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Capacity-building events on innovation policy and 
financing for green technologies in Turkmenistan 

Countries wishing to adopt innovative green technologies need the right policies and enabling 
environment. They also need suitable infrastructure, good access to external knowledge, and 
well-trained personnel. 

From 15 to 17 May, UNECE, jointly with the Ministry of Nature Protection, is holding two 
events in Ashgabat:  a national seminar and a stakeholder meeting on Promotion and 
Financing of Innovative Green Technologies.  The events come under the United Nations 
Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA). 

One of the main purposes of the seminar is to support “integrated policymaking” for adapting 
to a changing climate. To design effective policies and develop the necessary infrastructure, 
policymakers in different fields will have to work closely with each other and with the private 
sector.  

Participants will learn about innovation policy options to increase a country's absorptive 
capacity for green technologies. They will also learn about how to use public-private 
partnerships (PPPs) as an option for financing green technology projects, such as waste to 
energy, wind and solar farms, or the use of clean technologies in transport.   

At the stakeholder meeting, participants will have the opportunity to network and discuss 
with various international experts, academics and representatives of civil society. 

This is the second in a series of capacity-building activities organized by UNECE on innovation 
policy and PPPs for green technologies in Central Asia. These events are funded through the 
United Nations Development Account. 

For more information, please visit:
 

or contact Michiko Enomoto at:
.

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=32676

michiko.enomoto@unece.org

SPECA
th

18  session of the SPECA Project Working Group on 
Transport and Border Crossing 

Representatives of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic and the Republic of Tajikistan participated in the 

th18  session of the SPECA Project Working Group on Transport and Border Crossing held on 2-
3 May 2013 in Almaty, Kazakhstan. The session was also attended by representatives of 
UNECE, the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, the Islamic Development Bank, the Turkic Council and 
members of the private sector.

The Project Working Group on Transport and Border Crossing (PWG-TBC) is a subsidiary body 
of the United Nations Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA). It 
focuses on developing new and extending existing road and rail networks in the region, as 
well as implementing the Programme of Action resulting from the Almaty Declaration of 
Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries.

During the session, the PWG adopted its programme of work for the biennium 2014-2015, 
which is still in line with the Almaty Programme of Action (2003) and the Busan Declaration on 
Transport Development in Asia and the Pacific (2006). Future activities will focus, inter alia, 
on the enhancement of legal frameworks for international transport to reflect suitable legal 
regimes for international land transport facilitation, where SPECA countries have been 
invited not only to take steps to sign or accede to the important international facilitation 
instruments, but also to the conventions relating to specific transport issues, such as the 
transport of dangerous goods or perishable foodstuffs. SPECA countries were also invited to 
play an active role in the work carried out towards unified railway law, on the basis of the Joint 
Declaration on the promotion of Euro-Asian rail transport and activities towards unified 
railway law, which was signed in Geneva on 26 February 2013.

SPECA
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UNECE Countries in Figures 2013 is now available!

With housing construction doubling, key challenges in 
Tajikistan will include energy efficiency and 
management of multi-apartment houses 

Off the Press
Did you know that 64% of judges in Poland in 2011 were women? Or you may be surprised to 

discover that nearly 80% of individuals over the age of 55 used computers in Denmark in 

2011, while less than 40% of the same age group did so in Italy. These indicators, among 

many others, can be found in the newly released UNECE Countries in Figures 2013, a key 

resource offering country profiles for each of the 56 UNECE countries spanning Europe, North 

America and Central Asia.

Prepared by the UNECE Statistical Division, UNECE Countries in Figures provides easy-to-

read tables, charts and statistics covering a wide range of topics encompassing 

demographics, employment, gender, economic activity, trade, transport, forest resources, 

and even road accidents. Thanks to its user-friendly and graphical format, this booklet allows 

readers to quickly and easily compare numbers and figures among UNECE member States. 

Housing availability has been one of Tajikistan's key challenges. The country has a rapidly 
growing population, but limited land resources due to the mountainous landscape, high 
seismicity and soils prone to landslides. 

Reform of the housing sector started in 2009 following a Presidential Decree on improvement 
of the administrative procedures related to construction. A new Urban Code was adopted in 
2012; and procedures have been streamlined for administrative tasks associated with 
construction. The Government also issued a decree on energy efficiency in housing and 
communal services. 

As a result of these reforms, housing construction doubled after 2009, with almost 100 
thousand square metres of new construction each year. The main challenges now for the 
Government are to put in place effective management of multi-apartment houses, establish 
working mechanisms for the housing financing, ensure an effective investment policy, create 
conditions for supporting homeowners, and fund the rehabilitation of the water supply and 
sewerage system. 

These and other issues related to the housing and land management policies in Tajikistan 
were discussed at the launch of the UNECE Country Profile on housing and land management 
for Tajikistan. The event took place on 14 May in Dushanbe and brought together national and 
international stakeholders who discussed the policy recommendations on housing and land 
management as well as current and possible future cooperation activities. The meeting 
decided to elaborate an action plan aimed to support putting into practice Country profile 
policy recommendations as well as to set up an interagency coordination group to monitor 
the action plan implementation.  

The launch event was organized by Tajikistan's Agency on Construction and Architecture, the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, the World Bank (Dushanbe office) and the 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. 

Housing

UNECE Countries in Figures 2013 can be found at: 
.

Other regularly updated indicators provided by the UNECE Statistical Division can be consulted at: 
. 

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/publications/countries_figures2013.pdf

http://w3.unece.org/pxweb/

The UNECE Country Profile on Housing and Land Management in Tajikistan
is available in English and Russian at: 

.
For more information, please contact Gulnara Roll at: 

. 

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=27165

gulnara.roll@unece.org

Road safety issues were also addressed, with a decision that UNECE/UNESCAP should 
provide technical assistance to SPECA countries in supporting their efforts to improve road 
safety and in setting regional/national goals, targets and indicators on road safety based on 
best standards and existing related international agreements, in line with relevant General 
Assembly resolutions on improving global road safety, particularly in the context of the 
Decade of Action for Road Safety launched worldwide in April 2011. 

For further information please consult:

or contact Martine-Sophie Fouvez at: 
.

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/speca/speca_18.html

martine-sophie.fouvez@unece.org
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