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The Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and 

Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention) has an innovative 

compliance review mechanism that allows members of the public, as well as Parties, to bring 

issues regarding a Party's compliance before a special committee made up of independent 

experts. The Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee underpins the openness and 

transparency of the Convention. It works in a non-confrontational, non-judicial and 

consultative way and provides a crucial interface between the public and the Parties through 

which issues of compliance can be addressed. 
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UNECE and Armenia discuss cooperation on 
environmental issues

 Aarhus Convention compliance mechanism in numbers

On 18 March 2014, in Yerevan, Marco Keiner, Director of UNECE's Environment Division, 

and Antoine Nunes, leader of the Environmental Performance Review (EPR) team, met 

with Aram Harutyunyan, Minister of Nature Protection of the Republic of Armenia, to 

discuss strengthening cooperation on environmental issues. The meeting was also 

attended by the Ministry's Head of staff and Head of the Division for International Relation 

and focal points for UNECE multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) and EPR.

The UNECE delegation presented the methodology and process for the on-going 3rd cycle of 

EPRs and discussed the possibility of launching one for Armenia. The Minister stated that he 

would sign a letter requesting UNECE to commence the preparations for the EPR.

Throughout the discussions the need to advance national legislation on the implementation 

of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment (Espoo Convention) was 

highlighted. Accordingly, the Minister was invited to attend the Meeting of the Parties to the 

Espoo Convention and the Meeting of the Parties to the Aarhus Convention (30 June – 1 July 

2014 in Maastricht). Armenia stated that legislation is advancing, with NGO representatives 

having been invited to contribute to the draft law, and that provisions of public participation 

have been included.

Armenia was also invited to participate to further technical advice and capacity-building 

activities on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) through a pilot SEA on a specific plan or programme, and to a sub-regional 

seminar on post-project analysis within EIA.

Armenia was encouraged to continue the process toward the ratification of the protocols on 

Strategic Environmental Assessment, Pollutant Release and transfer Registers, Water and 

Health, and the three most recent protocols under the Convention on Long-Range 

Transboundary Air Pollution, namely Heavy Metals, the POPs, and the Gothenburg protocol. 

Furthermore, the added value for Armenia to join the UNECE Water Convention was 

presented.

The UNECE delegation highlighted their appreciation of the 

active participation of Armenia in the work under the 

Committee on Environmental Policy (CEP), the Working Group 

on Monitoring and Assessment and the Joint Task Force on 

Environmental Indicators, the UNECE Strategy for Education 

and Sustainable Development, as well as the Pan-European 

Programme on Transport, Health and Environment (THE PEP). 

The minister confirmed he would attend the upcoming high-

level meeting of THE PEP (14-16 April 2014, in Paris). He noted 

the problem of the ground-level ozone layer in Yerevan and 

iterated the importance that THE PEP activities could have to 

address this issue. Finally, he mentioned his interest in 

launching a pilot project on air pollution in Yerevan, including a 

scientific study and the installation of air monitoring stations.
Marco Keiner and Antoine Nunes of UNECE, 
with Minister of Nature Protection of  Armenia, 
Aram Harutyunan (center) 
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To obtain more information on the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee, including on the 
infographics, please visit:  

or contact Fiona Marshall at: .

For more information on compliance and implementation review bodies under other MEAs, please visit 
the respective MEAs web pages from: .

http://www.unece.org/env/pp/cc.html
fiona.marshall@unece.org

http://www.unece.org/env/treaties/welcome.html

For further information, please contact Charlotte Griffiths at: 
 or visit: .

reserves.energy@unece.org
http://www.unece.org/energy/se/reserves.html

Since its establishment in 2002, the Compliance 

Committee has reached a number of significant 

findings and has been instrumental in helping to 

ensure that Parties meet their obligations and, when 

necessary, change their legal and administrative 

systems to ensure that people's environmental 

rights under the Aarhus Convention are upheld. As 

such, the Committee helps keep the Convention 

alive.

To promote the Compliance Committee to a wider 

audience, the data it has generated since its 

establishment was analysed and made available last 

week in a series of infographics. These user-friendly 

visuals for presenting numerical data, among others, 

explain the work of the Committee and its relevance, 

as well as give details on communications submitted 

to date. 

 

Compliance review beyond the Compliance Committee

The Compliance Committee does not have the sole responsibility for overseeing the 

compliance by Parties with the Convention: the Committee submits all of its findings and 

recommendations to the Convention's Meeting of the Parties (MOP) for endorsement. At its 

most recent meeting (Geneva, 25–28 March 2014), the Committee finalized and adopted its 

reports for submission to the fifth session of the MOP (Maastricht, the Netherlands 30 June-2 

July 2014), including reports on the implementation of decisions on compliance concerning 

individual Parties, as well as a report on general compliance under the Convention. Pursuant 

to these reports, at its fifth session, the MOP is expected to adopt a number of decisions on 

compliance matters.

Liaising with compliance and implementation review bodies under other MEAs

In order to exchange information and lessons learned, the Aarhus Compliance Committee 

liaises through an informal network with compliance and implementation bodies of other 

UNECE multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs).

At its second meeting (Geneva, 24 March 2014) the Chairs of these bodies discussed, among 

others, their methods and processes for examining non-compliance; reactions and 

responses to findings and recommendations; different levels of openness, transparency and 

involvement of various actors (e.g., public administration, members of the public and the 

private sector); “different degrees of non-compliance” (from minor to severe cases); as well 

as the non-compliance in relation to capacity building. Overall, the objective of this 

cooperation is exploring ways to improve implementation of the MEAs in the region. 

UNFC now available in HungarianEnergy
Experts from Hungary, including from the Geological and Geophysical Institute of 
Hungary and the Hungarian Office for Mining and Geology, recently translated the United 
Nations Framework Classification for Fossil Energy and Mineral Reserves and Resources 
2009 (UNFC) into Hungarian. The translation and peer review were undertaken by the 
most competent experts in Hungary in a wide range of fields, including hydrocarbons, 
geothermal energy, CO  storage, coal, non-metallic solid mineral resources and ores. 2

The experts from the Geological and Geophysical Institute of Hungary and the Hungarian 
Office for Mining and Geology are members of the UNECE Expert Group on Resource 
Classification, which will next meet in Geneva, 29 April–2 May 2014.  UNFC is now 
available in Arabic, Bulgarian, Chinese, English, Hungarian, French, Russian and 
Spanish. UNFC became operational at the end of 2013 with the publication of the 
specifications for its application (UNECE Energy Series No. 42). 
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