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Social housing back on countries' political agendas in 
the UNECE region

Social housing in Europe is back on the political agenda of UNECE member States. The 
social housing sector in the majority of European Union member states has been 
shrinking since the 1980s, according to the  of the 
European Federation of Public, Cooperative & Social Housing (CECODHAS). 

More than thirty years of deregulation and privatisation of the social housing stock in 
Western Europe and the privatisation of public housing in countries with transition 
economies have reduced the availability of affordable housing. Austerity measures 
taken in response to the economic crisis have even further reduced investments in 
social housing. Despite some recovery programmes in the immediate aftermath of the 
crisis that included investment measures for the housing sector, many UNECE member 
States have made cuts in their social housing budgets as part of wider fiscal 
consolidation programmes. The economic crisis affected many middle-income 
households, resulting in an increased rate of mortgage defaults and, consequently, 
homelessness due the lack of supply to meet this increased demand for affordable 
housing. 

On 4 and 5 February 2014, the UNECE Committee on Housing and Land Management, in 
cooperation with UN-HABITAT and CECODHAS, held a workshop on 

. In his opening 
statement, UNECE Executive Secretary Sven Alkalaj stressed that the lack of, or 
uneven access to, adequate and affordable housing is an aspect of inequality that needs 
to be seriously addressed. he provision of social housing could offer an opportunity 
not only for the improvement of social and living conditions, but also for the reduction of 
greenhouse emissions and energy consumption”, he said.

Discussion during this workshop focused on the impact of the global financial crisis on 
housing affordability, governments' responses and the challenges that countries are 
facing at the moment to increase social housing. Among the questions discussed were: 
different concepts of social housing, provision and financing of social housing; 
improvement of social cohesion and living conditions; easing energy poverty; and the 
promotion of environmental sustainability.

The workshop concluded that a stronger government response and the mobilisation of 
all market participants to address the housing consequences of the global financial 
crisis are needed. The recommendation of the 

 (Vienna, 2004) is back on the political agenda: this recommendation 
being for governments to “develop clear strategies for social and affordable housing 
which signals to all housing market participants the state's role in supporting it, and 
what is required from each participant to make this strategy work”. The workshop also 
agreed that countries need advice on how to develop and implement such strategies. 

As an outcome of this workshop, a policy document will be developed, which will 
provide recommendations to assist member States in addressing their social housing 
policy challenges. 
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For more information, please visit: 
or contact Gulnara Roll at: .

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=33997
gulnara.roll@unece.org

Population Essay contest: Ageing in Georgia 

Pensioners in Georgia are offered a new challenge: to write 
an essay about what it's like to age in Georgia, the lessons 
they wish to pass on to the younger generation and their 
ideas to improve policymaking. The call is open until 15 April 
2014. 

The authors of the ten best stories will be awarded a 
prize. To share these personal accounts with a wider 
audience, a collection of these stories will be published 
in Georgian and English. 

http://www.housingeurope.eu/www.housingeurope.eu/uploads/file_/HER%202012%20EN%20web2_1.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/prgm/hmm/social%20housing/UNECE_Report_FIN.pdf
http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=33997
mailto:gulnara.roll@unece.org
mailto:gulnara.roll@unece.org
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The global opening of the 1992 UNECE Water ConventionTradeOff the Press

The brochure is available in ,  and .English French Spanish

Over the past two decades most UNECE countries have experienced a 
dramatic decline in deaths caused by transport accidents.  For example 
there has been over an 80% decline in both Estonia and Georgia 
between 1990 and 2010, as the deaths per 100,000 population dropped 
from 35 to 7 in Estonia, and 21 to 4 in Georgia. 

However, large differences still remain between UNECE subregions. For 
example, as of 2010, the current rate of death per 100,000 persons is as 
low as 3 in Sweden, but is as high as 21 in Kazakhstan and 19 in the 
Russian Federation.  

As can be seen in the graph, large gender differences between men and 
women in transport deaths still exist, with men much more likely to die 
in this manner.  In general the decline in rates between 1990 and 2010 
affected both men and women proportionally, for example declining 
81% for men and 80% for women in Estonia. In 2010, the largest 
differences in rates between men and women were found in Kazakhstan 
(33 for men, 11 for women) and the Russian Federation (30 for men, 9 
for women).  

Deaths by transport accidents have drastically declined 
across the UNECE region in the past two decades

Facts and Figures

Note: transport accidents include road, rail, and air accidents.
Source: UNECE Statistical Database.

The Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and 
International Lakes (UNECE Water Convention) was adopted in 1992 and entered into 
force in 1996. It brings together almost all countries sharing transboundary waters in 
the pan-European region, and is expected to achieve broader participation with its 
global opening to all United Nations Member States.

The UNECE Water Convention serves as a mechanism to strengthen international 
cooperation and national measures for the ecologically sound management and 
protection of transboundary surface waters and groundwaters. Furthermore, it 
provides an intergovernmental platform for the day-to-day development and 
advancement of transboundary cooperation.

This brochure explains the obligations under the UNECE Water Convention and the way 
in which its institutional platform works, as well as the advantages for States to become 
Parties. It also addresses the relationship between the UNECE Water Convention and 
the 1997 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Non-navigational Uses of 
International Watercourses. It is intended for current and future Parties, international 
partners, non-governmental organizations and academia. It aims at strengthening the 
understanding of the Water Convention and its global opening to all United Nations 
Member States. 

For more information, please visit: 
.http://www.unece.org/population/essay-contest-ageing-in-georgia.html

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

1990 2010 1990 2010 1990 2010 1990 2010 1990 2010 1990 2010

Female Male Average
for both sexes

P
e
r 

1
0
0
 0

0
0
 p

o
p
u
la

tio
n

The project takes place in conjunction with the current preparation of the Road Map for 
Ageing in Georgia where the government requested UNECE to develop 
recommendations, thereby assisting the country in strengthening its policy response to 
ageing. Currently at 14.2 %, the share of persons aged 65 and above in Georgia is 
projected to grow to 21.1% in 2030. With people migrating for work from rural areas 
into the cities or abroad, the traditional model where older people are taken care of in a 
multigenerational family with 3 or 4 generations living under one roof is coming under 
pressure. Following pension and primary health care reforms, the government now 
moves to tackling the issue in a more comprehensive manner. 

The personal accounts of older people will add important aspects to the data and 
information already collected in more than 30 stakeholder interviews during two field 
missions in October and December 2013. They may also help raising awareness about 
demographic developments and the changing realities within families. 

The Road Map is expected to be ready in the second half of the year, following several 
feedback rounds with stakeholders. Previously, Road Maps have been prepared for 
Armenia and the Republic of Moldova. 

Deaths caused by Transport Accidents 
for Selected UNECE Countries 
1990 and 2010

Deaths caused by Transport Accidents 
for Selected UNECE Countries by Sex 

http://twitter.com/UN_ECE
https://www.facebook.com/pages/UNECE/332016013671
http://www.youtube.com/user/UNECE
http://vkontakte.ru/club30841301
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/water/publications/brochure/Brochure_on_opening/Brochure_ECE_ENG_WEB_OK.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/water/publications/brochure/Brochure_on_opening/Brochure_ECE_FRE_WEB.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/water/publications/brochure/Brochure_on_opening/Brochure_ECE_SPA_PDF_WEB.pdf
http://www.unece.org/population/essay-contest-ageing-in-georgia.html

