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I. Bureau meeting of 6 December 2013, Prague  
 

1. The secretariat presented to the bureau members the draft electronic publication 
containing statements delivered by Ministers and heads of delegations at the Ministerial 
Meeting; the Bureau recommended translating the publication into Russian.  

2. The Bureau was presented with a draft questionnaire to be filled by representatives 
of UNECE member States for the publication on national reports on housing and urban 
development. The Bureau established a Task Group for the preparation of the publication 
with the following members: Ms. Lise Nielsen (Denmark), Ms. Maria José Festas 
(Portugal), Ms. Svetlana Ristic (Serbia) and Mr. Abduvali Komilov (Tajikistan). The 
Bureau appointed Ms. Festas as chair of the Task Group. 

3. The Bureau discussed the terms of reference of the Real Estate Market Advisory 
Group and agreed to establish a Task Group for the preparation of the Bureau 
recommendations for a new draft terms of reference and programme of work. The Task 
Group included Mr. Elshad Khanalibayli (Azerbaijan), Ms. Daniela Grabmüllerova (Czech 
Republic) and Ms. Elena Szolgayová (Slovakia). 

4. Mr. David Gigineishvili (Georgia) informed the Bureau that the Government of 
Georgia is committed to develop its national action plan for energy-efficiency measures in 
the residential sector; the plan would include a cost-benefit analysis. He also reported that 
the Government of Georgia was looking for extrabudgetary funds to support the preparation 
of this action plan.   

5. Mr. Abduvali Komilov (Tajikistan) reported on a planned project funded by the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development to establish a laboratory on energy 
efficiency in Tajikistan. He also confirmed the interest of his Government to prepare a 
national action plan on energy efficiency if funds become available. 

6. Ms. Svetlana Ristic (Serbia) reported that her Government needs assistance on 
energy-efficiency in housing, especially to address issues of energy poverty, housing 
financing and informal settlements.  

7. The secretariat reported on the preparation of a workshop on social housing to be 
held on 4 and 5 February 2014 and presented the draft agenda. Bureau members stressed 
the importance of the topic of social housing for the Committee. 

II. Bureau meeting of 5 February 2014, Geneva, Switzerland 

8. The Bureau discussed the draft Charter on Sustainable Housing in the ECE Region. 
The Bureau noted that if the UNECE Executive Committee agreed to start negotiations on 
the Charter, the scope and objectives agreed upon by the Working Group on a Possible 
Framework Convention on Sustainable Housing could be the starting point of the 
discussion. 

9. The Chair reiterated the importance of the work on the Charter and invited the 
Bureau to participate more actively in the development of the document. She also requested 
the Bureau to raise extrabugetary resources to support the preparation of the Charter and to 
cover consultancy to draft the Charter and costs of travel of participants from transition 
countries. 
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10. The task group charged with preparing new draft terms of reference for the Advisory 
Group, originally scheduled to present the terms of reference at this Bureau meeting, asked 
for an extension of delivery time until the next Bureau meeting.  

11. The Bureau made further comments on the questionnaire to collect information for 
national reports on housing and urban development. 

12. The secretariat informed the Bureau that a request for in-kind expert support for 
UNECE country profiles and training sessions on affordable and energy-efficient housing 
was sent to the Committee members by email in January 2014. Italy and the United 
Kingdom responded and offered in-kind experts. A number of organizations and individual 
experts from France, the Russian Federation and the United States also offered in-kind 
contributions. Furthermore, the secretariat announced that in 2014, the Russian Federation 
will provide 50,000 USD of funding for the preparation of country profiles on Uzbekistan 
and Armenia. 

13. The secretariat reported on the implementation of the Action Plan for Energy-
Efficient Housing in the UNECE Region. The secretariat reported that Good Practices for 
Energy-efficient Housing in the UNECE Region was published electronically and was made 
available on the UNECE website. The Bureau agreed that the UNECE should establish 
closer cooperation with the European Union Covenant of Mayors on the preparation of 
national action plans on an energy-efficient residential sector, as the Covenant has 
established methods for the preparation of national action plans. UNECE could focus on 
capacity building activities. 

14. Ms. Alena Rakava (Belarus) reported on her Government’s interest in implementing 
a pilot project on smart cities. 

III. Bureau meeting of 6 May 2014, Geneva, Switzerland 

15. The secretariat reported on the preparations to the informal meeting of the 
Committee scheduled for 7 May 2014 and presented a document on the Charter for 
discussion. The Bureau discussed the document and agreed to start discussing the scope and 
objectives of the Charter as elaborated by the Working Group on a Possible Framework 
Convention on Sustainable Housing. 

16. The secretariat informed the Bureau that the draft questionnaire on national reports 
on housing and urban development was sent to the Committee focal points and they were 
invited to submit their inputs online, with a deadline of 30 May 2014.  

17. Ms. Elena Szolgayová presented the task group proposals for the revised draft terms 
of reference of the Advisory Group. Bureau members discussed the task group proposals 
for the revised terms of reference and agreed on the final text. 

18. The secretariat reported on the status of preparations for the seventy-fifth session of 
the Committee and presented proposals for the session’s provisional draft agenda and the 
biennial evaluation report for the period 2012-2013.  

19. Bureau members proposed to organize on 7 October 2014 a day-long informal 
negotiation session in order to further negotiate the Charter.  

20. The secretariat reported on the implementation of the Action Plan for Energy-
Efficient Housing in the UNECE Region. The secretariat reported on the preparation of 
national training sessions on energy efficiency in Armenia, Moldova and Tajikistan and the 
establishment of the regional network of experts in energy efficiency. Georgia reported that 
the Government is applying for funding for the preparation of a national action plan for 
Georgia. 
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21. The secretariat reported on planned activities in support of the smart cities project, a 
workshop to be held on 8 and 9 May 2014 in Geneva, Switzerland and the Urban Futures 
Conference on 18 and 19 November 2014 in Graz, Austria. 

22. The secretariat informed the Bureau on the proposal from the secretariat of the 
UNECE Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization to develop 
cooperation on building standards. Bureau members supported this proposal and made 
recommendations for possible areas of standards to be considered in the study. It was 
proposed to concentrate on standards for housing energy efficiency and disaster risk 
reduction. 

IV. Bureau meeting of 18 July 2014, Geneva, Switzerland 

23. Bureau members discussed outputs from Governments and other stakeholders to the 
draft Charter and agreed on the text of the draft Charter, to be further considered at the 
informal negotiation pre-session of the Committee on 7 October 2014 in Geneva, 
Switzerland.  

24. Bureau members discussed the organization of the informal negotiation pre-session 
of the Committee on 7 October 2014. 

_____________________ 


