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Development policies 

“One World, One Future is the Ireland’s Policy for International Development”. Ireland priorities 

focused on reducing hunger and vulnerability, building people’s resilience to natural and other 

disasters, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, better governance, human rights and 

accountability. The White Paper on Irish Aid will be reviewed to  

progress made in 2016.  

 

Priority countries 

While supporting a large number of countries throughout the developing world and in a small 

number of other countries affected by conflicts, the Irish development aid is mainly focused on 

Sub-Saharan Africa. There are nine partner countries: Ethiopia, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, 

Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Uganda, Vietnam, Zambia and a small number of other countries 

affected by conflict as Liberia, Palestine, South Africa, Timor Leste and Zimbabwe. 

 

Priority areas 
Ireland’s development cooperation policy has identified six priority areas for action: 

1. Global Hunger 

2. Countries that are fragile 

3. Climate Change and Development 

4. Essential Services including Education, HIV and Aids, Health and Social Protection 

5. Trade and Economic growth 

6. Human rights and Accountability 

 

Coordination and implementation 
Irish Aid the Government’s official aid programme administered by the Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade. The Irish development cooperation policy is an integral part of Ireland’s 

wider foreign policy. Ireland works in close partnership with recipient countries, other donors, 

multilateral organisations and non-governmental organisations and missionaries. The partnership 

with beneficiary countries is built on a structured framework for cooperation which identifies the 

responsibilities of both sides and facilitates regular, open dialogue. It allows the recipient country 

to lead in the formulation of development strategies, to promote local ownership and capacity 

building. To enhance the effectiveness of development policies, Ireland carefully coordinates its 

activities with the donor community and international organisations such as the World Bank, 

IMF and the UN Funds and Programmes. The EU is furthermore a critical partner in maximising 

the effectiveness of its development assistance. 

 

For more information please visit: https://www.irishaid.ie/ 
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