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Executive Secretary stresses the importance of UNECE 
activities on road transport facilitation at IRU General 
Assembly 

The Executive Secretary delivered a speech at the General Assembly of the International 
Road Transport Union (IRU) on 12 April in Geneva, in which he pointed out the role of 
safe, secure and environmentally friendly road transport in achieving sustainable 
development and highlighted the importance of UNECE's work in this area.

"Through the UN transport conventions, UNECE has provided not only a framework for 
the systematic development of transport services and infrastructure, but also means to 
facilitate border crossing procedures through reduced trade and transport costs along 
the Euro-Asian transport links", he said.

The Executive Secretary recalled the joint statement on Euro-Asian Transport Links 
adopted by Ministers and other high-level representatives from 32 countries at the 

 2013. This statement endorsed 311 priority 
projects, for a total cost of USD 215 billion, aimed at improving inland transport routes 
between Europe and Asia. These projects aim to overcome infrastructure bottlenecks 
which currently limit trade between Europe and Asia, and include the reconstruction and 
maintenance of neglected roads, scarce rail links, congested ports, and simplification of 
cumbersome border crossing procedures.

Recognizing the crucial role of UN transport facilitation conventions and agreements in 
achieving sustained and inclusive growth, Sven Alkalaj reiterated his call for all countries 
along the Euro-Asian Transport Links to join these instruments and ensure their effective 
implementation. 

He also stressed the importance of the TIR system whereby an efficient public-private 
partnership builds on mutual confidence and can benefit from increased public oversight 
and transparency of the private partner. To further progress in the facilitation of 
international transport and border crossings, the Executive Secretary called for the 
acceleration of progress in the computerization of the TIR Convention (eTIR project), a 
process in which substantive contribution and partnership with IRU is expected.

The General Assembly elected Mr. Umberto De Pretto as Secretary General of the IRU. 

meeting hosted by UNECE on 26 February

Meeting from 22 to 26 April in Geneva, the Expert Group on Resource Classification will 
finalize the basic rules for the United Nations Framework Classification for Fossil Energy 
and Mineral Reserves and Resources 2009. Once these specifications are in place, the 
system will become operational.  

The Framework Classification offers a global communications tool for all extractive 
activities, covering solid mineral and fossil energy resources, including oil, natural gas, 
coal and uranium. As the only global system that allows different classifications to be 
unified in a single representation of the entire mineral or hydrocarbon system, it will 
enhance the accuracy of our understanding of the availability of energy resources and 
hence facilitate the development of appropriate long-term energy policies.

Over 100 experts will participate in the meeting, including from countries in Africa, Asia, 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 

The Expert Group provides the only forum in the world where global experts in resource 
classification covering solid minerals and petroleum, and now also renewables, meet and 
share information and ideas.
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The full text of the speech is available at: .http://www.unece.org/fr/press/execsec/execsectoc.html
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The UNECE Annual Report 2012-2013 is out!

NPD Steering Committee in Turkmenistan adopts 
principles for a draft Water Code

The UNECE Annual Report 2012-2013 was presented by the Executive Secretary at the 
th65  session of the Economic Commission for Europe on 10 April.

The Annual Report provides an overview of the activities carried out by UNECE in 2012 as 
well as an insight into some key achievements in 2013, such as the opening of the 
UNECE Water Convention for accession to all UN member States; the finalization of the 
ForFITS project, which will provide a modeling tool for the selection of the most 
appropriate measures to reduce CO  emissions in the transport sector; or the agreement 2

of the Conference of European Statisticians on a conceptual framework and suggested 
indicators to measure sustainable development.

For the first time, an interactive electronic version is available on the UNECE website at: 
. This interactive version, produced by 

UNOG's publications department, will allow readers to navigate through the entire 
report by a simple click of the mouse. It will make reading on-line easier, faster and more 
enjoyable.

thIn his presentation at the 65  session, the Executive Secretary said: “based on this 
successful experience, we plan to expand the production of interactive electronic 
publications as well as e-books. This will actively contribute to achieving the Secretary-
General's objective to reduce both the cost and the carbon footprint of the organization's 
publications”.

The Russian version of the Annual Report will be available in the coming weeks. 
    

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=32713

 

The development of Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) in Turkmenistan 
reached a new milestone on 5 April with the adoption of principles for  the draft Water 
Code.

The draft Water Code is being developed within the framework of the National Policy 
Dialogue (NPD) by the Turkmen inter-ministerial expert group with participation of 
experts from UNECE and UNDP. Following the approval by the NPD Steering Committee, 
it is expected that the legislative coordination process on the draft Water Code will start 
soon. The principles in the draft code include Integrated Water Resource Management, 
saving water, public participation and access to information. Its elaboration was fostered 
by the recent accession of Turkmenistan to the UNECE Convention on the Protection and 
Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Water Convention) on 29 
August 2012. 

The meeting was supported by the “Water Management and Basin Organisations in 
Central Asia” project, which is funded by the European Union and implemented by 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, Transboundary 
Water Management in Central Asia Programme.

The UNECE-led NPD in Turkmenistan was initiated in December 2010 in the framework 
of the European Union Water Initiative. Co-chaired by Ahmet Muhammedov, Deputy 
Minister of Water Economy, and Djumamurad Saparmuradov, Deputy Minister of Nature 
Protection, the policy dialogue enhances inter-sectoral cooperation on water resources 
management and protection. The NPD Steering Committee brings together over 20 
ministries, agencies and stakeholders involved in various aspects of water policy 
development and implementation. 

Off the Press

Water Code

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) will hold a consultancy meeting on 
“Finalizing the Uranium and Thorium Bridging Document for the UNFC”, 22-23 April.  
Organized in collaboration with the UNECE Sustainable Energy Division, this consultation 
has been scheduled back to back with the Expert Group session to allow the uranium and 
thorium experts to contribute to the discussions. 

Attending the meeting will be experts from Australia, Brazil, China, India, Kazakhstan, 
and the United States of America, as well as from IAEA and the Committee for Mineral 
Reserves International Reporting Standards (CRIRSCO). 

There is a need for national and IAEA estimates of nuclear fuel resources to be reported in 
a universally acceptable scheme. The Framework Classification offers such a scheme. 

For more information, please visit:  
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