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The Workshop promoted the European Guidelines on Seasonal Adjustment (SA) that are 
used in the production of short term economic statistics. A new software tool for seasonal 
adjustment, Demetra+, was introduced. Application of seasonal adjustment during 
economic crisis was discussed in depth. Around 80 people from National Statistical 
Offices (NSOs), Central Banks (CBs), ECB, Eurostat and the UNECE participated. In 
addition to the workshop, a steering group meeting was held.  
 
Advice was provided to the countries on the methods of producing short term statistics, 
and on the new software tool Demetra+. Countries’ experience in testing the software 
was discussed. The Regional Advisor raised some concerns specific to the Central Asian 
and Eastern European countries. These countries often have very volatile time series, and 
many moving holidays, which should be taken into account in the software design. The 
new software will be published within a few months, and will provide a flexible and fast 
solution for SA with easy archiving and automatic documentation.  
 
As a conclusion of the workshop, more proactive action and easier guidelines for 
seasonal adjustment during large economic changes were demanded. The countries have 
applied different solutions during the economic slowdown. Due to the divergences, 
calculation of European level aggregates and comparison of countries has become very 
difficult.  
 
During the workshop, Eurostat informed that a handbook on seasonal adjustment is being 
prepared. It will tackle a wide range of seasonal adjustment issues, from its motivation to 
difficult case studies. The UNECE has also prepared guidance for the East European, 
Caucasus and Central Asian countries to start with seasonal adjustment. The draft 
Eurostat handbook will be distributed to the steering group for comments, and will be 
published in 2011. The contents and tools for capacity building activities were discussed, 
and an e-learning course was proposed.  
 
The UNECE has been preparing a capacity building workshop to take place in 2011 in 
Astana. It aims to improve the capacity of East European, Caucasus and Central Asian 
countries to apply latest methods and seasonal adjustment to their economic statistics. 
The UNECE will provide further comments for improving Demetra+, in order to take 
into account the specific needs of the UNECE countries. This tool will be used in the 
forthcoming capacity building activities of the UNECE. 
 
 
Thematic focus Venue Date Total participants 
Statistics Frankfurt 6-7 July 2010 80 
 


