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H o m e l e s s n e s s  i s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  a  p e r m a n e n t  d w e l l i n g  a s  t h e y  a r e

u n a b l e  t o  a c q u i r e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  r e g u l a r ,  s a f e ,  s e c u r e  a n d  a d e q u a t e  h o u s i n g .  T h e r e  i s

n o  u n i v e r s a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  h o m e l e s s n e s s .  H e n c e ,  t h e  t e r m  m a y  i n c l u d e  p e o p l e  w h o s e

p r i m a r y  n i g h t - t i m e  r e s i d e n c e  i s  i n  a  h o m e l e s s  s h e l t e r ,  a  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  s h e l t e r ,

l o n g - t e r m  r e s i d e n c e  i n  a  m o t e l ,  a  v e h i c l e ,  s q u a t t i n g ,  c a r d b o a r d  b o x e s ,  a  t e n t  c i t y ,

t a r p a u l i n s ,  s h a c k / s t r u c t u r e s  m a d e  o f  d i s c a r d e d  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  o r  o t h e r  a d  h o c

h o u s i n g  s i t u a t i o n s .  

H o m e l e s s n e s s  i s  a n  e p i d e m i c  t h a t  a f f e c t s  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  s t a t e s .  T h e  l a s t

g l o b a l  s u r v e y  o n  h o m e l e s s n e s s  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  i n  2 0 0 5  i n  w h i c h

o v e r  1 0 0  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  w e r e  s a i d  t o  b e  h o m e l e s s .  H o m e l e s s n e s s  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y

a f f e c t s  v u l n e r a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n .      

WHAT IS HOMELESSNESS?

Approximately 2 % of the
global population is

homeless  

I n  2 0 1 7 ,  t h e  i s s u e  o f  h o m e l e s s n e s s  r e a c h e d  a  c r i s i s  p o i n t  i n  a l l  E U  c o u n t r i e s  ( e x c e p t

F i n l a n d ) .  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  h o m e l e s s  p e o p l e  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  f o r  t h e

f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  2 0 1 0  –  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 5 4 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  a r e  h o m e l e s s .  A t  l e a s t  2 3 5 ,  0 0 0

C a n a d i a n s  e x p e r i e n c e  h o m e l e s s n e s s  e v e r y  y e a r .  T h e  l e v e l  o f  h o m e l e s s n e s s  i n  R u s s i a

a n d  s e v e r a l  C I S  c o u n t r i e s  r e m a i n s  u n c e r t a i n .  i t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  i n  M o s c o w  a l o n e

t h e r e  a r e  8 0 0 0 - 1 5 , 0 0 0  h o m e l e s s .  

   

Over 100 million people
around the globe may be

homeless* 
 

1.6B i.e. 20% of the
world's population lack

adequate housing 



UNECE'S ROLE

T h e  U N E C E  C o m m i t t e e  o n  H o u s i n g  a n d  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  e n s u r i n g  t h a t

d e c e n t ,  a d e q u a t e ,  a f f o r d a b l e  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  h o u s i n g  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l .    

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  s u p p o r t s  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  N e w  U r b a n  A g e n d a ,  t h e  G e n e v a  U N

C h a r t e r  o n  S u s t a i n a b l e  H o u s i n g ,  t h e  S t r a t e g y  f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e  h o u s i n g  a n d  u r b a n

d e v e l o p m e n t  2 0 1 4 - 2 0 2 0 ,  a n d  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  D e c l a r a t i o n  o n  S u s t a i n a b l e  H o u s i n g  a n d  U r b a n

D e v e l o p m e n t .   

T h e  G e n e v a  U N  C h a r t e r  o n  S u s t a i n a b l e  H o u s i n g  s u p p o r t s  m e m b e r  S t a t e s  a s  t h e y  w o r k  t o

e n s u r e  t h e  a c c e s s  t o  d e c e n t ,  a f f o r d a b l e  a n d  h e a l t h y  h o u s i n g  i n  t h e  E C E  r e g i o n .  T h e  C h a r t e r

s p e c i f i c a l l y  m e n t i o n s  t h e  n e e d  t o  r e d u c e  h o m e l e s s n e s s  b y  i m p r o v i n g  a c c e s s  t o  g o o d  q u a l i t y ,

h e a l t h y  a n d  b a r r i e r - f r e e  h o u s i n g  f o r  a l l .  T h e  C h a r t e r  a l s o  p l a c e s  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  g a t h e r  d a t a

o n  h o m e l e s s n e s s  u s i n g  c o m m o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  t o  e n s u r e  d a t a  c o m p a r a b i l i t y

b e t w e e n  m e m b e r  S t a t e s ;  m a k e  t h e s e  d a t a  a n d  n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  p u b l i c l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  o r d e r

t o  s u p p o r t  p o l i c y -m a k i n g ,  r e s e a r c h  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  a n d  m a k e  u s e  o f  g l o b a l  a n d

r e g i o n a l  d a t a  r e p o s i t o r i e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p o l i c y -m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .      

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  2 0 3 0  A g e n d a  f o r  S u s t a i n a b l e

D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h e  h o u s i n g ,  u r b a n  a n d  l a n d - r e l a t e d  S u s t a i n a b l e

D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  G o a l  1 1 :  "M a k e  c i t i e s  a n d  h u m a n  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n c l u s i v e ,  s a f e ,

r e s i l i e n t  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e . "  

D u e  t o  t h e  c r o s s - c u t t i n g  n a t u r e  o f  h o u s i n g ,  l a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d

u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s  3 ,  5 ,

7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  1 2 ,  1 3  a n d  1 5 .  U n d e r  G o a l  1 ,  "E n d  p o v e r t y  i n  a l l  i t s  f o r m s  e v e r y w h e r e " ,  t h e

C o m m i t t e e  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  s o c i a l  d i m e n s i o n  o f  s u s t a i n a b l e  h o u s i n g  a n d  s u p p o r t s

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p o l i c i e s  o n  h o u s i n g  a f f o r d a b i l i t y ,  e n e r g y  p o v e r t y ,  s o c i a l  h o u s i n g  a n d  l o w

c o s t  h o u s i n g .  T h r o u g h  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  W o r k i n g  p a r t y  o n  L a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e

C o m m i t t e e  p r o m o t e s  a c c e s s  t o  o w n e r s h i p  a n d  c o n t r o l  o v e r  l a n d  a n d  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f

p r o p e r t y ,  f i n a n c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  i n h e r i t a n c e  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  n a t i o n a l

l a w s .    

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/charter/Language_versions/ENG_Geneva_UN_Charter.pdf


WORLD HABITAT DAY

Background: 

The United Nations has designated the first Monday of every October  as World Habitat Day.  It  was

established in 1985 by the United Nations General Assembly through Resolution 40/202, and was first

celebrated in 1986. Each year, World Habitat Day aims to promote sustainable development policies that

ensure adequate shelter for all. This World Habitat Day will focus on alleviating homelessness, especially

for the vulnerable populations through the implementation of the Geneva UN Charter on Sustainable

Housing, New Urban Agenda and 2030 Agenda, including the Sustainable Development Goals to provide

adequate, affordable, decent and sustainable housing to all.  

World Habitat Day 2018 is the occasion to raise awareness on the importance of ensuring that vulnerable

populations, especially the homeless, are adequately housed. World Habitat Day celebrations consist of the

following activities: 

I. "Without Walls" Exhibition  in association with Cafe Art  

The exhibition highlights the need to alleviate homelessness through the implementation of the 2030

Agenda on Sustainable Development including the Sustainable Development Goals and the Geneva UN

Charter on Sustainable Housing. 

Cafe Art is a unique initiative showcasing artwork created by people affected by homelessness or are

socially vulnerable based in London, United Kingdom. . Cafe Art exhibits the artwork of people attending

art sessions run by London homeless sector organisations. Cafe Art is registered as a Community Interest

Company (CIC), with all profits committed to building up the social enterprise. They find independent

London cafes to hang and sell artwork in, with 80 percent of the proceeds going to the artists and 20% back

into the project. 

This exhibition focusses on women experiencing homelessness and illustrates the specific needs of women

experiencing homelessness and why a gender-neutral approach often fails to support women. This

exhibition aims to illustrate the link between Sustainable Development Goal 11: Make cities and human

settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable and Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all

women and girls. 

Location: Passerelle, Palais des Nations, Geneva 

Duration: 1 October 2018 - 21 October 2018 (3 weeks) 

II. Exhibition Opening/Reception  

Location: Building E, Passerelle, Palais des Nations, Geneva 

Date & Time:  1:00 PM on 1 October 2018  

Opening & Remarks: 

Mr. Michael Møller, Director-General of the United Nations Office at Geneva 

Ms. Olga Algayerova, Executive Secretary of the UNECE 

Ms. Geraldine Crimmins, Artist/Photographer/Cafe Art Representative 

Ms. Paula Mayock, Co-Director, Womens Homeless in Europe Network (WHEN) 

Representative of UN Women/OHCHR 

1 October 2018 

Palais des Nations 
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Organisers: 

• United Nations Economic Commission for Europe: Committee on Housing and Land Management 

Co-organisers: 

• United Nations Office at Geneva 

Prospective Partners: 

• FEANTSA 

• Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights  

• UN Women  


