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Road Safety UNECE and partners launch initiative to save lives on 
International Level Crossing Awareness Day 
Millions of near misses and over 6,000 deaths occur each year in the world at level crossings 
– where a road and railway tracks intersect. To raise awareness of this issue, the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and partners have produced a film 
highlighting the dangers and suggesting some possible solutions. 

The film is aimed at making the public and decision makers more aware of the dangers at 
level crossings in order to decrease the number of accidents and casualties around the 
world.  The film was produced in partnership by UNECE, the Federal Office of Transport of the 
Swiss Confederation (FOT) and the International Union of Railways (UIC).

“The loss of life and injury are the most alarming results we think of, but accidents between 
road users and trains often entail significant economic costs to railway operators, 
infrastructure managers, and manufacturers. Wider social impacts of level crossing crashes 
can also be devastating.  It is not uncommon for school buses carrying children to be hit by 
trains.  The deaths and injuries of youngsters from the same school may burden 
communities with pain and trauma for a long time” said Eva Molnar, Director of the UNECE 
Transport Division.

This film was released on 3 June to coincide with the 2014 International Level Crossing 
Awareness Day (ILCAD). ILCAD is spearheaded by the UIC with the support of the railway 
community around the world to raise awareness among road users of the risks at level 
crossings.  In 2010, the United Nations General Assembly declared the period 2011-2020 as 
the Decade of Action for Road Safety.  The UNECE supports ILCAD and undertakes many 
activities supporting the Decade's goal.

The film is the latest step in UNECE's work to increase safety at level 
crossings.  In 2012, UNECE established the Group of Experts on 
Improving Safety at Level Crossings, an international platform that 
brings together specialists from the public and private sectors, as well 
as academia and independent research. The objective of the Group is 
to describe, assess and better understand the safety issues at level 
crossings and to develop a multidisciplinary strategic plan aimed at 
reducing the risks. Watch the film on UNECE's . 

For more information on UNECE's activities to promote road safety, please visit:
.

Youtube channel
 

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp1.html

On 22 May, to celebrate the International Day of Biodiversity, the Acting Director General of 
UNOG and Acting Executive Secretary of UNECE, Mr. Michael Møller, buried a bottle 
containing a message to future generations under a tree, in the garden of the Palais. When 
the tree dies in 300 years, the time capsule will be found by a future generation.  

But how will the forests look in 300 years? Will there be any left? Will climate change have 
altered forests distribution and species? How will human population growth and migrations 
have impacted forest resources?  What will happen to primary forests? 

In his lecture for the UNECE/FAO event organized at the Palais de Nations on the occasion of 
the World Environment Day, Dr. Jürgen Blaser, Prof. for International Forestry and Climate 
Change, Bern University of Applied School of Agricultural, Forest and Food Sciences, tried to 
answer some of these questions, key to both forest and human survival. 

“Natural forests will still exist,” said Dr. Blaser, “but, to a great extent, climax forest types, 
such as primary rainforests, will have disappeared, due mainly to shorter forest cycles 
caused by increased (climate-related) disturbance”. And he continued arguing that, “We 
expect that natural forests will cover about 0.5 billion ha, mainly in boreal and temperate 
areas in Europe, Siberia and North America, and in the tropics […] they will mostly be in 
protected areas, with minimal timber harvesting, and will provide important ecosystem 
services”. 

The majority of the future forests, according to Dr. Blaser, will be “planted and semi-natural 
forests” that will provide readily renewable natural resources, such as wood and wood-
based fibre. He also envisions a growth in urban forests, which will have a primary provide 
“recreational and spiritual benefits and serve as climate buffers”. 

Dr. Blaser's highlighted the crucial role of forests and forests management for future human 
survival with optimism. 

Forests The Future of Forests–Planted, semi-natural and urban 
forests to prevail in 300 years 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QlT_I33lwzM&list=PL759810C3F5C7BF3A&index=2
 http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp1.html
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For more information please visit: 
.http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=35035

The Bureau of the UNECE Committee on Environmental Policy (CEP) met in Lisbon on 26 and 
27 May 2014 to prepare the upcoming twentieth session of CEP (Geneva, 28–31 October 
2014), including the organization of the Eighth Environment for Europe Ministerial 
Conference in 2016. 

The CEP Bureau recommends two themes as an overarching framework for the Conference: 
 Greening the economy in the pan-European region, in the context of the post-2015 
development framework, including the Sustainable Development Goals;

 Improving air quality for a better environment and human health.

The Conference will be held in early June 2016. During the discussion about the venue of the 
Conference, Georgia presented the facilities for hosting the Conference in Batumi. The final 
decision on the themes and the venue of the Conference will be taken by CEP at the end of 
October this year.

Furthermore, the CEP Bureau reviewed the drafts of several substantive documents for the 
upcoming session, such as:

 Greening the economy in the pan-European region (prepared jointly by UNECE and 
UNEP)

 Opening and promotion of UNECE environmental legal and policy instruments to 
countries beyond the region 

 Targets and performance indicators for measuring the progress in developing the 
Shared Environmental Information System (SEIS) across the region. 

The Bureau also worked on the CEP draft rules of procedure and on the CEP criteria for 
eligibility for financial support for participating in meetings and events. The final versions of 
these documents will be submitted to CEP for consideration and adoption, as appropriate. 

A joint meeting of the CEP Bureau and the Alternates to the European Environment and 
Health Ministerial Board (EHMB), assisted by the UNECE and World Health Organization 
Regional Office for Europe (WHO/Europe) secretariats, took place on the morning of 27 May. 
Meeting participants discussed issues of common interest within the Environment for 
Europe and the Environment and Health processes. 

The CEP Bureau particularly thanked the Government of Portugal for hosting the two 
meetings. The truly exceptional quality of the assistance provided and the warm hospitality 
all contributed to a successful meeting.  

The CEP Bureau comprises the following officers: the Chair from Portugal and Vice-Chairs 
from Belgium, France, Georgia, Kazakhstan, the Republic of Moldova, Serbia and 
Switzerland. 
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CEP Bureau recommends themes for Eighth 
Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference in 2016: 
clean the air; grow green!

Environment

Inflation rates have been trending downward over the last three years in most 
Western European Countries, as measured by the 12 month rates of change of 
the consumer price index (CPI).

Italy experienced a drop in inflation rates from an average of 3,0% in 2012 to 
1,2% in 2013, with only 0,7% by the end of the year. In France inflation rates fell 
from an average of 2,0% in 2012 to 0,8% in 2013. In the same period Germany 
experienced a fall in average inflation rates from 2,0% to 1,5%.

Inflation rates in United Kingdom fell from an average of 2,8% in 2012 to 2,6% in 
2013. While this reduction in inflation rates is smaller than in the other 
economies, the 12 month rate of change of the United Kingdom CPI was only 
2,0% by the end of 2013 and 1,8% in January 2014. 

Facts and Figures Lower rates of inflation in Western Europe

Source: UNECE Statistical database http://www.unece.org/stats/data.
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In a similar fashion, Ambassador Manuel Dengo, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to 
the United Nations, talked about the importance of preserving forests putting a particular 
emphasis on the importance of preserving mangroves as they “provide a natural defence 
towards storm surges and other coastal disasters and prevent erosion. They have a key 
function to maintain coasts and islands safe and ecosystems resilient. Mangroves do not 
only protect nature, but also thousands of shoreline communities in tropical and subtropical 
regions”. 

The hope remains that policy makers and foresters will work together to preserve world 
forests and, ultimately, human future.  

For further information, please visit: 
.http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=35670
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