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Distinguished guests,  

colleagues,  

ladies and gentlemen, 

It is an honor to speak on behalf of UNECE and open this very important meeting. I would like to thank Ms. 

Gloria Placer Maruri, Chief of Cabinet, Secretary of State for Information Society and Digital Agenda (SESIAD), 

Ministry for the Digital Agenda and Co-Chair of U4SSC and Mr. Francisco de la Torre, Mayor of Malaga for 

supporting the organization of this event and my colleagues of ITU, in particular Cristina Bueti and Reyna 

Ubeda, for co-organizing this event with us.  

I would also like to thank all the speakers, delegates, and participants here today who so generously agreed 

to share their valuable experience with us. 

We are all well aware of the importance and key role of cities and urbanization for sustainable development. 

Nowadays the global share of people living in cities is 54% and is expected to rise to 66% in 2050. Today 

cities are vulnerable to economic, social and environmental risks, including ageing, migration, inequalities 

and safety. With the increase of urbanization at the global level, the need for a more effective urban 

governance is stronger than ever. Information and communication technologies (ICTs) are key to achieve not 

only a stronger governance but also the urban climate targets of lowering energy use and GHG emissions 

while boosting socio-economic growth and city competitiveness.  We need to reach the targets set out by 

the international commitments and in particular by the Sustainable Development Goal 11 “Make cities and 

human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable”, and develop the tools that will help cities become 

truly smarter and more sustainable. 

UNECE has a long history of working on sustainable urban development, affordable housing and energy 

efficiency of buildings and infrastructure, which are important components of smart and sustainable cities.  

Our programme on housing and urban development benefits from a key voluntary agreement that member 

States of the ECE region endorsed in 2015: the Geneva UN Charter on Sustainable Housing. The Charter is 

based on the principles of environmental protection, economic effectiveness, social inclusion, 

participation, and cultural adequacy. The Charter is a demonstration of the commitment of UNECE member 

States to promote access to adequate, safe and affordable housing and basic services for all, and provides a 

framework for building smarter and more sustainable cities.  

UNECE has a special task to bridge the digital divide between western and eastern parts of the region, which 

is already high and continues to grow. UNECE has started the U4SSC initiative together with ITU in 2016 and 

we are committed to continue working with our partners, member States and relevant stakeholders to 
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develop the capacities of national and local authorities in the whole region to implement the SDGs using the 

indicators and to unlock implementation models and financing mechanisms for cities, especially for those 

with low- and medium-incomes. 

To support the implementation of the key global agreements, ECE also supports, beside the U4SSC initiative 

that Reyna has described:  

• national reviews of housing, urban development and land management policies and practices through 

the preparation of Country Profiles on Housing and Land Management and their related National 

Action Plans;  

• Studies on adequate, affordable and sustainable housing, such as Social Housing in the ECE region 

and has organized fora on housing finance and access to lending markets; 

• reviews at city level through the development of smart sustainable city profiles and action plans 

which leverage on the Key Performance Indicators for Smart Sustainable Cities elaborated under 

U4SSC; by today we prepared the profiles for the cities of Goris, Armenia and Voznesensk, Ukraine; 

and 

• the promotion of energy efficiency standards in buildings through a Joint Task Force, peer 

learning and capacity-building jointly with partners in government, the private sector and 

academia. 

As the former UN Secretary General Ban-Ki Moon said “It is clear that it is in cities where the battle for 

sustainability will be won or lost.” 

We must draw on UN expertise to work in cities and with local authorities, to support member States to 

implement the New Urban Agenda, the 2030 Agenda and all the Sustainable Development Goals in urban 

areas. 

I would like to wish all of us a dynamic and fruitful dialogue. I hope that this event will help us build upon our 

partnerships with UN, the private sector, academia and local authorities and strengthen them in our regions 

and around the globe towards a common aim. When people feel the neighbourhood and the city are their 

own, they are more likely to express their interest and concerns and get involved. And in turn, when people 

are engaged, cities become a better place to live. Let us work together to make cities smarter, more 

sustainable, and a better place to live in.  

Thank you. 

 


