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1. The aim of the Charter on Sustainable Housing for the ECE region is to support 

member States as they seek to ensure: 

 Access to decent, adequate, affordable and healthy housing for all, as reflected 

in Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights1 

 That due attention is given to reducing the impact of the housing sector on the 

environment. 

2. The Charter has the following scope: to improve the sustainability of housing in the 

UNECE region through effective policies and actions at all levels in order to contribute 

to sustainable development in the region and supported by international cooperation. 

 

Member States note that: 

3. National governments are responsible for the development and implementation of their 

national housing policies. 

4. Instruments of state support for affordable housing promote social cohesion and 

contribute to meeting the housing needs of various social groups.  

5. A healthy construction sector is important for sustainable economic development, 

taking into account climate and energy related challenges.   

6. The provision of high quality and safe social housing is an important tool to meet 

housing needs and to promote social protection. 

7. Transparent, efficient and effective mortgage rules are necessary to ensure appropriate 

mortgage availability, protect consumers, enhance housing security, enlarge housing 

choices and reduce the risks of homelessness. 

8. Cadastral and land registration information and services develop an environment 

conclusive to investment in housing and promote secure land and housing tenure. 

9. Supporting investments in housing renovation and retrofitting of the existing housing 

stock are crucial to enhance energy efficiency, achieve targets for energy savings, 

combat energy poverty, improve the economy, contribute to climate change mitigation 

and support environmental sustainability. 

10. Informal settlements need to be regulated, their infrastructure upgraded, and the 

population fully integrated into the economy and society.  

  
1 Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Article 11 of the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights provide for the right to an adequate standard of living and adequate 

housing for all. The latter states that adequate housing as being more than a mere commodity and builds on 

the right to adequate housing, and on the progressive implementation of its various elements, including: legal 

security of tenure;  affordability;  habitability; availability of services, materials, facilities and infrastructure; 

accessibility; location; and cultural adequacy. 
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11. Dwellers of informal construction should be encouraged to regularize and upgrade 

their constructions provided that the geographic location and other factors allow 

minimum safety requirements to be met.  

12. Improving the environmental and energy performance of dwellings contributes to 

combating energy poverty, improving residents’ quality of life and reducing health 

problems. 

13. National policies are needed to minimize damage from natural disasters and emergency 

situations and, to the extent possible, populations affected by these disasters should be 

provided with adequate temporary housing solutions.  

 

Member States support
2
: 

1. Enhancing the energy efficiency of the housing sector and limiting its impact on the 

environment by taking measures to: 

1.1. Reduce energy use in the housing sector. 

1.2. Improve norms and standards for energy efficiency and environmental safety of new 

and existing residential buildings. 

1.3. Reduce the carbon footprint of the housing sector throughout the life cycle of 

buildings, which includes housing design, material supply and manufacturing, 

construction processes, maintenance and refurbishment. 

1.4. Increase the proportion of energy-efficient low-energy housing units. 

1.5. Increase the use of low carbon and renewable energy technologies in housing. 

1.6. Retrofit existing housing stock in an environmentally friendly and energy-efficient 

way, making use of local solutions and knowledge when possible. 

1.7. Ensure that energy-efficient renovations are affordable and cost efficient. 

1.8. Put in place strategies to ensure that the design and construction of dwellings apply 

principles of environmental sustainability, with special regard to climate change 

mitigation and adaptation. 

1.9. Adopt green housing policies and integrate them into sustainable urban and territorial 

development policies. 

1.10. Make waste and water management an integral part of sustainable housing strategies 

and policies. 

1.11. Ensure that the disposal, recycling and reuse of housing, construction and 

demolition waste is done in a sustainable and environmentally friendly way. 

1.12. Encourage construction of multifamily housing, promote public transportation and 

facilitate bicycling in growing cities in order to counteract urban sprawl and save 

energy. 

 

2. Promoting sustainable economic development through support to the housing sector by 

taking measures to: 

  
2 These proposed objectives are based on Summary of discussions related to the development of a 

possible framework convention on sustainable housing in the UNECE region (ECE/HBP/2012/2) available at 

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/documents/2012/ece_hbp_2012/ECE_HBP_2012_2_E.pdf 
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2.1. Increase the availability of housing options, particularly affordable [social] housing 

and promote tenure neutrality in order to encourage the development of adequate 

supplies of affordable housing. 

2.2. Develop mechanisms for affordable housing refurbishment and encourage effective 

management of the housing stock. 

2.3. Promote transparent and fair rental markets with a balance of interests between 

landlords and tenants to facilitate residential and labour mobility. 

2.4. Contribute to well-functioning, efficient, equitable and transparent housing, housing 

finance and land markets, which respond to different types of housing demand. 

2.5. Develop and review policies and procedures for building maintenance, including 

utility systems and encourage green investments in the sector. 

2.6. Promote investment in sustainable housing through public-private partnerships, 

increased private and public investments and other means of financing.  

2.7. Generate additional employment in the housing construction sector by promoting 

housing construction and more active use of local building materials.   

2.8. Encourage the use of efficient local solutions for the design, construction, 

refurbishment and maintenance of sustainable housing while respecting the cultural 

and geographic particularities of member States. 

2.9. Establish effective, clear and transparent procedures, as well as appropriate 

institutions for issuing building permits that help to ensure fairness and non-

discrimination and that fight monopolies, land speculation and corruption in the 

housing market. 

 

3. Promoting healthy, barrier free and safe housing by taking measures to: 

3.1. Improve access for all to decent, affordable, good quality and healthy housing, reduce 

homelessness and improve access to barrier-free housing. 

3.2. Promote investments in social and affordable housing. 

3.3. Develop programmes to assist those who are in danger of housing-loan default 

because of social or economic shocks and are threatened with homelessness. 

3.4. Develop housing in a way that avoids gentrification and includes incentives to develop 

mixed housing, in order to avoid social segregation. 

3.5. Encourage healthy living through housing design, maintenance and retrofitting. 

3.6. Improve the resilience of buildings to natural and human-generated hazards through 

safe planning, design and construction. 

3.7. Apply, when possible, design principles that facilitate usability for all potential 

inhabitants. 

3.8. Improve access to water and basic sanitation through sustainable housing 

programmes. 

3.9.  Develop sustainable housing strategies that improve access to basic utilities and 

services and contribute to better living conditions. 

3.10. Help to ensure that housing policy and legislation, and their implementation, are 

non-discriminatory. 
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4. Promoting the continued application of sustainable housing principles by taking 

measures to: 

4.1. Gather data on housing needs, including on homelessness, and report them in national 

statistics in order to support policy making in the sector. 

4.2. Encourage investment in innovation and research in all aspects of sustainable housing. 

4.3. Support good governance, cooperation between relevant government agencies, 

effective public participation and the rule of law regarding housing  

4.4. Intensify the regional and international exchange of experience and cooperation 

regarding housing, urban planning and land management. 


