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Social Housing in the UNECE region: Trends and Challenges

The Study commissioned in response to concerns among the UNECE 

countries about the lack of housing affordability post GFC. 



 Governments 
 National Housing Federations
 Social Housing Providers
 National and International Banks
 Private Investors
 NGOs 



UNECE region is a region of homeowners.



Housing tenure trends prior to the GFC

Home ownership Private Rent Social Housing 



100 million 
People in the global north are housing cost overburdened. 



40%
They spend over 40% of family earnings on housing.



Credit:rhodesjCC-BY 2.0

rent/mortgage

energy/utility costs



UNECE

Homelessness has increased markedly.  

Observed waiting lists for social housing are 

breaking historical records.

Examples of national social housing waiting lists: 

England 1.800.000 

France 1.700.000 

United States of America 5.300.000  

Russian Federation waiting period 20 years

Ukraine waiting period 90 years



There is a sizable shortfall in net new housing output (all tenures)
because of GFC and longer term lack of supply response in UNECE.



http://affordablehousinginstitute.org/blogs/us
/2009/03/managing-the-lifeboats.html

http://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/
2014/jan/21/record-numbers-young-adults-
living-with-parents

http://ronepraiseindy.files.wordpress.com/201
1/08/new-orleans-public-housing-
demolition.jpg
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At the time when social housing construction 

– even without the newcomers –

is at a dismally inadequate level almost everywhere. 

The refugees’ integration into the housing market will be 

one of the most crucial challenges of coming years.



Over 1 million asylum-seekers and 

migrants reached the European Union



http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/06
21/world/map-flow-desperate-migration-

refugee-crisis.html

85 percent of 

world’s refugees are 

situated in this area. 

Total number of 

world’s refugees 60 

million. 



At least 35 out of 56 UNECE member states are either passage 

corridor or final destination of refugees in the current crisis. 



A general view of a shelter for migrants 

inside a hangar of the former Tempelhof

airport in Berlin, Dec. 9, 2015.PHOTO: 

REUTERS/FABRIZIO BENSCH





The proposed study 

will focus on the topic of addressing the current migration 

crisis in terms of the provision of affordable housing. 



Aims and Objectives 

To examine current challenges in 

housing migrants in the UNECE region

To identify innovative practices 

To explore links between 

social/affordable housing and 

integration policies 

To draw lessons and counsel for the 

future  



Activities 

Gather innovative practices in the 

UNECE region – Workshop 

Interviews with the key stakeholders 

Survey

Literature review and analysis of the 

housing and integration policies in the 

UNECE region 

Aims and Objectives 

To examine current challenges in 

housing migrants in the UNECE region

To identify innovative practices 

To explore links between 

social/affordable housing and 

integration policies 

To draw lessons and counsel for the 

future  



Outputs 

Study with policy counsel to national 

and local authorities 

A compendium of practices and 

solutions 

A network of experts and policy makers 

working on the issue of housing migrants 

in the UNECE region 

Increased capacity of the decision 

makers in the region 



Thank you.

Dr. Orna Rosenfeld :: orna.Rosenfeld@gmail.com 


