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UNECE Water Convention goes global

17 years after its entry into force, the UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of 
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Water Convention) is turning into 
a global convention. Having received the necessary number of ratifications, the 
amendments to the UNECE Water Convention opening it for accession to all United 
Nations Member States enter into force on 6 February 2013. This is a groundbreaking 
development as the Convention was originally negotiated as a regional instrument by 
countries of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. It is also a major 
milestone of the International Year of Water Cooperation celebrated in 2013.

Commenting on the entry into force of the amendments, UNECE Executive Secretary Sven 
Alkalaj said: “Two thirds of the world population could be affected by water stress by 2025. 
What is not often called attention to is that the water crisis is a transboundary water crisis. As 
sixty percent of the world's freshwater are transboundary, water cooperation is critical to avoid 
conflicts and ensure effective and sustainable use of shared resources. This is where the legal 
and intergovernmental platform of the Water Convention as well as the experience 
accumulated under it are vital“.

In his address to the sixth session of the Meeting of the Parties on 28 November 2012, UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon had stated: “Your experience and the lessons you have 
learned will be invaluable. I encourage countries outside the UNECE region to join the 
Convention and contribute to its further development.” 

And this is already happening in many respects, as more than thirty countries from outside the 
UNECE region already actively participate in activities under the Convention. Several countries 
have already indicated their interest in becoming Parties. At the last session of the Meeting of 
the Parties, the Iraqi Minister of Water Resources, His Excellency Muhaned Al-Saidi, declared: 
“Since its launch twenty years ago, this Convention has significantly enhanced the integrated 
norms and standard for cooperation, which makes it a best practice model at the international 
level. The State of Iraq will join the Convention once it is open to non-UNECE countries.” It is 
expected that this will be possible as of the end of 2013.

The Convention's globalization is considered a strategic priority by its current Parties from the 
Pan-European region as it brings many advantages. The entry into force of the amendments 
will create a strong legal base for present and future Parties to the Convention to join their 
forces to protect transboundary waters and the benefits deriving from them. It will also 
broaden the pool of experience available and foster exchange. Moreover it will strengthen 
political support to transboundary water cooperation. 

For further information, please visit .
or contact: . 

http://www.unece.org/env/water/
francesca.bernardini@unece.org

Water

Environment Field mission for the third environmental performance 
review of the Republic of Moldova

Members of the UNECE secretariat and country experts visit the Republic of Moldova this 
week as part of a field mission for the third environmental performance review of that 
country. The team will meet governmental officials, NGOs, business, academia and 
members of the international community living there. 

This third review, the first of that cycle, focuses on the economic instruments promoting 
greener modes of production and consumption, as well as behavioural changes and 
investments in environmental protection and green projects. 

It will assess the country' s performance in generating and sharing accurate time-series 
data and environmental information on how it is sustainably managing its surface and 
ground waters and protecting its water ecosystems. 

It will also assess how the country is performing in reducing, reusing and recycling waste, 

Environment Minister Gheorghe Salaru 
addressing the UNECE review mission.
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Population Consortium Board of the “Generations and Gender 
Programme” discusses blueprint for future development

The Consortium Board of the Generations and Gender Programme (GGP), which 
comprises representatives of leading research institutions in the UNECE region, met in 
Berlin on 4 and 5 February to discuss their blueprint for future development and 
implementation up to 2020.

The Programme is finding itself at a critical turning point. Up to now, a research grant of 2 
thmillion Euros under the European Commission's 7  Framework Programme (FP7) had 

allowed the Programme to establish itself as a research and policy infrastructure.  This 
week's meeting, marking the closure of the FP7, focused on how GGP could become more 
sustainable. 

At the moment, countries participating in the GGP's sample panel survey have to raise 
their own funds. And this can be hard in times of economic crisis. The blueprint points to 
future fundraising strategies, while also suggesting how to bring costs of surveys down, 
for example by using more Internet-based survey methods. 

The blueprint also suggests how the Programme may help tackle some of the most 
pertinent research questions in the area of generations and gender relationships—for 
example, understanding the impact of the economic crisis on critical transitions in the 
lives of young and old Europeans. 

UNECE's Population Unit acts as the Coordination Centre for data collection and as the 
data clearing house in the Generations and Gender Programme. “Wave 1” data are 
currently available from fifteen countries and “wave 2” data from five. Interested 
researchers may use the data free of charge after completing an online application 
procedure on . 

For more information, please contact: 

www.ggp-i.org

viviane.brunne@unece.org. 

How can we produce more food without taking into consideration its impact on water 
resources? Week 4 of the Thematic Consultation on Water for the “World We Want” Post-
2015 Development Agenda focuses on the issues of water and food on the website

. With the world's growing 
population, how are we supposed to feed all these additional mouths and where does 
water fit in this context?  

We would like to hear your opinion and answer your questions!  

.      When water is scarce, how do you prioritize water for growing food versus growing 
       biofuels?
.      What is the most effective way to reduce the amount of water used to produce food?
.      In times of water crisis, would you give water to large commercial farms (market  
       crops and biofuels) or small farmers (crops for subsistence)?

You can find these topics and many more on the Thematic Consultation on Water website.

The Week-4 discussion will also focus on water, sanitation, hygiene and environmental 
sustainability and collecting and treating urban wastewater.

Follow on Twitter (#waterpost2015) or on Facebook (WaterPost2015).  
Join in the discussion!!!  

 
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/water/waterresources

Fourth week of Thematic Consultation on Water discusses 
water and food

Water

and recovering energy. It will examine progress towards greater biodiversity conservation 
and the mainstreaming of biodiversity conservation across economic sectors. 
Finally, it will assess the agriculture sector, focusing on food security, climate change, 
water availability and biodiversity loss.

The review, which will contain draft recommendations to the country, will be discussed by 
the Committee on Environmental Policy at its meeting in Geneva next October, with the 
participation of high-level officials from the Government of the Republic of Moldova.

Fore more information, please visit: . http://www.unece.org/env/epr/welcome.html


