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The United Nations European Economic Commission (UNECE) encourages economic 

cooperation between member states in Europe and Central Asia.  Land administration and 

planning systems in these countries have always varied considerably in terms of scope, 

maturity and completeness and in expressed objectives and outcomes. The degree of power 

centralization and the roles of the public and private sector also vary between countries. 

Different countries apply different policies and strategies to issues of housing, planning, 

taxation, and sustainable economic growth. 

 

In recent decades countries in the UNECE region have regulated land-related activities 

including property rights to land and natural resources. According to recent information 

published by the World Bank, there have been 39 World Bank funded land administration 

and management (LAM) projects in Europe and Central Asia, involving US$1.1 billion in 

loans and grants. These reforms affected about 300 million properties and the lives of about 

900 million people in 30 countries spanning a total land area of 27,381,300 square 

kilometres.  

 

In many countries, however, there has been a tendency to develop tools for securing land 

tenure without coordinating with relevant policy makers, proper planning and securing of 

property markets, or accounting for financial and institutional needs. There is still no 

effective institutional mechanism for linking planning and land use restrictions with 

ownership rights, land values and the operation of land markets and economic development. 

As Peruvian economist Hernando de Soto points out, the current priority should be linking 

the recorded information: ‘‘…bad titling still exists in the two thirds of the world. Bad titling 
means that the title is neither related to maps or registries, nor is it linked to financial 
institutions or backed by law. This standalone titling is not sustainable over time. Recording 
isn’t just about registering but about linkinglinkinglinkinglinking information…’’  

 

Unfortunately, in many countries, the progress of land reform has been seriously affected by 

rapid urbanization, migration, poverty, and a lack of affordable housing. These are some of 

causes of a huge informal development sector which totally ignores existing property rights 

and/or planning regulations, pushing a great number of people, properties, and businesses 

into the extra-legal sector.  

 

Many existing planning tools, especially those centrally driven, have proven to be inefficient, 

bureaucratic, time-consuming, and costly. They often do not take into account the current 

need for the broad participation of all market players, including the private sector. Rapid 

political, economic and social changes require more efficient and flexible tools.  

 



Legalization of informal development projects have been initiated in many countries in the 

last five years. During those years UNECE, the International Federation of Surveyors (FIG), 

and other agencies have cooperated to support legalization efforts by promoting cooperation 

and knowledge sharing in order to identify and define the most appropriate tools and 

policies. 

 

Many countries of the world are changing their planning tools and building codes. Modern 

planning is moving away from ‘‘controlling development’’ and ‘‘environmental and cultural 

protection’’ towards ‘‘facilitation of economic growth’’ and ‘‘facing climate change’’. The use 

of new approaches and tools can create confusion and conflicting policies are still enforced 

due to the lack of awareness and understanding of politicians, citizen, and experts.  

 

FIG and the UNECE WPLA (Working Party on Land Administration), recognizing the 

need to 

• monitor progress and changes in laws, policies, and planning tools, 

• evaluate building codes and building codes reform, 

• raise awareness and provide a forum for experience and knowledge sharing, and 

• identify new and compatible tools to promote economic growth, address social 

needs  and preserve the environment, 

have agreed to organize a joint FIG/UNECE WPLA Conference in December 2012, as a 

follow-up of the 2007 joint FIG/UN Conference on a similar topic. 

 

Organization of the ConferenceOrganization of the ConferenceOrganization of the ConferenceOrganization of the Conference    

 

The conference will be held in Athens, 10-14 December 2012, on the topic: ‘‘Informal 

Development, Property, and Housing: Legalization and Progress’’.  

 

It will be co-organised by 

• FIG Task Force on Property and Housing,  

• UNECE WPLA, 

• FIG Commission 3 (FIG Com3), 

• UNECE Committee on Housing and Land Management (CHLM), and 

• Real Estate Advisory Group (REAG) 

in cooperation with local partners 

• Technical Chamber of Greece,  

• Hellenic Association of the Rural and Surveying Engineers, and  

• National Technical University of Athens. 

 

The first two days of the conference will be the FIG Task Force on Property and Housing 

and FIG Commission 3 2012 annual workshops.  FIG Task Force and FIG Com3 members 

will contribute to the conference. Days three and four of the conference will be hosted by the 



UNECE WPLA, who will activate experts and land administration agencies to participate 

and present the progress of the legalization projects.  The joint workshop aims to identify 

new tools to address the complex challenges related to the phenomena of informal 

settlements. A joint FIG/UNECE WPLA publication will follow. The purpose of this 

publication will be a follow-up to the UNECE publication ‘‘Self-Made Cities’’, ISBN 978-

92-1-117005-4. 

 

The venue will be the office of the Technical Chamber of Greece, at Syntagma Square in the 

centre of Athens (close to the Parliament). The venue is close to a metro station and there are 

several hotels in the area. Several hotels will soon be proposed for the participants. Coffee 

breaks will be provided at the venue. Lunches will be provided in nearby restaurants. One 

amphitheatre is available for the sessions.  

 

Registration fees: Fees for the portion of the conference hosted by FIG (days one and two) 

are 250 Euros for registration by 2 November 2012, and 300 Euros for late registration.  The 

fee for student registration is 150 Euros.  These fees include coffee breaks and lunches. There 

is no fee to attend the portion hosted by UNECE (days three and four). 

 

This event will be in English. No translation will be provided. 

 


