
Madame Chair 

On behalf of my country I would like to thank you for giving me this 

opportunity to outline Malta’s approach to implementing its Strategy 

on Housing and Land Management. As Parliamentary Secretary 

responsible for Planning, one of my key aims is to improve the quality 

of life, be it social, economic and environmental, of the people living 

in Malta. 

It has long been recognised that concerted action is indeed needed to 

improve housing and living conditions in our region. If one had to ask 

what is the raison d’etre of the Strategy on Sustainable Housing and 

Land Management? ...  this would be, that it aims to promote green 

and socially inclusive human settlements and the long-term 

sustainability of the housing and land management sectors.  

Certainly easier said than done, but let me outline what my 

Government is doing to address this vision.  

In an era of international economic recovery, Malta has taken stock of 

its needs and challenges in this sector and has identified actions which 

will contribute to securing economic stability and sustainable 

development. Government’s mission is to move towards a 

knowledge-based and innovative economy, a greener and more 

resource efficient environment, as well as a more inclusive society 

which is more services oriented. Through investments in these 

overarching sectors, Government will aim to address Malta’s current 

development needs and will thus pave the way for economic 



prosperity, environmental sustainability and social development; 

which will in turn enable Malta to address future challenges. 

Being a small Island State, with particular geographical features, 

limited natural resources and a small economy, Malta’s economic 

growth and development depends on its ability to turn its natural, 

demographic and geographical weaknesses, into strengths. This 

process is however dependent on Malta’s strategic approach towards 

addressing its main challenges with regard to energy generation and 

consumption, transport sustainability, and the challenges within the 

water and waste sectors; whilst at the same time ensuring 

environmental preservation and sustainable development. 

Addressing the myriad of challenges within the social, health and 

educational sectors, requires in its own right a multifaceted approach. 

These challenges include social and health inequalities; poverty; low 

educational attainment; improving the sustainability of the health 

system and developing education and social infrastructure and 

services, amongst others.  Statistics also show, that the lower the 

educational attainment of youths and adults, the higher the likelihood 

of falling into poverty, social exclusion, or unemployment. Studies 

reveal that the main target groups which raise particular concerns 

when it comes to poverty and social exclusion, include children, 

youths, the elderly, women, persons with disability, the working poor 

and the unemployed, amongst others. The high rate of unemployed 

youths remains a common challenge which in turn necessitates 



concrete action in order to ensure that we move towards an inclusive 

society, where every citizen is being given the opportunity to strive 

for prosperity.  

On being elected, my Government immediately set out to overhaul the 

planning system by firstly setting out the foundations for a “Strategic 

Plan for Environment and Development” (SPED). This Plan is spatial 

in nature and aims to regulate the sustainable use and management of 

land and sea resources, in an integrated manner. The SPED sets out 

proposals for the future distribution of development and the protection 

of the environment on land and sea space. It is consistent with 

national policies, integrates Government’s social, economic and 

environmental objectives, and guides the spatial aspect of 

Government sectoral policies, plans and programmes.  The SPED is 

also in itself an enabling plan aimed at securing a more integrated 

approach to the management of development and environment 

protection at a national level. Ultimately, this Plan will also serve to 

increase the competitiveness of the Maltese Islands, in a manner 

where socio-economic development assists the achievement of 

national environmental objectives. The implementation of this Plan 

has also been intrinsically linked to the Operational Programme as 

part of the 2014-2020 European Union Structural and Cohesion Funds 

programming. 

 



The development of the urban fabric in Malta is, in its own turn, 

meant to provide a safer living environment, supported by the 

provision of adequate social and community facilities, complimented 

with a thriving business community. The liveability and sustainability 

of urban areas is dependent on how these factors are comprehensively 

organised and managed. Within this context and in line with the 

guiding principle of the “Strategic Plan for Environment and 

Development”, my Government is committed to developing an 

integrated approach towards the continuing enhancement of urban 

areas and this with a focused view to improving the quality of life and 

sustainable living standards of all and sundry, but particularly of 

identified low socio-economic deprived communities.  

 

My Government clearly recognises, that a multi-faceted approach is 

necessary in order to holistically address the needs of urban 

communities. The revitalisation of cities and the regeneration of 

communities are not solely limited to the upgrading of the urban 

environment, but need to be further complemented with interventions 

aimed at boosting economic activity. Cities are not solely made up of 

the infrastructure within the area but also from the persons who work 

and reside within them. Within this context, there is also a real need to 

invest in the social aspect of the community, by addressing the social 

and educational needs.  

 

 



Statistics unfortunately show that albeit its small size, a strong North-

South divide is still evident in Malta, with the Northern part 

experiencing less inequalities and including better housing conditions, 

than Southern localities. Within this context, Government has 

identified the Harbour area as a priority area to address the specific 

challenges and needs of the communities living in this area. The 

Harbour area is the most densely populated with the highest rate of 

persons at risk of poverty.  

 

Another characteristic of the Harbour area is the high number of old 

properties. Over 2% of occupied dwellings are in a state of 

dilapidation, or need serious repairs; whilst 5% of the occupied 

dwellings need moderate repairs. Accessibility and the lack of basic 

facilities, particularly in housing blocks, is also a pressing challenge 

which in turn necessitates targeted action towards ameliorating the 

urban environment and the quality of life, of people living in the area. 

 

On the other hand, the Harbour area is adorned with a high 

concentration of historical and cultural buildings, which if properly 

cared for can have a direct effect on the economic and tourism 

activity in the area. Notwithstanding the investment carried out, a 

number of cultural and historical sites still need attention and thus 

their potential remains not yet fully untapped. To address these 

inequalities and socio-economic challenges, Government will adopt 

an integrated approach towards sustainable urban development, with a  
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clear view to spur economic activity in the area and create an 

environment which is conducive to economic development, whilst at 

the same time sustaining improved urban environment which is safe, 

liveable and environmental friendly.  To this end, improved housing 

and social infrastructure complimented with the provision of social 

and educational services for stronger sustainable neighbourhoods, are 

being given priority. 

 

Integrated urban development actions are in themselves also vital 

mechanisms to boost commercial activity and industries, in targeted 

areas within the Harbour Area. Government here intends to embark 

on projects aimed to develop the Harbour region as a successful 

socio-economic hub and foster an environment which is attractive and 

conducive to economic activity, whilst at the same time maximising 

the characteristics of the area. This will be achieved through 

investment aimed at improving the design of the urban areas, reduce 

its impact on the environment through enhanced energy efficiency 

and renewable energy measures, create high quality public spaces, 

and enhance accessibility to and within the regions. Interventions to 

ensure the upgrading of social housing conditions, whilst ensuring 

safe and secure accessable social housing estates that provide the 

basic amenities, will be undertaken. Physical upgrading alone  

.../7 



however is not enough. In this regard, Government intends to adopt a 

holistic approach in eprived areas, through soft measures specifically 

aimed at regenerating communities within this area, ensuring 

enhanced public participation of all sectors of the society. These 

include the creation of community centres and educational facilities 

and other measures targeting the social and educational needs of the 

residents. Social inclusion is one of the initial steps of achieving 

social mobility and all persons need to feel part of the community. In 

this regard I must mention specifically measures to ensure social 

inclusion for high risk groups which include persons with a disability.   

 

The approach I have just outlined is also in line with the thrust of the 

Habitat Agenda, since the aim is to create an enabling environment 

that allows the involvement of all actors in order to achieve targets.   

 

The Maltese Government clearly and strongly remains committed to 

attaining its social objectives for a better quality of life and an 

inclusive and caring society. 
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