
Luxembourg Development Cooperation 
 
Development policies 
The main objective of the development cooperation activities of the Luxembourg 
government is the eradication of poverty, in particular focusing on the least 
developed countries. The development activities are conducted in the spirit of 
socially, economically as well as environmentally sustainable development and are 
aimed at the accomplishment of the Millennium Development Goals.  
Since 2000, Luxembourg is among the top five industrial countries spending more 
than 0.7% of GNI on development cooperation. In 2009 the ODA of Luxembourg 
reached 1.04% of GNI. The funding is allocated to bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation activities and programmes run by development NGOs.  
Bilateral assistance is provided to 10 partner countries. These partner countries are 
selected on the basis of the composite human development index of the UNDP. The 
multilateral organizations supported include, among others, the World Bank Group, 
IMF, European Union, UN institutions and the African Union.  
 
Priority countries 
Luxembourg has chosen to focus its bilateral development assistance on a limited 
number of partner countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Six of the ten partner 
countries are in sub-Saharan Africa.  
In addition to the partner countries the Luxembourg development cooperation 
maintains relations with eight other countries, including the following UNECE 
member States: Albania, Montenegro and Serbia.  Since the year 2000, Luxembourg 
has significantly increased its development assistance to the Balkan region.  
 
Priority areas 
The sectors and policy areas covered within Luxembourg’s development assistance 
are:  

• Health 
• Education 
• Humanitarian aid 
• Agriculture and food security 
• Local development 
• Gender 
• Water and sanitation 
• Environment and climate change 
• Good governance 
• Microfinance 

Luxembourg puts the social domain first in its development policy. Therefore the key 
policy areas are education, health and microfinance to stimulate local development.  
In Montenegro and Serbia, Luxembourg Development Cooperation has been an 
active contributor to projects in the health sector, rural development and vocational 
training. In Albania, its focus was on water and sanitation projects.  



 
Coordination and implementation  
The Development Cooperation Directorate of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is 
responsible for the development assistance programmes of Luxembourg. Lux-
Development is the implementing agency for Luxembourg’s official bilateral 
development policy and collaborates with partners in developing countries. In its 
partner countries, Luxembourg works in close partnership with local public 
authorities and civil society.   
 
For more information, please see http://www.mae.lu/cooperation  (in French)  


