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You can contribute to the development of a new communication plan to help green the 
UNECE region by completing a  to identify the most appropriate tools and 
channels for effective and inclusive communication. 

The communication plan seeks to publicize the activities of the Greening Economies in the 
Eastern Neighbourhood (EaP GREEN) programme, a large regional programme being 
implemented in 2013–2016 to green economies in the European Union Eastern Partnership 
(EaP) countries. The implementing partners of for EaP GREEN are UNECE, along with the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), and the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO). Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Republic of Moldova and 
Ukraine are the six countries targeted by the programme, which is financed by the European 
Commission, the four implementing organizations and other donors.

UNECE is responsible for supporting the participating countries in developing and applying 
strategic environmental assessment (SEA) legislation and systems in accordance with the 
provisions of the Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment to the Convention on 
Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention). The 
related activities are linked to the workplans under the Convention and the Protocol and they 
contribute to promoting the ratification and implementation of the Protocol on SEA. As 
appropriate, assistance will also be provided for improving the current practices and legal 
and institutional frameworks on environmental impact assessment (EIA) in compliance with 
t h e  E s p o o  C o n v e n t i o n .  ( F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s e e  

.)

The activities under the UNECE component target the environmental authorities at the 
national and local levels as well as other sectoral ministries, including those responsible for 
industry, agriculture and health, as well as civil society representatives, consultants and 
planners. The activities are implemented in close collaboration with the national focal points 
under the Espoo Convention and its Protocol and also liaising with the EaP-GREEN focal 
points from ministries of environment and economy.

In order to disseminate information about the EaP GREEN Programme and reach wider 
stakeholder groups that have an important role in transition to a greener economy, EaP 
GREEN partners develop communication plans for the entire Programme.

The questionnaire is available  and takes only 10 minutes. The survey is being 
conducted by OECD on behalf of the partner organizations. Thank you for participating! 

questionnaire

http://www.unece.org/env/sea/eapgreen.html

here

Espoo Convention EaP GREEN Partners launch communication 
consultation: Please help us communicate better!

Should you have any questions, please contact: .eap.contact@oecd.org

With more than 1.3 million people killed on roads every year in the world, the road safety 
crisis has reached an alarming magnitude. One of the first steps in addressing this issue is by 
acceding to and effectively implementing the existing UN road safety agreements and 
conventions.

In order to create a wider global understanding on what agreements and conventions 
currently exist in the field of road safety, UNECE and the Office of Legal Affairs will organize a 
“Road Safety Treaty Day” for all Permanent Missions to the United Nations. The event – co-
organized with the Regional Commissions New York Office and the International Road 
Transport Union (IRU) - will take place on 5 June 2014 at the United Nations Headquarters in 
New York City.

The seminar is organized at the request of the Inland Transport Committee, which is the 
highest transport policymaking body of the UNECE. The program will include presentations 
by the Office of Legal Affairs and UNECE, which is responsible for managing 58 international 
legal instruments in the area of transport, including road safety.  Global road safety 
instruments such as the 1968 Convention on Road Traffic, the 1968 Convention on Road 
Signs and Signals, the 1958 and 1998 vehicle regulations agreements as well as 
international rules on the carriage of dangerous goods will be presented and discussed.

Road Safety UNECE organizes seminar on UN agreements and 
conventions on road safety in New York

http://webnet.oecd.org/Survey/Survey.aspx?s=d62baff65c4c4f31ad3a422a76d59467
http://www.unece.org/env/sea/eapgreen.html
http://webnet.oecd.org/Survey/Survey.aspx?s=d62baff65c4c4f31ad3a422a76d59467
mailto:eap.contact@oecd.org
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Ageing

TIR

Bureau of the Working Group on Ageing demands that 
population ageing be considered in the UN post-2015 
development agenda

UNECE and IRU promoted TIR Convention at 2014 
International Customs Conference

This is the latest in the UN's efforts to address road safety.  Recently, the General Assembly 
acknowledged the value of these efforts in its Resolution on improving road safety 
(A/68/L.40) which “…recognized the work of the United Nations regional commissions in 
increasing road safety activities and advocating increased political commitment to road 
safety, in elaborating global road safety-related legal instruments, technical standards, 
resolutions and recommendations...”  The United Nations Decade of Action for Road Safety 
(2011-2020) –  also declared by the General Assembly, encourages accessions to UN road 
safety conventions.  

Permanent Missions to the United Nations in New York City are encouraged to attend.  The 
event is free of charge and will be held in English. 

On 8 and 9 May 2014, the Bureau of the UNECE Working Group on Ageing held its 6th 
meeting, hosted by the government of Malta, represented by the Ministry for the Family and 
Social Solidarity. During the meeting, the Parliamentary Secretary for the Rights of Persons 
with Disability and Active Ageing of the Republic of Malta, Dr Justyne Caruana, presented 
Malta's initiatives in the area of active ageing, guided by the recently launched National 
Strategic Policy for Active Ageing 2014-2020. The Strategy, commended by the Bureau, is 
the first holistic policy in response to ageing in the country.

During his meeting with Bureau members, George W. Vella, Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
Malta, underlined the importance of finding economically sustainable models of responding 
to population ageing. From a foreign affairs point of view he raised the issue of Maltese 
nationals retiring abroad and of those needing to reintegrate into the country, sometimes 
after several decades of absence abroad. During the discussion, Bureau members also 
pointed to the need of addressing population ageing in the post-2015 development goals in 
particular under the focus area of health and population dynamics but also in relation to 
other areas such as education (introducing life-long learning approaches) and in terms of 
gender equality, ending discrimination against women of all ages. Bureau members stressed 
that ageing was an important global phenomenon, one of high importance for tackling 
poverty and achieving inclusive societies where the rights of all age groups are realized. 

The Bureau also started discussions on the third cycle of review and appraisal of the Madrid 
International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA) and its Regional Implementation Strategy 
(RIS). It was agreed that the third review should focus on the four priority areas identified in 
the 2012 Vienna Ministerial Declaration, namely Longer working lives; Participation, non-
discrimination and social inclusion of older persons; Dignity, health and independence in 
older age and Intergenerational solidarity. The review process will culminate in a Ministerial 
Conference in Istanbul, Turkey, in 2017. Bureau members used the opportunity to discuss 
the progress of work in on-going projects, including the Road Map for Mainstreaming Ageing 
in Georgia, the Active Ageing Index and the preparation of a Policy Brief on 'Innovative and 
empowering strategies for care'. The meeting also served to thank long-standing member of 
the Working Group and its Bureau, Joseph Troisi, who took leave from his function. Cynthia 
Formosa, Senior Manager of the Active Ageing Unit, Department for the Elderly and 
Community Care of the Maltese Ministry, was welcomed as the new focal point. The next 
meeting of the Working Group on Ageing with presence of national focal points from UNECE 
member States will take place on 20 and 21 November 2014.

Every year the World Customs Organization (WCO) IT Conference and Exhibition provides 
customs administrations and the IT industry a unique opportunity to discover and discuss 
the latest and most relevant developments and trends in the field of Information and 
Communication Technology. The 2014 edition of the Conference, which was organized in 
Brisbane, Australia, from 5 to 7 May, focused on the role of customs in economic 
competitiveness. This event was a perfect opportunity for UNECE and the IRU to showcase 
the TIR system. The two partners presented the IT tools that are currently available to 
secure this global customs transit system as well as the UNECE-IRU eTIR pilot project, which 
has recently been initiated.

More than 50 visitors, from both customs administrations and the public sector, came to the 
TIR booth to learn more about the benefits of the TIR system and the even greater benefits 
of the future eTIR system. Visitors from Asian and African countries expressed particular 
interest in the role that the TIR system could fulfil in improving their countries economic 
competitiveness.

For more information, please visit: .http://www.unece.org/pau/age/welcome.html

For more information, please visit: .http://www.unece.org/tir/welcome.html
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