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Background for transformation Goris city 

into a “smart” city 



 It is supposed that the basis for the name of the area were the words 
from Indo-European pre-language  gor-”rock” and es-”be”, so Goris-
Kores means  rocky area. In ancient times in the same area of the city 
there was a settlement, maybe people settled here during the time of 
the Stone Age. Goris was first mentioned in the history since the 
Urartian times.  In  the eighth century Rusa the First left a cuneiform 
where  Goris was mentioned  among 23  countries conquered by him. 
Scientists believe that it is the same Goris. On the Goris border there 
was also a stone with an Aramaic inscription made by the king Artashes 
the Second (189-160 BC).  

 The development of Goris city begins in the 70s of the 19th century, 
when it became a  center of Zangezur province(1870). The new city of 

Goris was founded near the old Goris in the valley of Vararak  by the 

plan designed by a German architect.  
 

Historical overview 



The main characteristic of the community 

Location:  in the southern of Syunik province, in the valley of 

river Goris(Vararak), an average high of 1385 metres avobe sea 

level, at the crossroads of interstate highways Yerevan-Artsakh, 

Yerevan-Meghri-Iran. 

Distance from Yerevan: 250 km. 

Population: 25.461 thousand.  

Number of historical and architectural monuments in the area: 

503. 

Number of historical and architectural monuments in the 

community: 20. 

Availability of reserves, protected places (in the area): 12 km 

north from Lake Sevan.  

Availability of mineral waters (in the area): Party sources in 

Tatev at a distance of 7 km from the city. 

Availability of drinking water (in the area): the basin of 

Vorotan,the source Muhuribuladi – 501.8 thousand m3 / day.  
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Population age structure (person):  

Kids: 0-6 years – 1712 

Schoolchildren: 7-17 years  – 3914 

The population of working age:18-62 years – 15634 

Retirees: 62 years and over – 4201 

  The number of working-age population in the city is enough to 
work in the field of recreational services in the areas of 
agriculture and industrial production.  

     Demographic statistics 



 

History about 

the development 

of the city. 

The rich 

traditions of 

craftsmanship. 

Resource Assessment 

The presence of ancient traditions 



Creamery 

Resource assessment 



Goris ethnographic museum 

exhibits 

 Samples of the Bronze Age 

Cultural and historical monuments of the area 

 Resource Assessment 
Cultural and historical heritage of the area 

  

Goris  has numerous cultural and historical 

monuments that are valuable resources for the 

recreation, in particular for the development 

of tourism. During the centuries of  Goris 

existence numerous monuments were built 

here, that create original face of the city, 

emphasize the historical evolution of it. The 

most valuable monuments are: the Citadel of 

Dzagedzor or Haband, the church of St. 

Hripsime, the Chapel of Meliks, source- 

Khachin Chapel, the chapel at the cemetery. 

 



  

 

    

The average annual temperature is:  

 In January – 0-5 0 C  

In June– 16-20 0 C 

Relative humidity: 

In winter– 50-70% 

In summer– 45-60 % 

The average wind speed: 

In winter – 3-5 m/sec 

In summer– 2.5-3.0 m/sec 

The relief is complex, rough, with irregular shapes. 

Territory community is mainly used for agricultural purposes.  

Nature monuments (fantastic forms of the relief) 

 

The diversity of natural conditions 



Goris airport is located in the western part of the city. The airport is 
in good technical condition though it’s currently not operated. 

Availability of infrastructure 



 Strengths. 
. The presence of valuable cultural,historical and 

numerous natural monuments, rich national heritage 

•The presence of numerous higher and secondary 

specialized educational institutions 

•The presence of cultural structures: cultural center 

named after Gusan Ashot, Local history museum, City 

exhibition centralized library system , State Theatre, 

Aksel Bakunts house-museum,Goris branch of Yerevan 

Aesthetic education center. НапиткиDrinks, traditions 

of manufacturing Eastern sweets, tradition of 

processing agricultural products. 

•The presence of annual traditional celebrations 

•The presence of infrastructure for different types of 

tourism in natural –climatic and relief conditions. 

•Traditions of metal working, creating ceramic 

products, the presence of necessary resources, 

professional potential.  

•The presence of precious and semi-precious metals 

deposits.  

•The presence of significant reserves of fresh water 

and drinking water.  

•About 9.0 thousand hectares of agricultural land 

from which 6.8 thousand ha of forest area, the 

presence of  different species of trees and herbs. 

Possibilities 
•Organizing recreational zones  

•Improvingthe road network 

•Developing the road construction 

•Improving engineering infrastructures  

•Using of alternative energy sources  

•Organizing traditional cultural festivals, 

ceremonies, sporting events. 

•Organizing various scientific conferences 

•Organizing educational sports programs  

•The real possibilities of different 

investments 

•Co-operating with international 

organizations 

•Financial support by the state of private 

housing in rural areas  

•The interaction of public and private 

sector 

 

Weaknesses 
(limiting factors) 

•Irrational use of recreational sector’s 

facilities 

•Unimproved road network 

•The lack of hotels that are in line with 

international standards  

•The absence of  reference books and 

booklets related to tourism.  

•The absence of points serving tourists 

in cultural and historical monuments 

and roads 

•The absence of modern technology 

and devices  

•Partial use of natural resources 

•Loss of forest areas 

•The absence of sewage treatment 

stations 

Risks 
 Indifferent attitude towards cultural and historical monuments 

Poor state of cultural centers  

Activization of geodymanic processes  

Undesirable changes in the flora and fauna  

Pollution of  groundwater and its qualitative change  

The presence of environmental hazard 



Environmental actions (cleaning of the 
irrigation system canals, sanitary cleaning) 

Necessary environmental measures 
(regulation, peeling of the riverbed) 

Environmental events 



  Goris city Mayor organizes community clean-ups on 
Saturdays. 

  The first clean-up took off on August 9th. The stuff of 
the Municipality and the employees of the 
subordinated organizations participated in the 
cleaning of the central part of the city. Each 
organization had previously been allocated a certain 
area. The participants properly coped with all the 
tasks set before them during the work day.  

 

Periodical ideas to transform Goris city into a green city 

Measures and successfully implemented programs 



First steps: 
Clean-up on caring green areas. 



 

Cultural events 
 

On October 10, 2014 in Goris, the start of events dedicated to the Day 

of Goris town was launched from the  Mkhitar Sparapet Square, with 

the blessing of Fr. Makara Archimandrite (Vardapet) Hagopian the 

Vicar- General of the Syunik Diocese. Mr. Thierry Kovacs the Mayor 

of Vienne (France) the twin town with Goris; Mr. Valery Lazyuk the 

Chairman of the Council of Deputies in  Nesvizhsky District (Belarus) 

and people accompanying  them were also present there. Classical 

music, folk songs, national dances were performed, chess tournaments 

were conducted in a festive town. and exhibitions of paintings and 

decorative art turned the Square of Mkhitar Sparapet into a museum. 

The comedy “Beware of Women!” was presented in the State Dramatic 

Theatre of Goris after Vagharsh Vagharshyan in the framework of the 

annual events dedicated to the Day of Goris town.  
       



 

Dramatized representation on the background of the 

dwelling (old Goris)- as living decorations for 

submission 



First steps: 

Energy efficient social house in Goris city 

building for twenty families (89 inhabitants) 



 

Walls, roof, floor  are insulated with thermal 

insulation materials 



The usage of thermal insulation materials reduces 

the thickness of the walls made of rubble concrete 

(thickness- 50 cm up to 30 cm). These walls are 

covered with thermal insulating layer 



 

Installation of insulating layer 

Тhis method’s aim is not only to save energy, raw materials, but also 

to increase the seismic strength of the building by decreasing 

structural weight. 



 

triple-glazed windows 

special installation 

Installation of energy efficient windows with a 

special device that enables to provide ventilation 

without draught and invasion of insects 



House warming 



 

 Development strategy 
It’s possible to create many working places using the potential facilities of national 

resources (raw materials, recreational, agricultural resources) and providing flexible 

investment policy. Thereby, the main directions of perspective economic development are: 

The development of recreational  sector 

Formation of industrial (with the introduction of modern technologies), science intensive 

and agro-industrial complex. 

Usage of advanced, bringing the minimum harm to the environment technologies on 

industrial objects (re-processing of waste, disposal of waste, closed loops etc.повторная) 

Usage of high potential of the local population 

Creating  legal and business information centers in order to provide information to the 

public, mostly depositors   

A variety of programs are currently being implemented in the city: mainly due to the funds 

provided by the government of RA through the budget of the community (which is formed 

by both the land taxes and different taxes) and through international investments (mainly 

due to “the Eurasia” Foundation) 

Among these programs: restoration of water supply, social housing, measures against 

floods, restoring medieval fortress “Haband”, creating mini-enterprises, rehabilitation of 

social facilities, etc. 



 

Technical demands for: 
•Water supply and sewerage systems 

•Heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems 

•Telecommunication systems: execution of efficient information structures 

(network, television and internet system, electronic boards, alarm system) 

• automation of intelligent control of engineering infrastructures. 

•Organization of waste management 

•Organization of transport 

•Choice of materials and structures 

•Fire and security systems 

•Measures designed to reduce and prevent environmental impact 

•Ensuring optimal microclimatic conditions in different areas, depending on their 

values and workload (temperature, humidity, climate change) 

 
 

 In the process of  becoming Goris as a “smart” city a strategy policy 
should be designed, targeted to actualization of the infrastructures, 

urban structures  and improvemnet of the environment. 



  There are also a number of unsolved environmental problems in Goris city, for which the following 

activities must be carried out, taking into account the long-term goal: the idea to transform the city 
into a “smart” green city.  

 Implementation of measures against floods (building barriers in rivers) 

 Repair and restoration of the water supply wells, the direction  of sewage flowing into the river to the 
south Karahunj to a proposed new biological sewage disposal plant 

 Alteration and restoration of water supply wells 

 Isolation of 9  water supply areas to ensure round the clock water supply 

 Conservation and restoration of original landscape surrounding the city  

  The expansion  of forest areas and the  improvement of their quality.  

 Greening infrastructures sanitary protected areas 

 Organization of recreational zones (with the release of the central part of the city) 

 Periodic cleaning of  sediment from the riverbed 

 Greening  the river basin 

 Arrangement of garbage collection  

 Moving transit roads of the city to reduce the level of atmospheric air and noise 

  Conservation and restoration of  the historical centre of the city. 

 Creation of bicycle pathway, bringing to a minimum the entry of road transport in the city center 

 

Concrete solutions to environmental problems 



Community 
( urban and social aspects) 

Economics 

Sustainable development 

Environment 

Achievement of  the final goal 



Thank you  for your attention 

     aduncv@mail.ru 


