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Executive Secretary The Secretary-General appoints Christian Friis Bach of 
Denmark as the next Executive Secretary of UNECE

The United Nations Secretary-General announced yesterday that he had appointed Christian Friis 
Bach of Denmark as the next Executive Secretary of UNECE. He will replace Sven Alkalaj of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, to whom the Secretary-General is grateful for his commitment and dedicated 
service to the Organisation. 

Mr. Friis Bach brings to the position a combination of deep knowledge in international economy and 
development affairs coupled with innovative and results-oriented leadership. He is currently Head 
of the Parliamentarian Group for the Danish Social/Liberal Party. 

Mr. Friis Bach previously served as Denmark's Minister for Development Cooperation (2011-2013) 
and Special Advisor to the European Union Commission for the United Nations Global Sustainability 
Panel (2010-2011). He is honorary professor of international economics and development at the 
University of Copenhagen (2009-2014) and has been associate professor in international 
economics and development economics, the Royal Veterinary and Agricultural University (1999-
2005). Mr. Friis Bach has a long history with civil society, notably as the International Director for 
the DanChurchAid (2005-2010) and as Chairman of the Danish Association for International 
Cooperation (1997-2001). 

Mr. Friis Bach holds a Ph.D. in International Economics (1996) and an MSc in Agronomics (1992) 
from the Royal Danish Agricultural University in Copenhagen. Born in 1966, Mr. Friis Bach is 
married and has three children.

Energy Mind the data gap to increase significantly the uptake 
of Renewable Energy in the UNECE region

“A gap concerning information accessibility and reliability in UNECE region constitutes a main 
obstacle to establish a baseline of renewable energy at regional and national level in the UNECE 
region. Quality data are needed for any specific action for the uptake of the share of renewable 
energy sources in the energy mix.”

This is in essence what was pointed out during an informal preparatory meeting on the new Group 
of Experts on Renewable Energy (GERE) which took place in Geneva on 26 June 2014 with experts 
from UNECE member States and key stakeholders, including international organizations..

In order to assist in filling data gaps, complete existing databases and produce, at a minimum 
marginal cost, a Renewable Energy status report in the region, UNECE will closely cooperate with 
consolidated players in the renewable energy field, such as the International Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA), the International Energy Agency (IEA), the Renewable Energy Policy Network for 
the 21st Century (REN21) and the World Bank. 

Participants also discussed the Group's niche, the direction to undertake towards a consensus 
building on the work plan of the Group and provided practical suggestions on the preparatory 
activities to be implemented in the forthcoming months. In addition to the data gaps, these point 
to in depth work on best-practice policies enabling the uptake of renewable energy as part of 
energy systems and the role of renewable energy in off-grid solutions, thus enhancing access and 
quality of energy service in the UNECE region.

The Group is mandated by UNECE member States to carry out concrete result-oriented activities 
that help significantly increase the uptake of renewable energy and achieve the objective of access 
to energy for all in the UNECE region, in line with the UN Secretary General's Sustainable Energy 
for All Initiative. 

The first session of the Group will take place in Geneva on 18-19 November during the UNECE 
Sustainable Energy Week. 

Modernizing statistics: Improving efficiency to better 
meet user needs 

Some 25 delegates from CIS countries and Mongolia met in Nizhny Novgorod, Russian 
Federation, in June for the High-level Workshop on Modernization of Official Statistics. They 
discussed the standards needed to support statistical modernisation activities, and how to 
implement those standards in practice.

The Adapted Global Assessments of national statistical systems conducted jointly by UNECE, the 
European Free Trade Association (EFTA) and Eurostat have helped to identify priorities for 
modernisation activities. Participants stressed the importance of harmonisation across different 
domains of statistics and that it is necessary to convince governments that investment in 

Statistics
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For further information please visit: http://www.unece.org/energy.html
gianluca.sambucini@unece.orgor contact: .
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Albania launches work on a national roadmap for an 
energy-efficient residential sector with UNECE support 

Housing

The Albanian Government is launching work on a national roadmap for an energy-efficient 
residential sector and harmonizing its legislation on energy efficiency and the energy 
performance of buildings. This work is being done by the Ministry of energy and industry and the 
Ministry of urban development and tourism with the assistance of UNECE, the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). As part of 
this collaborative process a two-day workshop on, “Energy efficient housing for sustainable 
development”, was organized on 7 and 8 July 2014 in Tirana by the Albanian Government in 
cooperation with UNECE, IFC and UNDP. 

The workshop was opened by Ms. Eglantina Gjermeni, Minister of Urban Development and 
Tourism, and Mr. Damian Gjiknuri, Minister of Energy and Industry. According to Ms. Gjermeni, 
“The ministry's strategy envisages that every new house in Albania should be in compliance with 
energy efficiency measures. The national housing agency is already adapting its projects to 
comply with this requirement. Existing housing shall be refurbished to become more energy 
efficient. The ministry intends to develop new building codes to ensure energy efficiency in 
housing in the long-term. Condominium associations should become effective in the 
management and maintenance of their properties.”

UNECE has developed a number of tools that Albania will be using to support their work on energy 
efficiency including: an , which 
provides a comprehensive list of possible measures to remove barriers to energy efficiency and 
move towards a low-energy and, ultimately, zero-energy and carbon-neutral housing sector; and 
two practical guides on,  and 

. UNECE also assists member States to develop 
their national action plans and supports workshops, such as this one, on energy efficiency and 
housing management. 

Action Plan for Energy-Efficient Housing in the UNECE Region

Green Homes: Towards Energy Efficient Housin Good Practices for 
Energy-Efficient Housing in the UNECE Region

g

This workshop aimed to: 

raise the awareness of stakeholders in Albania of the benefits of energy-efficient housing;  

inform them about the country's obligations to reduce energy consumption in the 
residential sector as a part of Albania's accession to the European Union;  

discuss possible next steps to improve energy efficiency in Albania. 

For more information, please visit: http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=35997
Gulnara.Roll@unece.orgor contact: .

UNECE Adopts New Test to make cars more Pedestrian 
Friendly 

Transport

Serious and fatal injuries from car accidents involving pedestrians will be dramatically reduced 
making walking and cycling safer as a result of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE) adopting a new impact testing method for automakers.  

Embracing the latest technological advancements, the World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle 
Regulations (WP.29) adopted on 25 June an amendment to UN Regulation No. 127 (Pedestrian 
Safety) of the 1958 Agreement, which sets the standard test carmakers use to measure the level 
of damage a car could cause the human body upon impact. The amendment, which will take effect 
in 2015, will potentially be applied in more than 50 countries worldwide including most of Europe, 
South Africa, Japan, etc.

The new leg form test tool, known as FLEX-PLI, more accurately measures the level of injury a 
car's bumper causes when it impacts a human leg. This level of harm can be the deciding factor 
between a serious or minor injury. So having the most accurate measure of damage allows for the 
design of more pedestrian friendly car bodies and the mitigation of injury. The test is performed by 
launching a leg-form, an instrument that simulates a tibia, in "free flight" at the speed of 11 km/h 
against the car bumper to reproduce real world condition of a pedestrian accident. 

While it is impossible to completely eliminate pedestrian injuries or deaths, it is possible to make 
cars safer to the point where the most likely result is only minor injuries.  This means that as the 
number of fatal and serious injuries decline, the number of minor injuries will increase, as 
accidents have less damaging results.  

statistical modernisation is essential to ensure high quality statistics in the future. The workshop 
concluded that modernisation is not a one-off activity, it is a continuous process, which should be 
incorporated in strategic plans. Participants expressed their needs for more activities on this 
topic, particularly at the expert level. They also requested mechanisms for informal networking to 
share ideas and experiences, facilitated by international organisations. 

The workshop was jointly organised by the Russian Federal State Statistics Service, EFTA and 
UNECE. It also benefited from the participation and substantive contributions of experts from 
Statistics Norway, Statistics Netherlands and the Italian National Institute of Statistics.

For more information, please visit: 
.http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/2014.06.modernization.html

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/documents/Publications/action.plan.eehousing.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/documents/Publications/green.homes.rev1.eng.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/documents/Publications/good.practices.ee.housing.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/documents/Publications/good.practices.ee.housing.pdf


Follow UNECE on:Information Service  
United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
CH-1211 Geneva 10 - Switzerland

Tel.: +41 (0) 22 917 44 44
Fax: +41 (0) 22 917 05 05
E-mail: info.ece@unece.org
http://www.unece.org

Not an official record - For information only

Parties to UNECE treaties on public participation in 
environmental matters join forces to increase 
transparency, protect whistle-blowers and promote 
environmental democracy

Aarhus

More than 400 participants from some 50 countries gathered in Maastricht, last week to attend 
the fifth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on Access to Information, Public 
Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus 
Convention) and the second session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Pollutant 
Release and Transfer Registers (Protocol on PRTRs). At a Joint High-level Segment of the two 
treaties, held on 2 July, Parties adopted the Maastricht Declaration, which notably highlights the 
importance of protecting whistle-blowers and environmental activists and ensuring safe public 
participation in decision-making. 

Wilma Mansveld, Minister for the Environment of the Netherlands and Chair of the Joint High-level 
Segment, called for a future-proof Aarhus 2.0, which will reflect the opportunities new 
technologies offer to citizens, companies and Governments for a modern environmental policy. 
The value added of modern communication tools was also acknowledged in the message of United 
Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon (delivered by Acting UNECE Executive Secretary Michael 
Møller), and the laudable efforts of Aarhus Parties to empower people with the right to a healthy 
and favourable environment were also praised.

The Maastricht Declaration recognizes transparency and access to information as being essential 
in building a sustainable future, and specifically encourages the use of Internet-based and social 
media in doing so. In addition, through the Declaration, Parties, non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs), international and regional organizations welcomed the initiative to develop a regional 
instrument on environmental rights in Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as the 
establishment of PRTR systems around the globe. The Declaration underscored not only the 
relevance of the Convention and its Protocol for addressing modern global challenges, but also 
that they serve as model examples for other regions.

While welcoming the Maastricht Declaration, NGO representatives at the meeting expressed 
concern over various issues, including slow progress in the ratification of the Convention's 
amendment on public participation in decisions on deliberate release into the environment and 
placing on the market of genetically modified organisms (GMO amendment), as well as a lack of 
progress by some Parties in implementing and complying with the Convention and its Protocol. 

The various challenges in applying the Convention with respect to public participation were also 
highlighted by Elizabeth Smith of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, such 
as to listening to the voices of all affected people, including the most vulnerable groups, the 
elderly and women.

With regard to the Protocol on PRTRs, NGOs put forward several sets of proposals including the 
expansion of the Protocol into a “PRTR 2.0”, to encompass resource use, products and storage and 
the consideration of plastic as an emission. 

Participants included delegates from 42 Convention and 27 Protocol Parties, as well as from Chile, 
Costa Rica, Morocco and Myanmar, and representatives of other United Nations agencies, 
international and regional organizations, international financial institutions, Aarhus Centres, 
business, industry and academia. The meeting was also attended by representatives of 81 NGOs 
from the UNECE region and from other parts of the world including Chile, China, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador and Thailand. 

The Meeting of the Parties to the Aarhus Convention welcomed the continued leadership of the 
Republic of Moldova on access to information, of Sweden on access to justice, of France on the 
promotion of the principles of the Convention in international forums and of Austria on GMOs, and 

For further information please visit: http://www.unece.org/env/pp/welcome.html
ella.behlyarova@unece.orgor contact: .

The German Federal Highway Research Institute estimated an annual decrease of 11 fatalities 
and 506 severely injured pedestrians as a result of this new testing method. In the same annual 
estimation, the number of slightly injured pedestrians would increase by 231. The annual cost 
reduction in Germany due to more pedestrian friendly vehicles designed was calculated at 
approximately $ 86.7 million. 

The text of the amendment is available at:  
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2014/wp29/ECE-TRANS-WP29-2014-038e.pdf

http://twitter.com/UN_ECE
http://www.flickr.com/photos/98046700@N04/
http://www.youtube.com/user/UNECE
http://www.flickr.com/photos/98046700@N04/
http://twitter.com/UN_ECE
https://www.facebook.com/pages/UNECE/332016013671
http://instagram.com/ece_un#
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