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Generations and Gender Programme discussed at 
International Population Conference in Busan  

Support for transboundary cooperation under the 
UNECE Water Convention displayed prominently at 
World Water Week

More than 20 scientific studies based on data from the Generations and Gender Programme 
(GGP) will be presented at the XXVII International Population Conference, a major 
conference in the field of population studies. Held every four years by the International Union 
for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP), this year's conference takes place on 26 - 31 
August 2013 in Busan, Republic of Korea. The number of papers that will be presented 
illustrates the growing importance of the GGP as a knowledge base for policy-relevant 
research in the field of population. 

Expected consequences of union formation across Europe
GGP data on non-partnered individuals aged 22-35 from eight European countries was used 
in a study to investigate expected consequences of moving in with a partner within the next 
three years. Results showed that Swedes were most likely to expect improvements in their 
financial situation after such a move. Across all countries, women were significantly more 
likely than men to expect an improved financial situation after moving in with a partner. This 
gender gap was biggest in Bulgaria, Romania and Russia and smallest in Sweden, France and 
Belgium. In addition, Romanians and Swedes were more prone to expect less personal 
freedom, whereas Hungarian and French respondents were most inclined to expect 
increasing life satisfaction. Respondents from Belgium, France, and Russia were least likely 
to anticipate decreasing career opportunities. In Austria, men were more likely to expect an 
increased life satisfaction than women. 

Childbearing in cohabitation linked to trend of increasing individual autonomy
An innovative study on Contextual Conditions and Childbearing in Cohabitation across 
Europe (backed also by GGP data) finds a positive association between unemployment rates 
and childbearing within cohabitation. It indicates that in times of uncertain economic 
conditions, the temporary and reversible nature of cohabitation provides an alternative to the 
commitments of marriage. In addition, data analysis suggests that across countries, 
perceptions on the economic autonomy of women are highly positively associated with 
childbearing in cohabitation. In countries where more people think that men should not be 
preferred on the labour market if jobs are short, the share of couples that get their first child 
in cohabitation rather than in marriage is also higher. 

The GGP at UNECE
The GGP, initiated by UNECE in 2000 and now run by a consortium of twelve leading 
demographic research organizations, is a two-pillar programme consisting of internationally 
comparable, theory-driven, large sample panel surveys and a contextual database. In 
combination, these pillars are designed to shed light on factors influencing contemporary 
demographic trends, including family-building behaviours, migration, and relationships 
between generations and between the genders. UNECE's Population Unit acts as the 
Coordination Centre for data collection and as the data clearing house in the GGP.

The studies mentioned will be presented in three sessions:
Session 073: Disentangling individual, familial and contextual factors influencing fertility
Session 084: Gender differences in health and mortality
Session 036: Poster session on Marriage and union formation, families and households.

The annual World Water Week in Stockholm, which takes place this year from 1 to 6 
September, is one of the premier international events for exchanging experiences on global 
water challenges, attracting over 2,500 participants  from scientific, business, 
government and civic communities. The UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of 
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Water Convention) features 
prominently as UNECE co-organizes or contributes to a number of events throughout the 
Week.  Given the fact that 2013 is the International Year of Water Cooperation, the Week has 
an overarching thematic focus on water cooperation.

The first of the Week's events, a seminar entitled “Strengthening the Basis for Water 
Cooperation across Borders” (1 September 2013), will address how synergies in 
implementation of the 1992 UNECE Water Convention and the 1997 United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Non-navigational Uses of International Watercourses (1997 
Watercourses Convention) could further enhance transboundary water cooperation at the 
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For more information about the conference and its programme: .
For more information about the GGP, please visit:  

or contact: .

http://busan2013.iussp.org/
http://www.unece.org/pau/ggp/welcome.html

ggp@unece.org

in Stockholm,
September 1-6, 2013
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Executive Board of the TIR Convention calls for 
withdrawal of plans by Russian Customs to modify 
conditions for TIR transports

Exports grew in most UNECE countries in 2012 

Transport

Facts and Figures

The TIR Executive Board (TIRExB) held an extra-ordinary session in Geneva on 27 August 
2013 to discuss the decision announced by the Federal Customs Service of the Russian 
Federation (RFCS) on 5 July 2013 to require additional guarantees for goods carried under 
cover of a TIR Carnet, announced to be introduced on 14 September 2013.

The TIRExB – which is normally held in closed session – was exceptionally attended by  the 
Chair of the Administrative Committee of the TIR Convention (AC.2), the Chair of the UNECE 
Working Party on Customs Questions affecting Transport (WP.30), the TAXUD Director  of the 
European Commission, representatives of the Eurasian Economic Commission, the 
permanent mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations in Geneva, the Director 
General of the Association of International Road Transport Carriers (ASMAP) and the 
Secretary General of the International Road Transport Union (IRU).

The Board stressed that it was not at all informed about the intention of the RFCS to introduce 
this measure as stipulated in the TIR Convention, and concluded that the planned measure is 
not in line with key provisions of the TIR Convention. The Board called for the withdrawal of 
the measure or at least its postponement until the end of the year, as to allow time for the 
competent bodies to examine the issues at stake and reach a mutually acceptable solution. 

According to UNECE statistics, the vast majority of countries in the 
UNECE region showed increases in their export growth rates 
between 2011 and 2012. Among these countries, Lithuania proved 
to have the highest export growth rate at nearly 12 per cent, 
followed by Slovakia and Latvia, with 8.6 and 7.1 per cent growth 
rates respectively. 

Croatia and Slovenia, whose export growth rates were 0.4 and 0.3 
per cent, demonstrated minimal increases over the previous year. 

Negative export growth rates of approximately 3 per cent were 
observed for Romania and Luxembourg, the biggest decline in the 
UNECE region. Exports in Finland and Greece also decreased in 
2012, by 1.4 and 2.4 per cent.  

The growth rate of exports is an indicator of the annual growth or 
decline of exports from the previous year. It is a common indicator 
for evaluating the progress of an economy. A value of zero indicates 
that the value of exports has remained constant. 

For more information, please visit: .http://www.unece.org/env/water/stockholm_www.html

global level. Identifying opportunities for synergies is timely because the UNECE Convention 
is becoming a global one, with States outside the UNECE region expected to join in 2014. The 
entry into force of the 1997 Watercourses Convention is similarly expected in 2014.

Transboundary water cooperation often adopts a narrow vision of water management that 
does not take into consideration the full range of potential benefits, which can reach well 
beyond the water sector. Countries need to have a clear and complete understanding of the 
benefits they can obtain from cooperation compared to inaction, in order to engage further in 
transboundary cooperation. During the seminar "Tools to Improve Cooperation and Dialogue 
in River Basins" (3 September), the ongoing work on the development of policy guidance for 
identifying, quantifying and communicating the benefits of cooperation will be presented.

Challenges related to coordination and optimization across the closely inter-linked 
agriculture/food, energy and water sectors—the “water-energy-food nexus”—is one of the 
topics with extensive coverage in the programme. UNECE, together with partners, is 
supporting countries with an assessment, currently under preparation, of selected 
transboundary river basins, that identifies and analyses intersectoral trade-offs, obstacles 
and opportunities. The assessment will be presented during the “Water and Energy 
Cooperation in Transboundary Basins” seminar (5 September).

Climate change is significantly impacting water resources and countries need to cooperate 
when adapting their water management to climate change. UNECE will present its activities 
on water and climate - in particular the global network of basins working on climate change 
adaptation - during several events of the Week. UNECE will also act as co-lead rapporteur for 
the Week on the topic of “Global changes”, which touches upon issues such as climate change 
and the discussion on water in the post-2015 development agenda. 
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Growth in the rate 
of exports, 2012

Source: UNECE Statistical Database .www.unece.org/data

In view of the urgency of the situation, TIRExB decided 
to make its conclusions and recommendations public. 

They can be found at: .http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/tir/news/TIRExBconclusions270813.pdf
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http://www.unece.org/env/water/stockholm_www.html
http://www.unece.org/data
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