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Governments in the Middle East learning from UNECE 
experiences of land and property administration

Public-Private Partnerships: UNECE supports 
institutional development in Belarus

A fully functioning and well regulated real estate market is essential to ensure sustainable 
housing and promote economic growth. It can accelerate economic recovery in the short 
term, as well as sustainable development and greener economies in the long term. Promoting 
the sector is a driving force in the provision of economic, environmental and social benefits. 

At the conference, “Towards a Sustainable Real Estate Market – Real Estate Registration, 
Investment, Regulation and Capacity Building” organized by Dubai Real Estate Institute, an 
educational branch of Dubai Land Department, governments and real estate professionals 
from throughout the Middle East discussed how to develop sustainable real estate policies in 
Dubai and beyond. 

UNECE Executive Secretary Sven Alkalaj presented UNECE's work in support of housing, land 
management and real estate markets throughout the Pan-European region. “Government 
norms and regulations have a role in controlling and legally protecting the rights of 
possession and use of real estate. Furthermore, they provide the foundations to develop 
efficient real estate markets. It is important to encourage the development of an integrated 
legal system, harmonized with the international and regional norms, and it is also necessary 
to have unambiguous financial rules. These measures will facilitate investments”, he said.

The UNECE delegation also included the Chair of the UNECE Working Party on Land 
Administration Elshad Khanalibayli, and Vice-Chair of the UNECE Real Estate Market Advisory 
Group Enrico Campagnoli.

UNECE intergovernmental and advisory bodies on these topics, including the Committee on 
Housing and Land Management, Working Party on Land Administration, and Real Estate 
Market Advisory Group, do not yet have analogs in other United Nations regional 
commissions, including in that working in the Middle East. 

Mahmoud El Burai, Managing Director of Dubai Real Estate Institute, stressed that Dubai 
authorities intend to establish a strategic cooperation with UNECE in order to learn from its 
experience to build and strengthen their own intergovernmental institutions for sustainable 
land and property management. 

After the conference, Mr. Alkalaj met 
Sheikh Mohamad Bin Khalifa 
Almaktoum, Chair of Dubai Land 
Department, with whom he 
discussed possible cooperative 
activities on land and property 
administration and management. 

“Capacity Development to Support the Implementation of Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) 
in Belarus,” is a project that started in September 2013. It is being implemented by UNECE, in 
cooperation with UNDP and financed by the European Union for two years. The objective is to 
increase the knowledge and capabilities of all the stakeholders in the PPP process in Belarus, 
to promote, develop, operate and manage PPP projects for public infrastructure 
development. Stakeholders include public officials, the financial sector, the business and 
academic communities, civil society and the public at large. UNECE's Team of Specialists on 
PPPs and the International PPP Centre of Excellence are providing substantive support and 
mobilising top level international expertise to support technical cooperation activities within 
the project with a view to sharing and adapting PPP international best practice models in the 
context of Belarus. The leading local partner is the Ministry of the Economy of the Republic of 
Belarus.

The project officially opened with a conference, “International Best Practice in Public-Private 
Partnerships: Lessons for Belarus” in Minsk on 18 October 2013. The conference was 
attended by 150 local participants representing all the main PPP stakeholders in Belarus: 
high-level policy makers, government experts, the business and academic communities, as 
well as civil society. Top international experts from the UNECE Team of Specialists on PPPs, 
presented an overview of international best practices in several key areas of PPP practice 
such as principles and approaches in PPP design and implementation; good governance in 
PPPs; financing of PPP projects and examples of PPP practices for infrastructure 
development.
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UNECE seminar paves way for improving the 
measurement of poverty in the region
The target date of 2015 for the close of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) is 
approaching fast  and discussions on the post-2015 agenda are in full swing. Combined with 
the persistent effects of the financial and economic crisis in the region, this makes the 
measurement of poverty more relevant than ever. However, there is currently no coherent set 
of indicators to measure and monitor poverty in the UNECE region. Over 100 indicators are 
used in the region to monitor national progress towards the MDG target to cut poverty by half 
by 2015. For the various indicators, a large variety of definitions, methods and primary data 
sources are available and there are no uniform national or international guidelines for their 
application. 

With this in mind, the Bureau of the Conference of European Statisticians conducted an in-
depth review of this issue and discussed it at the seminar ”The way forward in poverty 
measurement” in Geneva from 2-4 December 2013. The seminar gathered participants from 
29 countries over three continents, as well as from the main international organizations 
working in the area of poverty measurement – Eurostat, OECD, UNDP and the World Bank. All 
CIS-countries were present and several countries contributed papers and presentations.

One of the debated issues was the inadequacy of the international poverty threshold of 
$1,25/day for the mostly middle income countries in the region. Several presenters also 
showed that small changes in the definition or methodology used lead to significant 
differences in the outcomes, making comparison between countries, or even over time within 
a given country, difficult. Participants also felt that inequality was not measured properly and 
that vulnerable groups were not captured by common surveys and standard methods.

Participants concluded that there is a strong need for developing a coherent set of indicators 
to measure absolute and relative poverty, inequality and social exclusion in the region and 
beyond. They recommended the creation of a task force under the auspices of the Conference 
of European Statisticians to undertake this work. This should entail developing guidelines on 
the best ways to produce regular and sustainable statistics on poverty. This work should be 
closely linked to the monitoring of poverty reduction in the context of the post-2015 
development agenda. Participants also agreed that the possibility to develop guidelines for 
the multidimensional measurement of poverty should be further explored. Finally, they 
recommended that a follow-up seminar be convened by UNECE in approximately one year.  
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Then, in November 2013, the UNECE organised a one-week study tour in Germany on best 
practices in the design and application of PPP projects for a group of high-level Belarusian 
policy makers and senior ministry officials dealing with infrastructure projects. The study tour 
was hosted by Partnerschaften Deutschland, the German PPP Unit. The programme included 
thematic meetings with German PPP practitioners from both the public and private sectors, 
and included many site visits to operational PPP projects in different locations.

As part of the joint project implementation, UNECE and UNDP organised a workshop and 
roundtable discussion for key Belarusian stakeholders on, “What PPP Unit for Belarus? 
Lessons from International Best Practice”, in Minsk on 10 December 2013. Leading members 
of the UNECE Team of Specialists on PPPs presented experiences and examples from 
international good practice in establishing PPP Units: public entities that support other 
government agencies when they procure projects through a PPP process. The UNECE experts 
also presented a draft concept for the functional structure and the governance of a PPP Unit in 
Belarus, which was then discussed with local stakeholders during the roundtable. 

The next project steps will include: support to PPP training and capacity building; technical 
assistance in assessing the applicability of PPP for infrastructure development; practical 
support for the application of PPP methods; as well as further technical assistance for the 
institutional development of a PPP Unit in Belarus. 
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Abortion rates are declining in the UNECE region

In most UNECE countries, rates of legal abortion have fallen since 2000, with larger 
decreases occurring in countries with higher rates. The chart depicts abortion ratios 
from 2000 to 2010 for selected countries, i.e. abortion rates per 1,000 live births and 
changes in rates.

Despite overall reductions in abortion rates over the decade, large variations 
continue to exist between countries. The Russian Federation, Romania and Estonia 
are still among the countries with the highest abortion rates, despite decreases 
exceeding 50%. On the other hand, Uzbekistan has remained among those countries 
with lower abortion rates. In 2010, Kazakhstan, Canada, and the United Kingdom had 
intermediate abortion rates [Countries where abortion is illegal are absent from this 
comparison].

However, there are a number of exceptions to this trend: for example, Spain saw a 
moderate increase in abortion rates between 2000 and 2010, whilst Portugal saw a 
sharp increase, following a change to the law.  
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Source: UNECE Statistical Database. Data for Canada refer to 2009, and changes from 2000-2009. 
Data for the United Kingdom does not include Northern Ireland.
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