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75  Jubilee Session of the Inland Transport Committee

The Inland Transport Committee (ITC) of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE) held its 75th jubilee session from 26 to 28 February 2013, at the Palais des 
Nations in Geneva.

The opening of the session, on 26 February (morning), was conducted as a Ministerial 
Meeting, which was attended by more than forty Ministers of Transport, ambassadors and 
other high ranking delegations from all major countries across Europe and Asia. In his 
opening address, Mr. Sven Alkalaj, United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive 
Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe highlighted the role of 
sustainable transport in the United Nations Secretary General’s Action Agenda for his Second 
Term and as outcome of the 2012 Rio+20 Conference, paving the way for transport to be 
included as a future Sustainable Development Goal (SDG). He further called upon countries 
to adopt and sign two political declarations, which demonstrate the readiness and 
commitment of countries to collaborate in and contribute to the development of efficient, safe 
and secure Euro-Asian Transport links, under the auspices of the United Nations.

Further to this invitation, 32 Ministers signed a Joint Statement of future development of 
Euro-Asian Transport Links, whereas 37 signed a Joint Declaration on Unified Railway Law. 
Both documents express the political willingness of countries from Europe and Asia to further 
develop and promote rail and road transport as contributing to the economic progress of all 
countries in the region. In more than 20 statements, Ministers, ambassadors and high level 
representatives from governments and international organizations expressed their support 
for both initiatives, qualifying them milestones towards further facilitation of transport across 
the Euro-Asian landmass.

thA further ceremony to celebrate the 75  jubilee session, was the unveiling of a special photo 
exhibition with the title “Transport in Motion” by the UNECE Executive Secretary, Mr. Sven 
Alkalaj. More than 300 photos from 22 countries showcase infrastructure achievements 
along Euro-Asian transport routes, underpinning their cultural and economic significance 
from a social perspective. The exhibit will remain on display at the Palais des Nations until 
mid-March. 

The regular meeting of the ITC, which started in the afternoon of 26 February, continued until 
28 February 2013 and was dedicated to a great variety of issues under the competence of the 
ITC, relevant to road, rail, inland water and intermodal transport, to vehicle regulations and 
to transport of dangerous goods. Among the cross-cutting issues, governments discussed 
their follow up plans to Rio+20 in the field of transport and the possible establishment of 
sustainable transport as a future sustainable development goal, road safety and the 
celebration of the second United Nations Global Road Safety week (from 6 to13 May 2013), a 
new assessment methodology on transport and competitiveness and priorities in technical 
assistance and capacity building activities. 

Since its inception in 1947, the ITC, together with its 17 working parties and other subsidiary 
bodies, has provided a pan-European intergovernmental forum, where UNECE member 
countries come together to forge tools for economic cooperation and negotiate and adopt 
international legal instruments on inland transport. In addition, due to the increasing reach of 
various legal instruments beyond the UNECE region, with some of them even obtaining global 
status, the work of the ITC has become of serious relevance to any transport related UN 
activity. 

Does water have a role to play in the post-2015 Development Agenda? If so, how will it be 
addressed? A global resource that affects all millennium development goals, water is a 
particularly challenging – and important – issue to incorporate in defining the post-2015 
Development Agenda. Almost 200 representatives of governments, international 
organizations, civil society and business from 70 countries gathered to address this issue 
from 27 to 28 February 2013 at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.

For two days, participants scrutinized the role of water and its importance in the Post-2015 
Development Agenda, in particular two aspects defined as “Water Resources Management” 
and “Wastewater Management and Water Quality.” They also discussed how water relates to 
the other 10 themes of the World We Want consultation such as energy, health and food.

After intense breakout group discussions, six clustered themes emerged as priorities under 
this framework: Resilience/Climate Change, Efficiency/Reuse, Allocation/Balancing Uses, 

Transport

Water takes centre stage in discussion on Post-2015 
Development Agenda

Water



Not an official record - For information only

Transboundary Water Cooperation, Pollution/Protection/Water Quality/Ecosystems and 
Governance.  

“Water is essential for human development and hence must be at the core of a post-2015 
sustainable development agenda”, says Ambassador Martin Dahinden, Director General of 
the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation. Addressing the water crisis is a matter 
of economic growth, human and social development, public health, urban planning, 
environmental integrity, national and regional security, as well as human rights. It requires 
the mobilization of governments at all levels and all stakeholders – including the private 
sector and businesses. And last but not least, the voice of the poor has to be strongly 
represented in the process. 

Liberian Assistant Minister of Public Works, George Yarngo, one of the co-hosts of the 
Thematic Consultation on Water, adds, “The evidence for action is clear - a healthy human 
society has direct impact on the wellbeing and productivity of a successful population as well 
as sustaining freshwater ecosystems, water and sanitation are human rights and increasingly 
widely recognized as such and essential for ensuring food and energy security”.

“The management of all forms of water, and especially the management of wastewater, is 
often conveniently forgotten in the political debate, while in reality it is a time-bomb waiting 
to explode” says Bert Diphoorn, Director for Human Settlements and Financing Division of 
UN-Habitat, one of the co-leaders on the Wastewater Management and Water Quality 
stream.

Add to this the transboundary water context, where rivers, lakes and aquifer cross political 
boundaries, which adds a level of complexity to both governing and managing these shared 
waters.  There are 276 shared river basins and over 300 shared aquifers worldwide.  Over 
60% of all water comes from transboundary basins and 40% of the world's populations reside 
within them.  

Mr. Sven Alkalaj, Executive Secretary of the UNECE, the lead organization for the Water 
Resources Management Stream reflects on the transboundary water issue: “What has not yet 
received sufficient attention is that the water crisis is a transboundary issue.  Cooperation is 
therefore critical to avoid conflicts and ensure effective and sustainable use of shared 
resources. To this end, transboundary water cooperation needs to get higher on the 
international agenda. I believe that the globalization of the UNECE Water Convention is an 
important step forward in this process”.

The meeting's recommendations on the inclusion of water in development goals will 
ultimately contribute to the final outcome of a Post-2015 Development Agenda.  The water 
crisis is one of the most pressing political, environmental and social issues of the 21st century 
and directly relates to nearly every global challenge: climate change, health, nutrition, 
environment, transportation, political conflicts, all this and much more is directly linked to 
water. 

Strengthening cooperation on water issues: UNECE 
talks with Tajikistan

Water

On 26 February 2013, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Executive 
Secretary Sven Alkalaj and the First Deputy Minister of Melioration and Water Resources of 
Tajikistan, Sulton Rahimov, discussed cooperation on projects and activities related to water 
and environment in Tajikistan. They also discussed cooperation on water at the global level in 
the context of the International Year of Water Cooperation 2013 (IYWC).

“Transboundary water cooperation and sound international legal frameworks to support it 
were the key messages UNECE was promoting for the International Year of Water 
Cooperation”, Mr. Alkalaj said. In the pan-European region, the UNECE Convention on the 
Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes had provided an 
efficient framework for transboundary water cooperation over the past two decades. 
Moreover, following the entry into force on 6 February 2013 of amendments to the 
Convention, the Water Convention had become a global instrument that could guide and 
support transboundary water cooperation worldwide. “The global opening of the Convention 
for accession will also be important for Central Asian countries”, the Executive Secretary 
noted, “as it allows the Convention to apply in their relations with non-UNECE countries”.

Mr. Rahimov invited the UNECE to play a prominent role in a High-level International 
Conference on Water Cooperation to be held in Dushanbe in August 2013. To effectively 
address the current and emerging freshwater problems, it was important to initiate 
coordinated and long-term actions to unite the efforts undertaken by Governments, 
international and regional organizations, business communities, scholars, and civil society. 
“The International Conference in Dushanbe will be a milestone for strengthening such mutual 
understanding, developing a dialogue and cooperation towards further progress in 
transboundary water cooperation”, Mr. Rahimov concluded.

The First Deputy Minister welcomed the support UNECE provided to water sector reform in 
Tajikistan through the National Policy Dialogue on Integrated Water Resources Management. 
The Government also appreciated UNECE activities to develop environmental and 
hydrological cooperation between Tajikistan and Afghanistan, as well as to strengthen the 
legal frameworks for dam safety. 

For more information, please contact Bo Libert, 
Regional Adviser on Environment at: .bo.libert@unece.org

mailto:bo.libert@unece.org
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First meeting of global network of transboundary 
basins working on climate change adaptation held in 
Geneva

Water Convention

On 20 and 21 February 2013, just two weeks after the UNECE Convention on the 
Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes 
(Water Convention) was opened to all UN member states, representatives of 16 
transboundary basins from four continents gathered in Geneva to exchange 
experience on adapting transboundary water management to climate change. 

The network of basins, which is managed by the International Network of Basin 
Organizations (INBO) and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) 
currently includes the following: the Amur/Argun/International Dauria Protected Area; the 
Chu Talas; the Congo; the Danube; the Dniester; the Drin; the Meuse; the Mekong; the 
Neman; the Niger; the Rhine; the Sava; the Senegal; the Tonle Sap; and the Upper 
Paraguay; as well as the Northern Sahara aquifer system.

At the meeting, representatives had the opportunity to learn from each other in an interactive 
setting. The experience of the Rhine Basin — one of the most advanced in terms of climate 
change adaptation — in bringing together scientists and decision makers to join forces for 
adaptation to climate change was, among others, highly appreciated. 

Another example of an advanced basin is the Danube, where the River Commission has 
developed a transboundary adaptation strategy, the first of its kind developed in a 
transboundary basin. In the Neman Basin, shared by Belarus, Lithuania and the Russian 
Federation, a pilot project on climate change adaptation and river basin management has led 
to a renewal of transboundary cooperation between riparian countries. 

The experience of the Senegal Basin — a new member of the network — raised a high level of 
interest as well. In the Senegal Basin, riparian countries not only jointly manage the river 
through the Senegal River Basin Development Authority, but also the infrastructure in the 
basin, including dams and reservoirs. They are now considering how to climate-proof their 
infrastructure. 

The two co-Chairs of the UNECE Task Force on Water and Climate — Switzerland and the 
Netherlands — presented how they had developed their own national adaptation strategies 
and selected measures. 

All participants called for further extension of the global network of basins to cover in the near 
future a great proportion of the transboundary basins worldwide. The fourth workshop on 
water and adaptation to climate change in transboundary basins, to be held on 25 and 26 
June 2013 in Geneva back to back with the Task Force on Water and Climate on 27 June, will 
provide an opportunity for this.

Background information:

This first meeting of the global network of basins marked the transformation of the 
programme of pilot projects, implemented by theUNECE and partners since 2010, into a 
global network of basins working on climate change adaptation in a transboundary context, 
managed by UNECE and INBO. The global network aims to enable the comparison of 
methodologies and approaches, foster exchange of experience and promote a shared vision 
between the participating basins.

The creation of a global network of basins working on adaptation to climate change in 
thtransboundary basins was an outcome of the 6  World Water Forum and its results will be 

presented to the next World Water Forum in 2015 in the Republic of Korea. It is also part of the 
programme of work for 2013–2015 of the UNECE Water Convention, which also includes a 
global platform for water and climate change adaptation in the form of annual workshops. 

The meeting was organized just two weeks after the Convention's transformation into a 
global Convention. The UNECE Water Convention is a unique framework for supporting 
transboundary cooperation in adaptation. Since 1992, the Convention has played a crucial 
role in the pan-European region in supporting the establishment and strengthening of 
cooperation. Building on the successes achieved, the Parties to the Convention amended it in 
2003 to open it up to accession by non-UNECE countries. Having received the necessary 
number of ratifications, the amendments to the UNECE Water Convention to open it globally 
entered into force on 6 February 2013. It is expected that non-UNECE countries can accede to 
the Convention at the end of 2013. 

All presentations  of this meeting can be found at: 
.

For more information please contact Sonja Koeppel at: 
Nataliya Nikiforova at:  

or Els Otterman at: .

http://www.unece.org/env/water/core_group_pilot_projects_climate_change_2013.html
sonja.koeppel@unece.org,

nataliya.nikiforova@unece.org
els.otterman@unece.org
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