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The Population Activities Unit (PAU) of the Economic Commission for Europe 
(ECE) is organizing in collaboration with the Institut Universitaire Kurt Bosch (IKB) 
and the US National Institute on Aging (NIA) a conference on the status of the older 
population in Europe and North America. The venue of the conference will be the 
IKB campus in the Swiss alpine town of Sion. The aims of this conference are three-
fold: (1) to review the conditions of life of older persons in the last decade of this 
century; (2) to highlight findings from an ECE project to collect, disseminate and 
analyze microdata samples from the 1990 round of censuses in Europe and North 
America; (3) to prepare an agenda of needed research in the field of aging for the 21st 
century. The conference will also mark 1999 as the International Year of Older 
Persons. 
 
The conference will be held in the context of the project on "The Status of Older 
Persons in ECE Countries: Economic Conditions, Living Arrangements, and Gender." 
This project was begun in 1992 and one of its main objectives has been the collection 
and dissemination of a set of microdata samples based on the 1990 round of 
population and housing censuses in member states of the ECE. Recognizing that these 
data relate to the beginning of the current decade and that the information collected in 
censuses is limited, the presentations at the conference are also expected to include 
other findings from aging-related research. Special attention will be devoted to cross-
national comparisons; intra-country diversity; and variations by age, gender, and 
socioeconomic groups. 
 
The conference is viewed as an opportunity to stimulate further coordinated research 
and data collection on aging-related topics as we enter the 21st century. For example, 
assembling a set of microdata samples from the year 2000 round of censuses, will 
augment the research potential of PAU's existing census samples collection by 
enabling temporal analyses on important issues related to population aging using two 
data points. Longitudinal studies are of great importance in understanding the age-
related transitions in the health, social and economic conditions and the well-being of 
older persons, and should thus be promoted. Efforts like these gain added benefit 
when they are coordinated in design, data collection, and analysis among regions and 
countries. To accomplish these objectives, the program will include scheduled 
discussions among participants at the close of the first day of the conference, followed 
by informal exchanges on subsequent days, that are expected to lead to a statement of 
desirable future research in the field of aging. 


