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Population Essay contest “Ageing in Georgia”: and the winners 
are…

“Life is an interesting book if you are a good reader”, wrote Dodo Chanturia-Alania, 74 years 
old, one of ten winners of the essay contest on ageing in Georgia. She travelled 300 km to 
participate in the ceremony held in the UN House in Tbilisi on 16 July. Some 45 people came to 
the event, many of them accompanied by Caritas, Red Cross or other NGO volunteers, 
making their journey possible. Three locations were connected via Skype video-conference. 

Welcome speeches were given by UNECE and UNFPA who jointly implemented the project, 
followed by two representatives of the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs. Many of 
the older people came with their own speeches prepared, often reading out poems written by 
them. All participants received a certificate, for the winners of the contest it came with an 
award of 50 lari (less than 30 USD). In a country where the monthly pension is 150 lari, too 
little for many to survive without the help of their children or other relatives, the sum can 
make a difference. 

Often overlooked, Georgia's older people of today have a great set of experiences: they lived 
through the Soviet Union, independence, war and peace, economic crisis and progress. In the 
essays they shared their very personal stories, their advice to younger generations and their 
suggestions to improve policy-making on ageing. Some 45 essays were submitted in total, 
and the winners were selected by an international jury of five. Essays and quotes will be 
published together with the pictures of their authors in book format in both Georgian and 
English later this year. 

International Organizations Commit to Coordinated 
Assistance for Implementation of the WTO Trade 

Trade

Responding to the clear needs of developing, least-developed and transition economies for 
technical assistance, capacity building and support in implementing and securing long term 
benefits from the World Trade Organization Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA); the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), along with other key international 
organizations and development partners [International Trade Centre (ITC); Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD); United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD), United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and 
the Caribbean (ECLAC), United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP), United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA),World Bank Group (WB) and World Customs Organization (WCO)], reaffirmed in a 
joint statement today their comprehensive and coordinated support to such countries - in 
close collaboration with the WTO and the donor community.

Signatories to this  committed to assisting developing, transition and least-
developed countries, drawing on their respective strengths and areas of expertise. This 
support will include assistance in: categorizing measures under the TFA; establishing 
National Trade Facilitation Committees; creating faster and more efficient cross border and 
regulatory procedures; as well as longer term planning and support in implementing 
comprehensive reform programmes built on the TFA measures. They committed to 
continuing to make available, to all countries, the trade facilitation tools, recommendations 
and standards they produce.

The signing agencies also reiterated their belief that the TFA could provide extensive 
benefits to developing, transition and least developed economies, including: enhanced 
participation in global supply and value chains; improved competitiveness; increased 
transparency; greater integration into the global economy; and significant economic growth 
and development.

Commenting on the joint statement, the newly appointed UNECE Executive Secretary, 
Christian Friis Bach, highlighted how this coordinated approach shows the willingness of 

joint statement

For more information, please visit:
 .http://www.unece.org/population/essay-contest-ageing-in-georgia.html
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http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/press/pr2014/Joint_statement_on_TF_support.pdf
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National round table to discuss the Republic of Moldova's 
draft Law on Strategic Environmental Assessment

EaP GREEN

UNECE and the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Moldova will organize a national 
round-table to discuss the country's draft law on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
on 29 July in Chisinau. The Ministry developed the draft law from January - May 2014 with 
support from the secretariat of the UNECE Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment 
in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention) and its Protocol on Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (Protocol on SEA). The adoption of the law will foster accession of the Republic of 
Moldova to the Protocol and facilitate further harmonisation of the national legislative 
framework with the requirements of the appropriate Directives of the European Union.

Representatives of relevant Ministries, local authorities, members of Parliament as well as 
representatives from NGOs, the consultancy community and the private sector have been 
invited to take part in the event, express their opinion on the draft law and discuss the 
benefits and potential challenges of SEA.

In addition, participants to the round table will become familiar with the practical aspects of 
the application of SEA to urban plans and programmes and with the role of SEA in 
environmental assessment systems. The Orhei municipality and the Ministry of Environment 
will inform participants about their intent to test the draft law through carrying out a pilot SEA 
for the Orhei Town Master Plan and invite them to discuss the roles of the various 
stakeholders in the process.

The Round-table will be followed by a 2-days training workshop on the practical application of 
SEA. The workshop, which will support implementation of the SEA pilot Orhei is targeted for 
practitioners who will help develop the SEA system in the Republic of Moldova, environmental 
experts, representatives of the Orhei municipality and urban planners. Interested and 
qualified participants will be invited to become exerts on the SEA team.

The round table and the workshop are organized within the programme Greening Economies 
in the Eastern Neighbourhood (EaP GREEN). This programme is being implemented over the 
period 2013-2016 by UNECE, OECD, UNEP, and UNIDO to assist the six European Union's 
Eastern Partnership (EaP) countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and 
Ukraine, in their transition to a green economy. The programme is financed by the European 
Commission, the four implementing organisations and other donors.

international organizations to “work as one” in order to help developing, transition and least-
developed countries to reap real and sustainable benefits from the Agreement.

Mr. Bach further emphasised that all UNECE recommendations, standards and tools for 
trade facilitation, including those developed by UNECE's Centre for Trade Facilitation and 
Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT), are freely available to all UN member States. These can 
be accessed at ; ; and 

.
www.unece.org/trade www.unece.org/cefact.html

http://tfig.unece.org/

The representation of women in national parliaments is an important aspect in measuring 
women's position in political decision-making. The UNECE region as a whole has seen a 

steady increase in the share of females in national parliaments, rising from an 
average of 17% in 2000 to 24% in 2013.

In 2013, the average female share of parliamentarians was 26% in countries of 
the European Union and 18% in countries of Eastern Europe and Central Asia. 
The highest women's representation was in Sweden (45%) and the lowest in 
Hungary (9%). Since 2000, the greatest increases in UNECE countries were in 
Serbia, Slovenia, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Belarus, 
which have increased women's representation by more than 22 percentage 
points each.

Despite the positive trends in recent years, UNECE countries are still far from 
achieving equal representation of women and men in national parliaments. In 
2013, women accounted for less than one quarter of all parliamentarians in the 
region. In the last 13 years, none of the UNECE countries has reached the 50 per 
cent mark for female parliamentarians. The Nordic countries Sweden, Finland 
and Iceland are closest to that benchmark.

The proportion of women in national parliaments is low taking into account that 
women in our region represent nearly half of the labour force and account for 
more than half of the tertiary level graduates in most UNECE countries. 

Facts and Figures Slow but steady growth in female share of 
parliamentarians
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*Data refer to 50 UNECE countries until 2005 and 52 countries from 2006 
onwards. Andorra, Liechtenstein, Monaco and San Marino are not included. 
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