
Subprogramme 1. Environment 

Implementing entity: ECE, Environment Division 
Budget Summary  (thousands of US dollars) 

Relationship to the strategic framework for the period 2014-2015: Programme 17, Subprogramme 1, 
Environment, expected accomplishments (b) and (d)  

 2010-2011 

expenditure 

2012-2013 

appropriation 

2014-2015 

estimate 

Objective: To strengthen the national capacities of countries of the region to accede to and implement the 
ECE Environmental Conventions 

 
 

Other staff costs 500.1 634.3 554.0 

Consultants 17.1 17.9 10.0 

Travel of staff 45.1 53.2 57.9 

Participants in seminars 27.3 17.7 39.6 

Total 589.6 723.1 661.5 

Expected accomplishments Indicators of achievement Activities/outputs/projects
1
 

Improved transboundary environmental management by 

countries of  the Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and 
Central Asia and countries of South-East Europe 

Number of bilateral or multilateral 

agreements/joint bodies/actions negotiated 
to improve transboundary environmental 

and water management 

 
2010-2011: 6 

Estimate 2012-2013: 5 

Target 2014-2015: 6 
 

Transboundary cooperation on the environment and shared natural resources is a major challenge to sustainable 

development in the ECE region. In this regard, the ECE Environmental Conventions provide an important 
framework for development of regional cooperation and addressing interconnected environmental problems.  

 

The UNECE strategy in this area of technical assistance will include advisory missions, organization of 
seminars/workshops and field projects, to be developed in cooperation with member countries and with the 

involvement of convention secretariats. 

 
The following field projects will be developed and implemented in support of the expected accomplishments: 

 

a) Regional dialogue and cooperation on water resources management in Central Asia, phase 2; 
b) Capacity building on dam safety in Central Asia, phase 3; 

c) Water quality in Central Asia; 

d) Broadening the cooperation on the Chu and Talas rivers shared by Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan; 
e) Development of cooperation on hydrology and the environment in the upper AmuDarya river basin between 

Tajikistan and Afghanistan;  

f) Development of transboundary water cooperation in the wider Drin basin. 
 

In addition to RPTC resources, extra-budgetary resources from bilateral and multilateral donors will be mobilized, 

to achieve the objective of the subprogramme. 
 

Project activities will be implemented in close cooperation with relevant national authorities and stakeholders, 

international and regional organizations and institutions. 
 

Output summary (participants) Impact summary 

 2010-2011 

Actual 

2012-2013 

Estimate 

2014-2015 

Estimate 
During the biennium 2010-2011, the following was achieved: (i) an Agreement on the Kura River between Azerbaijan and Georgia was 

negotiated; (ii) a regional cooperation plan for cooperation on water quality in Central Asia was developed; (iii) a Protocol broadening 

the cooperation on the Chu and Talas rivers was signed by Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan; (iv) pilot implementation of the EIA Convention 

in Central Asia; (v) a regional cooperation framework on dam safety developed and a sustained intraregional cooperation established; 

and (vi) a Strategic Shared Vision for the Sustainable Management of the Drin River Basin was signed by all riparians.  

During the biennium 2012-2013, it is expected that: (i) an agreement will be negotiated on cooperation between the Republic of 

Moldova and Ukraine on Sustainable Management of the Dniester River; (ii) an institutional basis for cooperation between the Republic 

of Moldova and Ukraine on Sustainable Management of the Dniester River will be strengthened through the establishment of a joint 

body; (iii) a working group on water quality in Central Asia will be established; (iv) a system for sharing of operational water 

Advisory services 35 20 20 

Seminar/workshops 23 (891) 14 (300) 14 (300) 

Field projects 7 7 6 

Total 64 41 40 

                                                 
1
 Indicative: subject to beneficiary requests 



information between Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan in the Chu and Talas basins will be established; (v) joint expert working groups on 

transboundary water cooperation in the Drin River basin will be established and become operational. 

It is expected that the following will be achieved in 2014-2015: (i) a Working group on cooperation on hydrology and environment 

between Tajikistan and Afghanistan will be established; (ii) expert working groups will be established between Ukraine and Moldova to 

develop cooperation on water management in the Dniester River basin; (iii) a joint database on water quality in Central Asia will be 

established (iv) an expert group on water ecosystems of the Chu and Talas basins will be established by Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan; (v) 

establishment of a shared information system on water management in the Drin River basin (vi) Implementation of short-term measures 

as a follow-up to the Memorandum of Understanding on a Strategic Shared Vision for the Sustainable Management of the Drin River 

Basin.    

 


