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Development policies 

The Italian Development Cooperation aims to guarantee respect for human dignity and ensure 

the social and economic growth of all peoples. On 29 August, 2014 the new law 125 of 2014 was 

enforced “General Guideline for International Development Cooperation” which defines 

cooperation as “a qualifiable and integral part of foreign policy.” 

 

Priority countries 
Italian Development Cooperation is focused on the following key regions: 

 

 Sub-Saharan Africa 

 Eastern Europe and the Balkans (while the process of disengagement of Italian 

Development Cooperation from the Balkan peninsula is ongoing, Albania continues to be 

a priority country) 

 North Africa and the Middle East 

 Asia and the Pacific 

 Latin America and the Caribbean 

 

Priority areas 

The Directorate General for Development Cooperation (DGCS) works on identifying a limited 

number of sectors of intervention in the priority countries for 3 years period (2014-2016). Italian 

Development Cooperation focuses on a maximum of three areas for each priority country in the 

period 2014-2016. The choice for each country is based on the importance of its role in 

development policies, the comparative advantage that Italy may have in the area concerned, the 

possibility of reaching a critical mass of resources in the specific areas by integrating the 

resources used by other Italian entities, the work-sharing arrangements agreed with other 

cooperation and development actors, with particular reference to the European Commission and 

the EU Member States, and the commitments made by Italy within the framework of 

international bodies, such as the G8 and G20. Overall, the priority sectors of Italian development 

cooperation are as follows:  

 

 Agriculture, food security and access to water 

 Environment and cultural heritage 

 Human development, health and education 

 Promotion of human rights, gender equality, democratic participation, improvement of 

governance and support for civil society 

 Endogenous, inclusive and sustainable economic development of the private sector, 

including through support for the financial system 

 

Coordination and implementation 

The Directorate General for Development Cooperation (DGCS) within the Italian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs is responsible for coordination and implementation of development cooperation 

activities. 

 

For more information please visit: http://www.cooperazioneallosviluppo.esteri.it 
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