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Join us for a talk on "Forests :  the roots of 
sustainability", to be held on 21 March on the occasion 
of the first International Day of Forests!

"

Thanks to the ways they enhance our lives, forests should permanently be celebrated!  As 
well as offering habitat for a myriad of wildlife, they provide a wide array of goods and 
services, they offer an assortment of recreation opportunities and, best of all, they provide us 
with opportunities to connect with the natural world. 

A distinguished group of experts will gather at the Palais des Nations in Geneva on 21 March 
(15.00-18.00, in Room B-135) to highlight how forests contribute to society and to celebrate 
the first International Day of Forests. The session will be followed by a reception.

Come and celebrate with us!
Please register at: . libraryevents@unog.ch

Representatives of different water users in the Neman River Basin — shared by Belarus, 
Lithuania and Kaliningrad Oblast (Russian Federation) — will discuss potential measures to 
minimize risks and protect the population, infrastructure and natural landscapes at a 
stakeholder workshop on 19 March in Minsk. 

The workshop is being organized as part of the project, “River basin management and climate 
change adaptation in the Neman River Basin”, carried out by UNECE and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) Belarus, in the framework of the Environment and Security 
Initiative (ENVSEC). 

According to project findings, climate change will bring warmer winters and less snow to the 
Neman Basin. Temperatures are expected to rise, with the greatest increases felt in winter, 
where a 2.0°C–2.8°C increase is projected within the next 35 years. Other probable impacts 
include increased precipitation in winter and run-off changes. It is also likely that the basin 
will see a growth of dangerous hydrometeorological phenomena, including summer droughts 
As a result, water quality is expected to deteriorate, with potential negative impacts on 
health, and there could be a decrease in biodiversity in forests, fish and wetlands, including 
the introduction of invasive species. Change in run-off is furthermore expected to affect the 
water supply for industry, fisheries, agriculture, ecosystems (wetlands) and infrastructure.

During the workshop — which will bring together representatives of the ministries of 
environment and water agencies of Belarus, Lithuania and the Russian Federation, regional 
representatives, different water users, the UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of 
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Water Convention), UNDP, ENVSEC 
and international experts — the main results of the project to date will be presented and 
discussed, as well as the newly created Internet platform (database) for sharing information 
about the state of water resources in the basin ( ). 

The workshop will make it possible to identify and prioritize climate change impacts and 
potential adaptation measures, through round-table discussions focusing on climate change 
impacts in specific regions and sectors, as well as interactive group discussions. International 
experience on development of adaptation to climate change strategies will also be presented, 
including the experience of Lithuania and the Danube basin. 

http://www.cricuwr.by/neman
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Multi-stakeholder workshop in Minsk to address 
adaptation to climate change in the Neman River Basin
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For more information, please visit: 
 

or contact Eve Charles at: .
http://

eve.charles@unece.org
www.unece.org/forests/idf2013.html

For more information, please contact Sonja Koeppel at: .sonja.koeppel@unece.org

Statistics UNECE presents its Global Assessment of Tajikistan's 
National System of Official Statistics

On 7 March, UNECE presented in Dushanbe the major findings and recommendations of its 
Global Assessment of Tajikistan's National System of Official Statistics to an audience that 
included government agencies, ministries, international organizations, media and other 
stakeholders. 

Led by Gabriel Gamez, Regional Adviser in Statistics, UNECE in partnership with EFTA and 
Eurostat conducted two advisory missions to Tajikistan and drafted the Global Assessment to 
provide a comprehensive analysis of the country's institutional, organizational and technical 
capacity to produce official statistics and comply with international standards and 
recommendations. The Assessment will also help TAJSTAT, as well as international 
organizations and other bilateral partners, to better coordinate and prioritize statistical 
capacity-building programmes.  
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National Policy Dialogue Steering Committee in 
Kyrgyzstan approves targets on water and health

thAt its 9  meeting, held on 13 March 2013 in Bishkek, the Steering Committee of the 
National Policy Dialogue (NPD) on integrated water resources management (IWRM) in 
Kyrgyzstan approved national targets with regard to water quality, water supply and 
wastewater treatment with a view to improving human health and reducing incidences of 
water-related diseases. UNECE is the implementing partner for National Policy Dialogues 
on IWRM, which are the main operational instrument of the European Union Water 
Initiative in the countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia.

The targets were part of a report, “Setting targets in the context of the Protocol on Water 
and Health in Kyrgyzstan”, developed by a national interministerial working group over 
the past few years, and presented at the meeting for the Steering Committee's 
consideration. The report identifies key challenges for water supply and sanitation and in 
reducing water-related diseases in Kyrgyzstan and suggests concrete measures and 
implementation deadlines in nine key areas. For example, by 2015, 80 per cent of schools 
and 90 per cent of kindergartens are to be equipped with improved sanitary systems, and 
by 2017, 20 per cent of the water treatment plants in the city of Osh and other 
municipalities are to be renovated and equipped with modernized technology. 

Also at the meeting, different agencies reported on the latest developments in regard to 
drafting of river basin management plans. In particular, the approaches to basin planning 
in the Chu, Isfara, Kugart and Talas River Basins were presented. Participants also 
discussed the concept of river basin planning developed by the Transboundary Water 
Management in Central Asia Programme of the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, and the concept for the Chu River Basin Management Plan 
developed in the NPD process. It was agreed that a uniform approach should be developed 
in the future to ensure that a similar methodology was used in developing of river basin 
plans in Kyrgyzstan. The meeting also welcomed the establishment of the Chu River Basin 
Council, which had its first meeting on 28 February 2013.

The meeting also discussed the report on economic and financial aspects of water policy in 
Kyrgyzstan developed by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD), and concluded that recommendations on the use of economic instruments for the 
improvement of water resources management should be followed up.

The meeting was attended by many international institutions and donors to ensure 
coordination of the activities in the water sector in Kyrgyzstan. Participating organizations 
included the European Union, GIZ, the World Health Organization, the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, the United Nations Development Programme, UNECE 
and OECD.

The  Steering Committee meeting was hosted by the Department of Water Management 
and Melioration of Kyrgyzstan and supported by the “Water Management and Basin 
Organisations in Central Asia” project, which is funded by the EU and implemented by the 
GIZ Transboundary Water Management in Central Asia Programme. 
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The report is available at: 
.http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/publications/Tajikistan_global_Eng.pdf

More information is available at: .http://www.unece.org/env/water/npd

During the event, Statistics Norway presented its plan for a 3-year project on statistical 
capacity-building activities in Tajikistan with funding of US$ 2.8 million. The World Bank 
presented its draft plans for a National Strategy for the development of statistics.  

The recommendations from the Global Assessment will be incorporated into the National 
Strategy. Tajikistan's national programme of statistical work, including the Strategy, will 
serve as a framework for coordinating technical assistance and mobilizing financial resources 
from international and bilateral donors.

A Global Assessment is a tool for building an effective, sustainable statistical system that fully 
meets user requirements. Together with partner organizations, UNECE has so far conducted 
global assessments of the national statistical systems of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, the Republic of Moldova, and Ukraine, and will soon 
conduct one for Mongolia. 

From 25 to 27 June this year, UNECE, with its partners, will organize the Second Management 
Seminar on Global Assessment to share best practices from the present round of global 
assessments and agree on future strategies. 
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