aware of issues pertaining to
older persons and persons with disabilities. They are trained to develop e mpathy and the capacity to putthemselves
into the position of older or disabled persons, so as to better understand older persons’ feelings and needs. The
children are then encouraged to communicate aboutand to these groups in a positive way and to help give care and
attention to older persons in their environment

The project, carried out by Spanish IMSERSO (Institute for Older Persons and Social Services) in the framework of
the European Commission Progress Programme, isimplemented in three stages. During the first phase, pedagogical
material is developed for use by teachers. Meetings are held at educational centres to explain the approach. In the
second stage, the project is imple mented at the educational eentres with support of IMSERSO. In the third phase,
the first phases are evaluated, experiences are shared and improvements are introduced.

The project started in November 2007 and the pilot phase should be finished by November 2009. So far, 65
educational centres have been covered, including those in Madrid, Andalucia, Galicia, Castilla y Ledn, Castilla La
Mancha and La Rioja. After evaluation, it is envisaged to roll out the project across the country.

Source: Information provided by IMSERSO; http:/ fwww.seg-social.es/imseerso/ internacional/io_progress.html.
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Others
EU CIS Qe no 1 Total

Internat.
Organizations)

No. 1: Mainstreaming ageing 7 0 0 7
No. 2: Gender Equality, work and old age 7 1 0 8
No. 3: Older Persons as Consumers 5 0 0 5
No. 4: Integration and participation of older 5 0 0 5
persons in society
No. 5: Life-long learning 3 1 3 7
No. 6: Health promotion and prevention of
. . 5 0 3 8
diseases and accidents
Total 40

Good practice examples: Statistics
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Questions for discussion:
v Which topics would be desirable to be covered in 20107

v Which additional good-practice examples do you know of that
could be reflected in them?

v" Are you going to translate and disseminate them in your
country?

v How could future policy briefs be improved?

Thank you!




