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UNECE supports trade facilitation in the Black Sea, 
Caspian and Central Asian regions 

Is the gender gap in smoking narrowing in UNECE 
countries?

In UNECE countries, a large gap exists between genders in the 
prevalence of smoking. Generally, a much larger proportion of men 
smoke compared to women, except in Denmark and Sweden. Smoking 
prevalence has decreased markedly in most countries since 2000, 
especially among men. 

Nonetheless, large differences in smoking patterns have persisted 
across countries since 2000. For instance, men smoke twice more in 
Belarus, Estonia and Ukraine than in Canada.  On the contrary, smoking 
rates for women in Belarus and Ukraine are 3 to 4 times lower than in 
Denmark and the Netherlands.

In some countries (e.g. Estonia and Italy), the gender gap decreased 
due to faster reductions in smoking among men compared to women. In 
Hungary, Belarus and Ukraine, however, the gap decreased due to an 
increase in smoking prevalence among women.  In other countries (e.g. 
Netherlands and Finland), the gap has remained almost stable since 
2000. 

Trade

Facts and Figures

For more information, please visit: 
  

or contact Mario Apostolov at: 
.

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=32922

mario.apostolov@unece.org

The third regional South Caucasus conference on trade facilitation, organized by UNECE 
together with the Ministry of the Economy and Revenue Service of Georgia, USAID and 
the International Rail Transport Committee was held on 24-25 June 2013 in Batumi, 
Georgia. The conference identified achievements, problems and opportunities for 
further development, notably in building synergies among various projects aiming to 
establish Single Window and port community systems in Georgia, in promoting cross-
border exchange of information along supply chains, and in building a single Eurasian 
railway regime, thus contributing to corridor development in the Caucasus. After 
Moscow and Odessa, this was the latest in a series of events organized recently by 
UNECE to foster harmonized and simpler cross-border trade information exchange in 
the region. 

Improving communication, which includes streamlining, harmonizing, standardizing 
and automating information flows accompanying the movement of goods across 
borders, is at the heart of trade facilitation. If the WTO adopts a Trade Facilitation 
Agreement later this year, this could give a $1 trillion boost to world economy, as noted 
recently by WTO Director-General Pascal Lamy. In short, trade facilitation cuts red tape, 
renders trade more reliable, and speeds up information flows, as goods cannot move 
faster than the information about them. The idea is to reduce the number of 
intermediaries in the preparation of documents and messages, which often create 
“noises” in information flows. Improving communication is also a tool for enhancing 
control over flows of goods and information. Yet such controls should not be abusive; a 
prime objective of trade facilitation is to provide proper rules for good governance and 
predictability. 

UNECE fosters this vision in Eastern and Southeast Europe, the Caucasus and Central 
Asia. In collaboration with countries' authorities and development partners, UNECE 
promotes the establishment of such trade facilitation instruments as the Single Window, 
advance submission of information, risk management and selectivity, international data 
exchange standards and codes, data and document harmonization along corridors, 
coordinated border management, and joint checkpoints. 

Control of suspicious cargo at the Batumi Customs 
Clearance Zone near the Georgian-Turkish border, 24 
June 2013. Efficient control is unthinkable without 
advance submission of information and risk profiling. 

The Director General of Azerbaijani Customs awards 
UNECE's Regional Adviser Mario Apostolov a medal 
for his contribution to international cooperation and 
trade facilitation implementation. 
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Female Male Increase from 2000 to 2010

Decrease from 2000 to 2010

*For Hungary, the increase and decrease are from 2000 to 2009
Source: UNECE Statistical Database

Percentage of female 
and male smokers 

in 2000 and 2010, for selected UNECE countries

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=32922
mailto:mario.apostolov@unece.org


Follow UNECE on:Information Service  
United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
CH-1211 Geneva 10 - Switzerland

Tel.: +41 (0) 22 917 44 44
Fax: +41 (0) 22 917 05 05
E-mail: info.ece@unece.org
http://www.unece.org

Not an official record - For information only

Creating a greener economy in Central Asia and the 
Caucasus with sustainable forests

Overcoming Trade Barriers in the Republic 
of Kazakhstan

Forests

Off the Press

A healthy forest sector has a key role to play in “greening” the economy, 
says the outcome document of the United Nations Rio+20 Conference 
entitled “The Future We Want”. Wood products can substitute for more 
carbon-intensive and non-renewable materials. Forests prevent 
environmental degradation due to air and water pollution and soil erosion. 
They also reduce the impact of natural disasters, such as flooding, 
avalanches and landslides.

In countries with transition economies, and especially those in Central Asia and the 
Caucasus, the full potential of the forest sector still needs to be unlocked. In most of 
these countries, forest degradation remains a serious threat and often leads to 
deforestation and severe erosion. This has a big impact on the national economy as well 
as communities and their standard of living. 

Fragile institutions, limited human and financial resources and scarce information are 
the root causes of forest degradation. However, countries in Central Asia and the 
Caucasus are taking action and showing commitment. All of them are signatories to the 
Rio Conventions and participate in UN processes that identify forests as a key biome for 
the mitigation of climate change and the conservation of biodiversity. 

In order to support these commitments, UNECE and FAO are now launching a project for 
sustainable forest management in Central Asia and the Caucasus. The aim is to: 
strengthen forest sector policies and institutions; develop and implement action plans 
for enhancing the contribution of forestry to a greener economy in selected countries; 
promote sustainable forest products, including for bioenergy; and improve data 
collection on forests and forest products.

To achieve this aim, the project will provide knowledge, training and advisory services 
for government officials, at all levels, responsible for forestry. It will be implemented 
over a two-year period and will rely on the existing network of entities and experts that 
UNECE and FAO have in the region. 

     

UNECE has recently published a joint study with the International Trade Centre (ITC) on 
how to overcome trade barriers in Kazakhstan. While trade has shown to contribute to 
job creation and productive capacity development, trade barriers in Kazakhstan due to 
regulatory and procedural measures have thus far undermined such benefits. 

The study entitled “Overcoming Trade Barriers in the Republic of Kazakhstan” serves as 
an analysis of Kazakhstan's trade barriers, studying the causes of these barriers and 
how they operate in daily export-import activities. The report also provides practical 
recommendations to improve the export and import-related regulatory and procedural 
framework and to contribute to regional dialogue on trade issues, ultimately leading to 
economic development that is more rapid, inclusive and diversified.

The study comes as Kazakhstan makes advances in regional and multilateral 
integration, as witnessed with its implementation of a reform effort to ensure the 
successful implementation of its Customs Union with Belarus and the Russian 
Federation and to reach complete adherence to the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
administered multilateral trading system. The results of the report were achieved 
thanks to close cooperation between UNECE, the Centre for Trade Policy Development 
under the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
and the ITC. 

To read the full publication, please visit:
.http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trade/Publications/ECE-TRADE_407E-Kazakhstan.pdf
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