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56 member States = 17% of the world population

UNECE – geographical scope



Mission of the Committee

 Founded in 1947 as a “Panel 

on Housing Problems”

 Intergovernmental body

 Facilitates the dialog among 

UNECE governments

 Supports knowledge transfers

 Develops policy and practical 

guidelines



Mission of the Committee

Dialog and knowledge transfers:

 Conferences, workshops, meetings, seminars, training 

lessons

Practical guidelines and recommendations:

 Publications



Examples - trends for strategies

 1993; namely for transition countries 



Examples - housing financing

 1998; 2005; mainly for transition countries 



Examples – urban renewal policies



Examples – social housing

 2001; 2015



Examples – condominiums

 2003



Examples – land administration

 2001; 2008; 2017



Examples – energy efficiency

 1996; 2011; 2013



Country profiles

 Analyses

 Data

 Recommendations



UN Geneva Charter on Sustainable Housing

 Regional contribution to 

“Habitat III” global conference 

and “New Urban Agenda” and 

support for SDG 11“Agenda 

2030”

Four overarching principles:

 Environmental protection

 Economic effectiveness

 Social inclusion and 

participation

 Cultural Adequacy



UN Geneva Charter implementation

 Guidance for the implementation 

 Geneva UN Centres of implementation across the 

UNECE Member States

 Contribution to the “2030 Agenda“ – SDG 11



(Albert Einstein)

“Questions are the same, or similar 
for a long time … but answers 
change.“



Thank you for your attention.
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