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London Mayor Sadiq Khan’s 
Open Data Pledge

To build an data strategy at the heart 
of London government and “working 
to bring data from across London’s 
boroughs and public agencies 
together, and opening it up to enable 
quicker decision making, better 
services, more efficient government, 
and greater transparency.”





London Datastore: Basics

 A growing repository, currently hosting 822 
datasets, mostly from public agencies

 3000+ files (mostly .xls or .csv format)

 Date is free to download

 Data is open license to manipulate/use

 Website averages 50,000 visits per month

 Most-used datasets include those relating to 
housing projections and ‘rough sleeping’

 91 datasets in total related to housing



Three Laws of Open Government 
Data (Eaves, 2009)

1. If it can’t be spidered or indexed, it 
doesn’t exist

2. If is isn’t available in open and 
machine-readable formats, it can’t 
engage

3. If a legal framework doesn’t allow 
it to be repurposed, it doesn’t 
empower





















Learning from London 
Datastore

 Where local public bodies are fragmented open data can 
create conditions for better informed policy- and decision-
making

 Open data on public services (e.g. affordable housing 
provision) can enable a range of nongovernmental actors 
and organizations to help make delivery more efficient 
and reliable 

 ‘Go ugly early’: government should not make the mistake 
of “allowing perfection to be the enemy of good” 
(Coleman, 2013)

 Important to understand and develop the capacities to 
use open data: do government agencies, local NGOs, 
media, private companies or citizens have access to coding 
expertise? If not, how can this be developed?



Further Information Sources

 London Datastore website https://data.london.gov.uk/

 MyLondon demonstration project http://my.london.gov.uk/

 Emer Coleman (2013) Lessons from London Datastore 
https://beyondtransparency.org/part-1/lessons-from-the-
london-datastore/

 Theo Blackwell (2019) London Datastore 9th Anniversary 
https://medium.com/@SmartLondon/london-datastore-
turns-9-today-eec8f59e439b

 David Eaves (2009) Three Laws of Open Government Data 
https://eaves.ca/2009/09/30/three-law-of-open-
government-data/

 Eight Principles of Open Government Data 
https://public.resource.org/8_principles.html
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