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Introduction 

The conference was organised as part of the project ‘Evidence-based policies for sustainable housing 
and urban development in selected countries with economies in transition’, which is being 
implemented by the UNECE in collaboration with UN-Habitat and national authorities in six countries 
– Albania, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Ukraine. The project is supported by the UN 
Development Account 10th tranche. The project aim is to strengthen national capacities for the 
development of evidence-based policies for sustainable housing and urban development in selected 
countries. Its activities include the preparation of the guidelines for evidence-based housing and 
urban development policies as well as country-based pilot activities supporting evidence-based 
approaches to urban and housing policy development.   

Aim and objectives of the conference 

The conference was aimed to strengthen national capacities for the development of evidence-based 
policy-making for sustainable urban development with a focus on housing.  

The event had three objectives: 

(i) To explore global and regional approaches (frameworks, methodologies and tools) for 
the review and implementation of SDG11 targets (especially SDG11.1) 

(ii) To discuss applicability of selected approaches to review and implement SDG11 targets 
at national and local levels in Kyrgyzstan. 

(iii) To discuss possible indicators to be used for the review of the implementation of 
housing policies in Kyrgyzstan. 

The event brought together national and local government officials, representatives of cities and 
academia, as well as representatives of UN agencies and other international organisations and 
experts. 

Among concrete expected results of the meeting is the formulation of proposals for pilot projects on 
the evidence-based housing policies. These pilot projects will be discussed based on the outcomes 
of the conference. The project will continue until end 2021.  

 

https://www.unece.org/index.php?id=51837
https://www.unece.org/index.php?id=51837


Conference organisers 

The conference was organized by the State Agency for Architecture, Construction, Housing and 
Communal Services under the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic; the State Registration Service 
under the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic; the Norwegian Mapping Authority; University of 
Geneva; the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe; the UN-Habitat; UNDP-Kyrgyz 
Republic.  

Contact details for organizers: 

Elena Busch, Norwegian Mapping Agency, email: elena.busch@kartverket.no 

Ms. Tatiana Khabarova, Programme Manager, UN-Habitat, email: tatiana.khabarova@un.org 

Mr. Kumar Kylychev, UNDP Kyrgyz Republic, email: kumar.kylychev@undp.org 

Ms. Gulnara Roll, Head, Housing and Land Management Unit, UNECE, email: gulnara.roll@un.org  

 

Please see detailed report on the conference discussion below.  

 

Day 18 June 2019 
 

Opening and welcome remarks 

Mr. Akylbek Sultanov (Chairman of the National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic) 
opened the conference and stressed the importance of developing housing policies within 
the  framework of the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the 
Kyrgyz Republic. "A reliable, comparative, relevant statistical base is crucial to achieve 
sustainable development. Statistics is a "mirror" of social, economic and political processes”, 
underlined Mr. Sultanov.  
 
Mr. Samat Borubaev (Deputy Director, State Agency for Architecture, Construction, Housing 
and Communal Services under the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic) stressed the 
considerable contribution to the implementation of the Agenda 2030, especially to achieving 
Goal 11 the implementation of the National Strategy for sustainable housing construction and 
development of cities till 2020. The Agency promotes innovative approaches in urban 
planning and development, management of land resources as part of the Strategy 
implementation. There is a need in a new urban development programme to support cities. 
 
Mr. Ozonnia Ojielo (UN Resident Representative in the Kyrgyz Republic Representative) 
greeted the participants of the conference and noted the importance of aachieving 
Sustainable Development Goals in the Kyrgyz Republic. 
 
Ms. Elena Busch (Norwegian Mapping Authority, Norway) noted that more than 50 per cent 
of the world's population live in cities. This figure is lower in Kyrgyzstan where it is about 36 
per cent but the urban population is growing quickly, at 2.5 per cent annually (as of 
December 2017). The growing urbanization represents a challenge for politicians, especially 
in the developing countries, where the fast growth of cities is observed. Norway supports 
the improvement of environmental, especially of air quality, in cities. It works in cooperation 
with the World Health Organization, the World Bank and other agencies on pollution 
abatement and environmental protection. Currently Norwegian funds are provided to the 
creation of a national infrastructure for spatial data and development of the national 
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capacity for the protection of property rights. The current project supports the Government 
of Kyrgyz Republic to promote modernization, reliability and accessibility of the geospatial 
data.  

 
Ms. Gulnara Roll (Secretary, UNECE Committee on Housing and Land Management) 
delivered a presentation on the work of the UNECE Housing and Land Management Unit. Ms. 
Roll emphasized that the UNECE has been working in Kyrgyzstan on sustainable urban 
development and on housing; the Country Profiles on Housing and Land Management of 
Kyrgyzstan was developed. The UNECE has developed a range of guidelines and, most 
notably, has been working on the guidelines for evidence-based policies for sustainable 
urban development with a focus on housing, jointly with the UN-Habitat.  

Ms. Tatiana Khabarova (Programme Manager, UN-Habitat) noted that in the New Urban 
Agenda the approach to addressing urbanization challenges has changed and that the 
urbanization can be a strong motor of the economic development at a national level. 
However, this development cannot come at costs of degrading the environment. The UN-
Habitat is planning to develop concrete projects in Kyrgyzstan together with the UNECE. One 
of the planned projects is “Functional spatial transformation of local public spaces the 
project is presented to Bishkek”.  
 
Session I. Achieving the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development and the SDG 11 – 
Challenges and Progress to Support the Implementation in the Kyrgyz Republic. 
During the first session, representatives of the national government and the UNDP presented 
information on the work which supports the implementation of the 2030 Agenda on 
Sustainable Development and achieving the SDGs, especially SDG 11, at national and local 
levels.  
 
Mr. Maksat Amiraev (State Agency for Architecture, Construction, Housing and Communal 
Services under the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic) presented the information on the 
activities of the agency to support achieving sustainable urban development at a national 
level. The agency activities include planning of construction and modernisation of buildings, 
construction of infrastructure, providing water to the population, providing the urban 
planning documentation to the settlements, development of regulations for urban-planning, 
housing and communal services and implementation of technical standards. The agency is 
also involved in implementing measures for the maintenance of urban infrastructure with 
the consideration of the seismic safety and energy efficiency of buildings. The Government 
of Kyrgyzstan is implementing the State Programme «Accessible housing 2015-2020»; a 
joint-stock company “State Mortgage Company” was created to promote sustainable 
housing. Providing the population with clean potable water is the major priority of social and 
economic development.  
 
From the moment the Kyrgyz Republic attained its sovereignty, the structure of housing and 
communal services has been drastically changing and conditions of its functioning have 
become considerably more complicated. Implemented housing reforms in the republic have 
developed a housing market base as well as competitive approaches for the improvement of 
maintenance and safety of available housing. Among key challenges of the future is the new 
housing construction and the issues of ownership of housing.  
 
Mr. Almaz Abdiev (State Registration Service under the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic) 
noted that the development of the cadastral system supports the implementation of the 
SDG9: Industrialization, innovations and an infrastructure. At the present rates of the 



urbanization there is a need in investments into the creation of urban infrastructure, which 
allows cities to more effectively counteract climate change and promote economic growth 
and achieving social stability.  
 
Aisulu Amanova (Head of Department of Sustainable Development, Ministry of Economy of 
the Kyrgyz Republic) presented on the activities of the Government of Kyrgyzstan on SDGs 
implementation. She explained that Coordinating Committee for the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda in Kyrgyzstan was established. The Chairman of the Coordinating Committee is 
the Prime Minister. The secretariat of the Coordinating Committee is at the Ministry of 
Economy. A The first stage the national SDG indicators were established through the 
adaptation of the UN SDG indicators to the national conditions. The Government adopted its 
Sustainable Development Strategy until 2040. To implement the Strategy, the Government 
developed a national programma «Unity. Trust. Creation» which will be implemented by 
2022.  

 
Ms. Nazira Kerimalieva (Head of Department, Sustainable Development and Environment 
Statistics of the National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic) spoke about the data 
collection and analysis to support review of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The 
National Statistics Committee is included into the national Coordinating Committee on SDGs 
and moreover it is one of the government bodies which heads a separate direction of worl 
under the Coordination Committee on data. The statistic committee also has responsibility 
for the system of the of the SDG reporting. The committee works to create a national 
platform of the reporting on SDGs. The implementation of national and global indicators is 
traced back not only to the state statistics Committee but also to other ministries and 
departments. This platform will allow us to centralize and utilize the data exchange process 
between all interested parties while allowing us to provide the data and metadata to the UN.  
 
Session III. Innovative Approaches to Evidence-based policy-making in the context of 
SDG11 
During this session, international experts Ms. Elena Busch (Norwegian Mapping Authority, 
Norway Integrated Geospatial Information Framework: Implementation in Kyrgyzstan) and 
Mr. Arvid Lillethun (Norwegian Mapping Authority, Norway’s and Geoportal Developments: 
Priority Issues for National Action) discussed approaches used in Norway to support the 
review and implementation of the 2030 Agenda with regards to tools for developing 
evidence-based policies for sustainable urban development.  
 
Mr. Scott Rodgers (Senior Lecturer, Birkbeck University, London) presented on ways that 
open government data might better support urban housing provisions. He focused on the 
example of the London Datastore. 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/56ps44zsiu85ypg/Rodgers%20Bishkek%20Presentation%201
8-06-2019.pptx?dl=0 
 
Ms. Irina Ilyna (Professor, Director of the Institute of regional studies and urban planning, 
Higher School of Economics, Moscow) spoke about the preparation of master plans for cities 
to promote sustainable urban development. She noted the importance of a systems 
approach to the development of urban planning documents. It is important to build cities in 
such a way that people could live and work comfortably in a space that is well connected 
with physical infrastructure as well as with social infrastructure. Therefore, it is very 
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important to be specific when approaching such a complex sustainable development issue. 
It means there is a need to transform the approaches to how urban planning documents are 
developed. 
 
Conclusions 
At the end of the workshop, a survey of participants was organized. The feedback from the 
workshop participants was very positive – participants and representatives of the national 
government agencies and the UNDP- Kyrgyz Republic presented the information on their 
work which supports the implementation of the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development, 
especially SDG 11, at the national and local levels. Great value was seen in working with like-
minded people from other countries. The participants also considered that they has an 
opportunity to network, learn from one another, and explore the ideas of all those involved.  
 

- Agenda of the workshop 

Day 1 - Tuesday 
18 June 2019 

09.00 – 9:30 Registration of participants 

Moderator:  Mr. Matteo Tarantino, Lecturer and Senior Research Associate, University of Geneva 

09:30 – 10:30 Opening and welcome  

- Mr. Akylbek Sultanov, Chairman, National Statistical Committee of the 
Kyrgyz Republic  

- Mr. Samat Borubaev, Deputy Director, State Agency for Architecture, 
Construction, Housing and Communal Services under the Government of 
the Kyrgyz Republic  

- Ms. Elena Busch, Norwegian Mapping Authority, Norway  
- Mr. Ozonnia Ojielo, UN Resident Coordinator in the Kyrgyz Republic  
- Ms. Gulnara Roll, Head of Housing and Land Management Unit, UNECE 
- Ms. Tatiana Khabarova, Programme Manager, UN-Habitat 

 

10:30 – 11:10  Session I. Achieving the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development and the SDG11 
in the Kyrgyz Republic. Challenges and Milestones  
Representatives of the national government agencies and the UNDP- Kyrgyz Republic 
will present the information on their work which supports the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development, especially SDG 11, at the national and 
local levels.  

- Mr. Maksat Amiraev, State Agency for Architecture, Construction, Housing 
and Communal Services under the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic 

- Mr. Almaz Abdiev, State Registration Service under the Government of the 
Kyrgyz Republic 

- Aislu Amanova, Head of Department of sustainable development, Ministry 
of Economy of the Kyrgyz Republic 
Ms. Nazira Kerimalieva, Head Department, Sustainable Development and 
Environment Statistics of the National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz 
Republic  
 



11.10 – 11.30 Coffee break 

11.30 – 12.15 Session II. Approaches to the Implementation and Review of the 2030 Agenda 
and SDG11 in the UNECE Region 
The session will feature presentations focusing on policy frameworks, methodologies 
and tools for the implementation and review of the SDG11 and for the development 
of evidence-based policies for sustainable urban development in the UNECE region. 

- Ms. Elena Busch, Norwegian Mapping Authority, Norway 
Norwegian support to the Land Sector in Kyrgyzstan: Preparing Geographic 
Information for Sustainable Development Goals 

- Ms. Agata Krause, UNECE and UN-Habitat Expert on Sustainable Urban 
Development (video) 

Questions and answers 

12:15 – 13:00 Session III. Innovative Approaches to Evidence-based policy-making in the context 
of SDG11 

During this session, international policy and university experts will discuss 
selected approaches to review and implementation of the 2030 Agenda and tools 
for developing evidence-based policies for sustainable urban development with a 
focus on housing. 
 
- Mr. Matteo Tarantino, Lecturer and Senior Research Associate, University of 

Geneva 
- Mr. Scott Rodgers, Senior Lecturer, Birkbeck University, London 

Ms. Irina Ilyna, Professor, Director of the Institute of regional studies and 
urban planning, Higher School of Economics, Moscow 

 

Questions and answers 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch break 

14:00 – 15:10 Session III (continues). Innovative Approaches to Evidence-based policy-making in 
the context of SDG11  

During this session, international policy and university experts will discuss 
selected approaches to review and implementation of the 2030 Agenda and tools 
for developing evidence-based policies for sustainable urban development with a 
focus on housing. 

- Ms. Elena Busch, Norwegian Mapping Authority, Norway  
Integrated Geospatial Information Framework: Implementation in 
Kyrgyzstan 

- Mr. Arvid Lillethun, Norwegian Mapping Authority, NorwayNSDI and 
Geoportal Developments: Priority Issues for National Action 

Questions and answers 

15.10 – 15.30 Coffee break 

15.30 – 16:45 Session V. Current and Future Indicators for Evidence-based Policies for 
Sustainable Urban Development with a Focus on Housing in the Kyrgyz Republic 



Interactive discussion aiming to identify ways to use global and regional indicators 
for the review and implementation of the 2030 Agenda and SDG11, to support 
development and implementation of local housing plans in the Kyrgyz Republic.   
Guided discussion based on the following questions:  

- What main indicators are currently used to develop, review and implement 
sustainable urban development policies with a focus on housing in the 
Kyrgyz Republic and why?  

- How did the introduction of the local housing plans influence the demands for 
new indicators and new data?  

- What global and regional indicators could be used to support evidence-based 
local housing plans in the Kyrgyz Republic? 

Scheduled contributions from the representatives of the relevant ministries 

16:45 – 17:00 Summary and conclusions  
 

Day 2 - Wednesday 
19 June 2019 

Energy efficiency in housing and social sector 

09.00 – 09.30 Registration of participants 

09.30 – 10.00 Welcome and introduction 

Moderator - Mr. Bakyt Sadykov, Advisor to the State Committee for Industry, 
Energy and Subsoil Use of the Kyrgyz Republic 

- Mr. Bakyt Sadykov, Advisor to the State Committee for Industry, Energy 
and Subsoil Use of the Kyrgyz Republic 

- Mr. Maksat Amiraev, State Agency for Architecture, Construction, Housing 
and Communal Services under the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic 

- Mr. Udovichenko Nikolay Nikolaevich, Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the Russian Federation to the Kyrgyz Republic 

- Mr. Erkinbek Kasynbekov, Advisor on Programmes of the Resident 
Representative of the UNDP in the Kyrgyz Republic 

- Ms. Gulnara Roll, Head of Housing and Land Management Unit, UNECE 
- Ms. Tatiana Khabarova, Programme Manager, UN-Habitat 

10.00 – 11.30 Session I. Mechanisms for promoting energy efficiency in the countries of the 
Eurasian Economic Union 

Presentations  

− “The role of energy efficiency in the Kyrgyz energy sector development”, 
Tatyana Vedeneva, Head of the Center for the Development of Renewable 
Energy Sources and Energy Efficiency 

− “Experience and opportunities for the implementation of ESCO 
mechanisms for the practical promotion of energy efficiency in public 
buildings”, Alexei Tulikov, Expert of the Regional Project of UNDP  

−  “Revolving Fund in Armenia to stimulate investment in energy efficiency 
and renewable energy”, Suren Gyrdzhinyan, Project Manager; and Anatoly 
Shevchenko, CTA UNDP-RTF Regional Project 



− “Principles of financing energy saving projects through the Renewable 
Energy and Energy Efficiency Fund”, Grant Ter-Gabrilyan, Lead Engineer, 
Fund of renewable energy and energy efficiency Armenia 

 
Questions and answers. Discussion 

11.30 – 11.45 Coffee break 

11.45 – 13.00 Session II. Mechanisms for promoting energy efficiency  

Presentations  

−  UNECE activities in energy efficiency in buildings Ms. Gulnara Roll, Head of 
Housing and Land Management Unit, UNECE 

− Sustainable Urban Retrofitting of the Industrial (post-industrial) 
Territories: Evidence-based strategies for the post-soviet cities – Tural 
Aliyev, University of Geneva, Switzerland 

− “International experience on energy efficiency projects”, Ms. Larissa 
Schreckenbach, Project Manager, IWO, Germany 

−  “Draft Roadmap for implementation of energy efficiency in public 
buildings”, Nurzat Abdyrasulova, Head of the Unison Group Kyrgyzstan 

 
Questions and answers. Discussion 

13.00 – 14.00 Lunch break 

14.00-15.30 Session III. Promotion of energy efficiency - international initiative 
“VmesteYarche!” in the EEU countries 

− “Raising awareness and promoting energy efficiency in the EAEU 
countries - Festival VmesteYarche in Armenia”, Narine Ishkhanyan, 
Expert, Regional UNDP-RTF Project 

− “Experience of organizing the all-Russia festival VmesteYarche in the 
Russian Federation”, Irina Holodnyak, Coordinator of the organizing 
committee of the Festival in the Russian Federation 

− The Festival VmesteYarche in the Republic of Kazakhstan, Alyona 
Bortuleva, Head of initiatives “Reliable Renewal” 

− “Results of the Republican competitions on climate change and energy 
efficiency in Kyrgyzstan”, Pak Zoya Alekseevna, Ministry of Education and 
Science of the Kyrgyz Republic 

− The official launch of the festival VmesteYarche - Kyrgyzstan!  
Questions and answers. Discussion 

15.30 – 17.30 Towards a Roadmap for Incorporating SDG11 Indicators into Evidence-based 
Policy-making for Sustainable Urban Development and Housing in the Kyrgyz 
Republic. 
Summary of outcomes of the event and informal discussion on a roadmap for 
incorporating SDG11 indicators into evidence-based policy making on sustainable 
urban development with a focus on housing in the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Conclusion 
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