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TIR Contracting Parties to the TIR Convention urge the 
Russian Federation to lift restrictions on the TIR 
Convention
The Administrative Committee of the TIR Convention held an extraordinary high-level session on 
12 June 2014. The high level delegations of ministries of Finance, ministries of Transport, 
national Customs authorities, and diplomatic representatives of some Contracting Parties came 
together to address the considerable challenges that the TIR system has been facing for the last 
year, due to measures introduced by the Russian Federation. These have resulted in the 
progressive elimination of the use of the TIR Carnet by foreign operators entering the territory of 
the Russian Federation. 

The Committee repeated its view that the current state of affairs unequivocally runs contrary to 
the provisions of the TIR Convention and called for immediate solutions. The Russian Federation 
provided assurances that it is sustaining efforts to normalize the situation by preparing concrete 
amendment proposals to the TIR Convention and launching a tender procedure, which would 
bring about a new agreement with a qualified national guarantor, satisfying both the national 
requirements and the obligations under the existing TIR Convention. However, the delegations 
of Contracting Parties urged the Russian Federation to lift the restrictions currently in place, 
which have adverse economic impacts on transport operators and national economies. 

Since September 2013, the Russian Federation has unilaterally decided to no longer accept TIR 
carnets as sufficient customs duty guarantee. Consequently, transport operators hauling goods 
into Russia must obtain a new Russian guarantee to secure customs clearance. Based on a 
sample of actual costs from transport operators and after deducting savings for TIR carnets 
where relevant, it is estimated (Economic costs of the non-application of the TIR system by the 
Russian Federation, Copenhagen Economics, 28 March 2014) that the new measures introduced 
in the Russian Federation create an additional cost of up to USD 2.2 billion per year for the 
Russian economy. As a result of the new system, import into Russia by road is getting more 
expensive. Comparing with the value of goods transported, the direct cost associated with the 
new system is equivalent to an additional tariff of 0.6 per cent to 1.4 per cent for road transport 
entering into Russia. Ultimately, these costs will be passed on to the Russian economy and the 
new system will result in higher prices for Russian consumers.

In addition to direct costs, the new system also entails significant indirect costs. The uncertainty 
inherent in the system has led to an increased administrative burden of as much as 25 per cent. 
Furthermore, since the national guarantee does not provide any 
actual guarantee for the transport operators, there is an increased financial risk for the operators 
who risk economic losses or even bankruptcy.

A mere two weeks before the envisaged date of termination of the guarantee agreement 
between the Federal Customs Service of the Russian Federation (FCS) and the national TIR 
guaranteeing association of the Russian Federation, (ASMAP), this extra-ordinary meeting was 
of critical importance, and viewed by many as the last opportunity to discuss and possibly 
resolve the situation.

In addition, the Committee discussed progress in the implementation of the automation of TIR 
operations which is known as eTIR. eTIR will be an essential step in the modernization of the TIR 
Convention. While the work on technical aspects of the eTIR implementation is coming to 
conclusion, the legal aspects of its implementation are starting to be addressed. The Committee 
generally supported the strategy towards implementation of the eTIR, but advised that due 
attention should be given to the need to develop the appropriate legal and administrative 
framework. Due to specific national legislation, as well as constrained capacities and resources 
of various Contracting Parties, the Committee drew attention to the need for 
supporting those Contracting Parties that do not have the required capacity to 
readily engage in computerization. The Committee advocated for providing 
the necessary technical assistance so as to ensure a smooth and efficient 
transition to an electronic environment that will benefit operators, traders, 
businesses, customs authorities and Governments in all Contracting Parties. 

in contrast to the TIR system, 

For more information, please visit: 
Watch the opening address by Acting Executive Secretary Michael Møller: 

.

http://www.unece.org/tir/welcome.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ji7FD_XHE7w&list=PL759810C3F5C7BF3A

Arab countries study the benefits of joining the UNECE 
Water Convention

Water Convention

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Convention on the Protection 
and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Water Convention) can be a 
source of inspiration for progress in the management of shared surface waters and 
groundwaters in the Arab region and neighbouring States. Accession to the Water Convention 
could reinforce cooperation with riparian countries and lead to the equitable utilization of 
shared waters. Such potential benefits were acknowledged by participants in a workshop that 
gathered representatives of 12 Arab States on 11 and 12 June 2014 in Tunis. Key aspects of 
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For further information please visit: 
 

or contact Chantal Demilecamps at: .
http://www.unece.org/env/water/workshop_arab_countries_2014.html

chantal.demilecamps@unece.org

To know more about the Forests and Sustainable Development Goals: 
a regional view – Part II, please visit: 

For an overview of the first workshop on Forests and Sustainable Development Goals: 
a regional view, please visit: .

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=35313

http://www.unece.org/sdg-workshop.html

Post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals: 
the essential role of Sustainable Forest Management

Forests

Experts met in Geneva on June 16 for the Second Workshop on Forests and Sustainable 
Development Goals to discuss whether and how the essential role played by forests in 
sustainable development is currently reflected in the SDGs. 

In the day-long workshop participants agreed upon the essential role of Sustainable Forest 
Management (SFM) in sustainable development, and thus strongly supported a target focusing 
on SFM. 

They were also of the opinion that it is important to agree to forest specific indicators under 
those targets that contain a forest component. Taking into account the crucial role that forests 
play in sustainable development, green economy and poverty eradication, as well as their 
cross-sectoral relevance, participants highlighted targets relating to biodiversity and 
ecosystem management, production and consumption patterns, energy, food security, water 
and sanitation, climate, poverty eradication, gender, health, cities and urban development.

Participants also underscored that over the years the forest sector produced detailed datasets 
and indicators on forests and sustainable forest management and agreed that this information 
should be properly utilized when developing target-specific forest related indicators. 

The key impact that sustainable forest management has on sustainable development cannot be 
overlooked in the SDGs process. Managing forests well will provide goods and services that are 
essential for our lives. Carbon sequestration, fundamental to climate change mitigation, is 
directly linked to forests, their cycle and growth (see the Keeling Curve here); similarly, the 
presence of mangrove forests in coastal areas has the positive effect of contrasting coastal 
erosion, protecting marine ecosystems and reducing the risks of climate related disasters. 

Forests are also key to sustainable development as they are a fundamental renewable resource 
providing wood, wood and non-wood products and energy. Technology has allowed the creation 
of new materials and composites out of wood products (particularly pulp and fibres) at market 
prices and with a more sustainable production cycle. This has resulted in an expansion of the 
bio-based economy: from building to heating, to fibres and medicines. Managing forests 
sustainably also improves their presence in urban areas and cities, which has direct and indirect 
positive effects on human mental and physical health, and provides spaces for public 
recreation, and for people's social, cultural and spiritual needs.  
 
Forests are at the centre of our planet's future: without a strong sustainable forest 
management element reflected in the SDGs, sustainable development would be emptied of one 
of its core constituents. 

The results of the Second Workshop on Forests and Sustainable Development Goals will be 
thforwarded to the 36  session of the UNECE-FAO Working Party on Forests Statistics, Economics 

and Management, which will be taking place from 17-18 June 2014 in Geneva, for its 
consideration and action. 

different legal frameworks for cooperation on shared waters were discussed, in particular the 
opportunity that the globalization of the UNECE Water Convention represents for the Arab 
region.

Countries such as Algeria, Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Morocco, Sudan and Tunisia, as well as 
Palestine, expressed their interest in further studying the Water Convention and its applicability 
in their particular settings. Iraq and Tunisia reconfirmed their willingness to join the 
Convention. 
The workshop was held under the patronage of the Minister of Agriculture of Tunisia, Mr. Lasaad 
Lachaal. UNECE, the Center of Water Studies and Arab Water Security of the League of Arab 
States and the Global Water Partnership Mediterranean, in collaboration with the Economic and 
Social Commission for Western Asia, cooperated to organize this landmark workshop. The 
workshop was held at the request of the Arab Ministerial Water Council, operating within the 
framework of the League of Arab States, as expressed in a resolution adopted in June 2013.

In the Arab region, more than two thirds of water resources, both surface waters and 
groundwaters, are shared by countries within the region or with neighbouring countries from 
outside the region. With growing anthropogenic and climatic pressures on these scarce 
resources, cooperation is crucial to ensure regional peace, stability and development. 
Participants highlighted the specificities of the Arab region, such as water scarcity and high 
dependence on groundwaters, which would need more attention in the future work to be 
implemented under the Convention.

At the workshop, international experts from Parties to the Convention (France and Lithuania) 
shared their experiences in implementing the Convention. Good practices for cooperation on 
shared waters were also presented, for example by the Sahara and Sahel Observatory on the 
management of the North-Western Sahara Aquifer System. 
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